Greatness of a Sadguru

Sadguru, who has himself attained God-vision alone, can lead a man to His goal of self realisation. Hemadpanth says that what cannot be achieved by hearing religious lectures and study of religious works is easily obtained in the company of such worthy souls. Just as the sun alone gives light, which all the stars put together cannot do, so the Sad-Guru alone imparts spiritual wisdom which all the sacred books and sermons cannot infuse. His movements and simple talks give us 'silent' advice. The virtues of forgiveness, calmness, disinterestedness, charity, benevolence, control of mind and body, egoless ness etc. are observed by the disciples as they are being practiced in such pure and holy company. This enlightens their minds and lifts them up spiritually. Avataar Meher Baba in (GLIMPSES OF THE GOD-MAN, Vol. IV, Bal Natu, pp. 105-111) says that:- 
“Consciously or unconsciously, directly or indirectly, each and every creature, each and every human being — in one form or the other — strives to assert individuality. But when eventually man consciously experiences that he is Infinite, Eternal and Indivisible, then he is fully conscious of his individuality as God, and as such experiences Infinite Knowledge, Infinite Power and Infinite Bliss. Thus Man becomes God, and is recognized as a Perfect Master, Sadguru, or Qutub. To worship this Man is to worship God.”

Perfect Masters had the burning desire to Know God and See God.  They have tuned their ability to know and find God and listen to the song of the divine (as described in Lord Meher by Bhau Kalchuri) within them.  Each one of us have the innate ability to lean towards spirituality, but we are so engrossed in our worldly duties that we concentrate only on the mundane tasks and fail to find God in our heart.  Only those whose hunger to know God is intense, strive harder to elevate from the clutches of ignorance by experiencing knowledge in accordance with the Divine Law. 

The perfect masters namely, Shirdi Sainath, Hazrat Babajan, Tajjuddin Baba, Narayan Maharaj, Upasani Maharaj were all ordinary humans, but they had the innate burning desire of knowing God.  God fulfilled their desire to be liberated and rise above the mere humanity, and each one was lead by a Guru to realize Godliness in them.  It is the disgust, detachment and righteous conduct in life that has lead them to the path of God realization.  The path towards this God realization is obviously not simple, BABA says that he who has discharged the worldly duties alone can control the mind and move towards the light of God.  The power of Sadguru is incomprehensible; Meher BABA says that Sadguru has the ability to bring the God to earth to take the form of a human, which is called Avataar.  It is the love and desire to elevate the mankind to rise above the mundane matters that prompted God, to bless ordinary men with strong sense of self-discipline to be Sadgurus, who help lead men in finding God in them.  The path they have opted is not easy as is said in Satcharita: 

· "To tread the spiritual path is like walking on the edge of a sword. There the intellect does not count."

Let us not mistake that Sadguru has had a life of ease or is born with power to make life comfortable for himself, infact as their biographies point out that they had the most painful life, vis - Sai BABA of Shirdi was orphaned, was labelled as a madman, was subjected to hatred originated due to jealousy and rivalry.  His state of Godliness was not discovered until much later in his life.  Upasani Baba (Kashinath), was an ordinary man of low intellect, but disgusted with life and tried many professions before being sought by Shirdi Sai BABA to be made perfect.  Upasani Baba, subjected himself to cruelty, starvation, lived in scorpion and snake infested temples.  Tajjuddin BABA was called crazy, worked in the military during British rule and was ridiculed by people was and put in jail as he roamed naked.  Narayan Maharaj was an orphan ill-treated, was disgusted with life seeking death unable to bear the pangs of hunger and stumbled across God. Hazrat Babajan, though born a beautiful princess was more drawn towards the Song of god in her heart and treaded all the way from Persia to India and was called, mad, witch and ridiculed.  Yet they have not severed an inch from the aim of finding divinity.  

We are fortunate to be born in the land treaded by Sadgurus.  All said and done, yet we fail to recognise the fact that when the Sadgurus themselves have shown us the way of life which is filled with anxieties, stresses, disappointments, failures and abuse, all that is needed is the grace of God to come out successfully through all the hurdles, life has never been a bed of roses, not even for king of Ayodhya – Rama, yet we seek instant miracles to lift us from pain, trouble and failures when we should be accepting all the good and bad as the way of life and blessings of God based on our Karma.  As Sadgurus demonstrated we should constantly seek His companionship to give us strength to overcome any challenges we face.  Current anarchy in the world seeks the light of a living Sadguru who can free us and fix us in reality of prevailing divinity and discovering God within ourselves.  Do we have a soul amidst us who is pure in thought, words and action that can be awakened by the grace of God and can lead us away us from confusion and straying aimlessly in pursuit of our goals?  Is that Sadguru here yet?  Perhaps the love and faith of the devotees would compel God to manifest through a human to hold our hands and lead us to light.  Let us pray for that day to approach us soon.  
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