Rise of Sai Movement in Australia
Where ever there are devotees of Shri Shirdi Sai, there the air is engulfed with fragrance or Sai Baba’s love and presence.  One need not say much about the spread of Sai movement either be in India or overseas.  It is evident with the number of temples that followers of Shirdi Sai are all over the world and it includes people from all Nationalities.  Where ever there are Baba’s devotees there is always satsang, and where there is satsang then Baba resides there both in spiritual and physical form in those places.  It is love of Baba which inspires like minded people to come together to build temples in overseas. 
Building a temple in foreign land is no small task.  It requires Baba’s blessing and inspiration which is the prime ingredient to build a temple, then lot of planning, effort and resources both in terms of monetary and human are needed to build temples.  If we were to say the temple was built by one person and name that person then it would not do justice to all those selfless people who tirelessly work and render services voluntarily in making things happen behind the scenes.  
The credit of accomplishing Baba’s work goes to Him alone for He knows how to get things done and by whom.  Hemandpant mentions in Satcharita that“ In the Darbar of Shri Sai, many personalities appear and play their part;” so also various volunteers devotees and patrons of the temple played their part in establishing Baba’s temples in Australia. One thing to remember in doing service to BABA is that worship of BABA or the temples are not dependent on a person or organisation, each one is a player in this universe and founders, patrons or devotees are mere pawns in the hand of BABA.  People come and go, but His work goes on uninterrupted and He chooses the people whom He wants to carry on the work for Him.   It would be unfair to mention few names and omit various other unseen hands that render selfless service either monetarily or through physical service even to this day without any expectations or rewards or recognition of name or fame.   A brief overview of how the temples of Shirdi Sai BABA came into existence in each of the state in Australia is given below.  

Sydney:

Australia has six states and two territories out of this Baba’s temple or public worship is conducted regularly in five States so far.  The premier State to host Baba’s place of worship goes to Sydney.  In Sydney a group of devotees joined together and conducted monthly bhajans at their houses taking turns initially.  As the numbers began to grow, by Baba’s inspiration a registered tax deductable charitable foundation was formed in 1999. 
Later an old Church was rented which currently houses the beautiful moorthy of BABA which was installed on Queens birthday long weekend on 2001 amidst presence of thousands of devotees from Sydney, other states within Australia as well as overseas.  The Moorthy was installed under the guidance of Shri Satpathyji.  

The function spanned a period of three days, with discourses, bhajans and aarthis performed by devotees.  Thousands of devotees thronged the temple and it was first time when people realised the magnitude of Baba’s family in Sydney.  This included devotees from different nationalities.   A number of selfless volunteers look into the running of this temple in the best possible manner.  This temple is located in Strathfield in a beautiful Chapel which is marked as a heritage building.  A marvellous thing about this temple is that it is in an huge enclosed complex which has the old Church in which Baba is worshiped and a Surgery on one side and a Muslim school or Madarasa on the other side symbolising Baba’s teaching of unity of all religions and confirming Sabkamalik ek meaning God is one.  
This temple is run purely by the volunteers and is registered as Sydney Shirdi Sai Sansthan.  All four aarthis are conducted on significant festivals such as, Ram Navami, Guru Poornima, Dussera, and Baba’s anniversary during Queen’s birthday weekend. Dussera or Baba’s punya thithi is celebrated with great pomp and show with Palki procession around the temple with plays, dance and drama put on by the volunteers and performed by kids.  The temple is open on weekdays from 6:00PM onwards and Dhoop aarthi and Shej aarthi are performed.  On Saturday temple opens at 9:30AM with Kakad Aarthi and then later from 6:00Pm in the evening.  Sunday is a big day where all the four aarthi’s are performed and the evening is devoted to Sai bhajans from 5:30PM followed by Dhoop aarthi and Shej aarthi.

