SAI SATCHARITRA ON DUTY TOWARDS ONES FAMILY AS TOLD BY BABA

Shirdi Sai BABA is omnipresence and omniscient, He knew that with evolution of time, man’s needs and priorities would change and would be more materialistically oriented.  Baba knew that man would be lost in the hallow world of misplaced values, culture and conduct.  When in such chaotic world man grapples for relief and turns towards god, Baba the compassionate has given guidelines which are captured in Satcharita.  Satcharita is a treasure chest filled with values, morals, parables helping and guiding people in conducting their behaviour and duty towards, family, friends and society.  The teachings of Baba captured in Satcharita is applicable to every generation in the past, present and many more generations to come in future.  
Baba’s teachings are about duties and responsibilities and how one must go about fulfilling them through demonstrations and advices to His followers.  Baba saved a child from falling into the fire from the lap of the blacksmiths wife.  Baba heard Mrs Khaparde’s anguish for welfare of her son who was suffering from bubonic plague and took the bubos on Himself.  Baba removed anxiety of Mrs Nimonkar for her sick son, by assuring to see her son and relatives thus overruling her husband’s decision to return after a day.  Baba’s loving relationship with Tatya is a few incidents by which Baba meant to say that duty towards children takes precedence over other responsibilities.  Tharkad’s father and son worshiping incident and Harishchandra Pitale’s anxiety in saving his son from epilepsy, all these demonstrates the important role parent play in nurturing and instilling good values similar to mother tortoise nurturing the young irrespective of the distance.  The love and thoughts of a parent are crucial to upbringing of a child and Baba has acknowledged this through the example of tortoise in Satcharita. 
Baba never encouraged people to run away from their family responsibilities in pursuit of spiritualism.  Mankar and Jog’s lives are the best examples, where Baba allowed them to take to Sanyas only after their wives predeceased them. The duty of a son towards the parents and family is demonstrated with the incidents of Tatya who moved to sleep in his house leaving Baba’s company in the nights after his father passed away, Govind Balram Mankar fulfilling his responsibility as a son by performing obsequies of his father and Deo’s anxiety in fulfilling his mothers udyapan ceremony successfully demonstrates a duty owed by son towards his parents.  On the other hand when Vijayanand, the hermit goes to Baba to seek permission to seek his ailing mother, Baba prevents him from going.  Baba wanted to demonstrate that when man accepts to severe his relations to accept Sanyas one should stick to the path they have chosen.  

Love towards siblings is demonstrated by the incidents of Shama’s anguish to be with his brother and sister-in-law in time of her sickness and the relationship of the Durender brothers.  The chapter about Hemandpant’s shimga dinner shows the kind of bond and love that must exist between near and extended family.  These incidents stress the fact that a man’s duty starts from the home, he should fulfil his responsibilities that he is born into and accept them as his first step towards spiritualism.  
Baba’s story of the snake and the frog is to show us that enmity and ill feeling will bring destruction to all, and one cannot escape from destiny and will ultimately have to pay for all their bad deeds.  Baba’s advice to us to be egoless is through Pundalik Rao to whom Baba advised to surrender good and bad actions to Him.  This principle of surrendering of actions is applicable only when the actions are not deliberately induced to cause harm to others.  
Though the number of followers of Shirdi Sai Baba is increasing many folds, the numbers of people following His teachings are very few.  People though visit Baba’s temple regularly and do service in His name seem to be oblivious to the needs of their children entrapped in competing world and peer pressure parents are neglecting children; focus is more on education and not imparting knowledge and imbibing them with values, culture and respect for older generation which is crucial to build a rich and stable future.  People seem to have forgotten that the service to God starts from home.  What use is the devotion and service when we show disrespect to our elders considering them as parasites, hurting them with our actions and words and put them in old age homes at the time of their life when they need our love and care in their last moments?  
Man hides behind religion and makes Baba as an excuse to mask their irresponsible and obnoxious behaviour in inflicting pain to parents, wife and children and justifies that his behaviour is acceptable by Baba.   When one gets strayed by temptations and tends to hide their actions behind name of Baba, one should remember Baba’s advice to Nanasaheb when he was restless at the sight of the beautiful lady.  Baba said “that mind is fickle by nature and it should not be allowed to get wild. The senses may get restless, the body, however, should be held in check and not allowed to be impatient. We should curb our senses rightly and properly according to the need of the occasion and never entertain evil thoughts.  Making the mind desire less, observe God's works of beauty. In this way the senses will be easily and naturally controlled and even in enjoying objects one will be reminded of God.  With Viveka (discrimination) as our charioteer, we will control the mind and will not allow the senses to go astray”. 

Every effort man makes in life is to be happy and George Bernardshaw said “A happy family is but an earlier heaven.”  The word “devotee” seemed to be used in vain by people in present world.  A humble request, before we call ourself as devotee of Baba, let us reflect if our actions are worthy enough to be compared to devotion of Mahalsapathy, Tatya, Kakasaheb Dixit, Shyama, Lakshmi Bai, RadhaKrishna ayi, Mrs Tharkad to name a few who are the actual devotees of Baba and lived by His word in all aspects of life and were ever happy with what little they had.  Let us pray and seek Baba’s blessings to follow His teachings.  
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