Address: Mandir is located at 420 Liverpool Road Strathfield South, NSW 2136 Corner of Liverpool Road & Hill Streets.
Website Address: http://www.shirdisai.org.au/
Canberra:

Canberra is otherwise called us Australian Capital Territory is roughly about 250 KM away from Sydney.  Similar to Sydney the bhajans were initially conducted once a month by group of devotees since 1999.  Initially devotees did the bhajan using a huge picture of Baba.  Later with the help of Shirdi Sai Sansthan Sydney and few other local devotees Baba’s statue was shipped from India.  It was installed in Canberra at Hindu Temple and Cultural Centre (HTCC).  The installation was done as per the agama traditions following 40 days of prayers and rituals and with final installation happening on December 6.  
Hindu Temple and Cultural Centre is built as a place of worship and currently houses all Gods such a Ganesh, Vishnu, Shiva, Durga, Hanuman, Mahaveer, Bhudha, Ayyappa and Shirdi Sai.  All festivals are performed in this temple.  The significant festivals relating to Baba such as Ram Navami, Gurupoornima, Dusserra are performed with great enthusiasm by the devotees.  Baba’s anniversary is celebrated every year on first weekend in December.  This is significant as volunteers and devotees from Sydney and Canberra work together to make this event happen.  Anniversary is marked with havan, bhajans, plays, dances, palki procession. 

The temple is attended by the priest who resides in the temple premises itself with the family.  Regular Aarthi is held by the priest in the temple on the weekdays. While on Thursday Shej Aarthi is held at 8:00 PM. temple remains open daily from 7:00AM to 9:00Am and in the evening from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM with aarthi performed at 7:30 in the morning and evening.  

Address: Hindu Temple and Cultural Centre (HTCC) at 81 Ratcliffe Crescent Florey, Belconnen, Canberra. 

Website Address: http://www.htcc.org.au/
Brisbane

Sai Saileshwara Mandiram in Brisbane is housed in a converted garage an attic.   The shaping of temple started in 
 2003.  There were many unseen hands behind the thought of establishment of the temple.  The group of volunteers call themselves Sai Samaj engrossed themselves with zeal into shaping this temple.   The temple was officially inaugurated on 17 January 2004, with installation of the main deity, Shri Shirdi Sai Baba amidst chantings and pooja to welcome Shirdi Sai Baba and Sri Ganesha into the temple.  The final consecration was done on Guru Poornima on 2 July 2004 where a three-day prana pratishta ceremony was performed to install the deities of the temple according to Vedic rites.  
This temple is a platform not just to Shirdi Sai Baba, but to various other deities as well.  In February 2006, the statue of Ardhanareswara (Lord Shiva), arrived from India on St Valentine’s Day and was installed by Sai Samaj over a 40-day pooja.  
This temple conducts various activities regularly for the Community which is given as below:

	On Mondays the focus is on physical and spiritual health and well being through meditation, yoga and discourse held every week held from 7:30 PM onwards.

Thursdays is signified with aarthis at 12:00 noon and evening 7:30 followed with bhajans.  
Bal Vikas classes for children are held fortnightly on Sunday mornings.  The main focus being on yoga, meditation, divine mantras and human values.

Apart from above on 1st Sunday of each month Baba’s Abishekam is done.  For further details and to visit the temple please see the address and the website details given below.


	Address: 1614 Sandgate Rd, Virginia, Queensland, Australia, 4014.

	

	

	

	



Website Address: http://saisamaj.org/
Melbourne
Sai Movement commenced in Melbourne since April 2005 with the worship of a small idol of Baba by group of Sai Devotees.  Later as the crowds started growing, a need for establishing a bigger Baba’s moorthy was felt.  Sydney Sai Sansthan as usual lent its helping hand in bringing a life size statue of Baba to Melbourne.  This is the only temple with such a huge life size statue with an endearing smile of Baba.  This statue was installed on 16 April 2006 under the guidance and advise of Shri Satpathyji amidst hymns, chanting and yagna worship of fire by the priests and devotees.  The celebrations spanned over a period of 3 days with huge gathering of devotees from interstate such as Sydney and Canberra as well.  

The idol is installed in a church in Camberwell.  Baba is served by a priest.  The temple is open daily from 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 7 days a week and in the evening 5:30 PM to 9:00 PM in the evenings except on Thursdays when it is open till 9:30 PM.  Baba’s abhishek is performed on Thursday at 7:45 PM and 10:30PM on Sunday.  

All important functions are celebrated with great enthusiasm by the devotees.  The important functions are Ram Navami, Gurupoornima, Dussera and Temple anniversary.  Devotees participate in huge numbers.  A number of volunteers look after the cleanliness and maintenance of the temple and assist devotees who come to the temple.  The temple has a small stall which sells spiritual books, magazines, Satcharita and other sacred pendants and threads.  Devotees purchase these items and offer it to Baba and get it consecrated by placing it on his holy feet and take it with them.  
Address: 32 Halley Avenue, Camberwell, Vic - 3124
Website Address: http://www.shirdisai.net.au
Adelaide
	Inspiration to start a Baba’s temple comes only through His blessings.  Baba’s worship in Adelaide commenced since October 2005 when the idol and books of Shirdi Sai Baba were presented by Sydney Sai Sansthan.  Initial satsangs were held in devotee’s homes later as the crowds started to increase through the advertisement in the local newspapers and posters in various Indian shops and community noticeboards, the devotees sought a bigger premises for worship.  The prayers were moved to a well cleaned and carpeted shed in a devotee’s home backyard.  
From 1st October 2006 the weekly aarties started and every Sunday with commencement of Kaakad Aarthi and Madhyaan Aarthi. More activities were added to the regular schedule and festivals like Dusshera, Guru Poornima, Sri Dattatrya Jayanti were observed by conducting bhajans aarthis followed by bhojan Prasad.  Devotees were participating in large numbers and volunteering to cook food for large numbers on such festive occations. 
On 3rd of October 2007 and the sansthan was legally registered with the government of South Australia as “Shirdi Saibaba Community and Cultural Organisation of South Australia”.  Following the registration of the organisation the sansthan signed a lease for an year on 2nd March 2008 for bigger premises at  6 Blamey Avenue Broadview to perform regular Sunday prayers.  The lease has been since then renewed regularly and devotees found a haven to worship Shirdi Sai Baba since then

Since then there is no looking back.  The numbers began to grow and people enthusiastically participate in all festivities and celebrations and work selfless to serve other devotees to the best of their ability.  The main functions are marked with Dhoop Aarthi, Bhajans, Baba’s Palki and Shej Aarthi followed by prasad.

	Address: 6 Blamey Avenue Broadview

Website Address: http://sainathsa.org/about.htm

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Perth

When the thirst to seek god and the yearning is greater then we are sure to find god in some way or other.  An organisation was registered 24 March 2010 which also happens to be Ram Navami, under the guidance and advise of Shri Satpathyji by Devotees who were also directed to rent a place for commencing weekly activities.  A place was rented in Bayswater and followed with proactive marketing and advertisements at grocers, community notice boards and emailing the known and interested people. 

It took a lot of effort and work initially by the initiators however it was paid off when the first satsang was held on a Sunday commencing from 5:00 PM to 7:30PM and is held regularly thereafter. 
From 15 July 2011, Gurupoornima, satsang centre commenced aarthi on Thursdays from 6:00PM to 7:00 PM as well.   These satsangs are attended by a number of people, for He decides who to come and He organises it so.  The main focus of this satsang is to spread Baba’s teachings and values and is not about ritualistic worship.  

An interesting aspect of this satsang is the active participation of the younger generation who are enthusiastic and volunteering to run programs like Yoga classes, old age care etc.  Apart from community work the activities include arati, bhajans , discussion on topic for the week on spirituality, reading Satcharita and Meditation.  

The major functions celebrated by this group are Guru Poornima, Dusshera and Ram Navami.  The devotees had a reason to rejoice on Dussera as they had a new Baba moorti on Dusshera.   

Address: 53-59 Murray Street (cnr Crowther Street) Bayswater WA 6062;

Website Address:  http://saibabaperth.org/Home_Page.html (under construction).
