An evening Remembering Shirdi Sai Baba 
with 
Guruji Shri Chandra Bhanu Satpathyji in Australia
paayoji mainne ram ratan dhan paayo 
(I have received a treasure of God's (Rama) name.)
Vastu amolik dil mera sataguru kripaa kari apnaavo
 (My true Guru (spiritual master) gave me this invaluable gift and gratefully, I accepted it.)
February 2014 is a memorable month for Shirdi Sai Devotees in Sydney and Canberra in Australia, the reason is we had the opportunity of singing Baba's songs and hearing His glory through Guruji, Shri Chandra Bhanu Satpathyji  who was on His way back to India after inaugurating a temple at Auckland In New Zealand.   Canberra is Australia's capital and is an administrative state, the whole city is still after 6:30 in the evening.  This event has given an opportunity for the laid back city to come back to life to enjoy the evening of spiritual bliss in listening to and taking in the grace of Guruji.   
Personally, I have been fortunate to be blessed by Guruji with His presence in Canberra.  Devotees also travelled from Perth, Sydney  to listen to Guruji.  Discourse was held in Canberra on 12th February 2014, Wednesday at 81 Ratcliffe Crescent Florey in Canberra.  Being a working day and mid week did not stop people from coming in hundreds to hear Guruji.  They were not disappointed, their thirst for Shirdi Sai Baba was satiated with the powerful words of Guruji who enumerated His reasons for Following Shirdi Sai Baba as His perfect Master.  
The gist of the discourse was that one should not go to Baba to seek miracles as Baba was not a miracle man.  It is important for a devotee to bring about changes within themselves little at a time to be a better person.  For Baba, rich and poor were the same.  Baba with His actions He wanted to pass on the message to the world to break down the barriers of Caste system, out casting of people who suffered from leprosy and equality to the down trodden and people from low socio economic background.  Events in Satcharita show that in order to demonstrate this Baba has chosen Bhagoji Shinde, a poor, schedule caste leper as His premier servant.  Baba did not allow any doctors and other rich devotees to touch Him and anoint His hand when it was burnt trying to save a child from falling in the furnace when the mother called out Baba's name as the child accidentally fell in the furnace.   Baba also ensured that all rich and poor were treated equally by serving them the food from the same hundi and all were served food under the same roof.  Baba was archetype of kindness, compassion who treated everybody equally.

Guruji stated that one should not "window shop" for various gods and sadguru's in their desperation to fulfil their desires or overcome their problems.     Suffering to humans is a natural phenomenon and reiterated that it is natural for a person to have ups and downs in life.  Having firm faith in their Sadguru will help them to overcome the problems and increases their patience which is an important virtue to be cultivated by the followers of Shirdi Sai Baba.  Guruji also stated that it is important that one should not give false statements about Sadguru to place Him on the high pedestal.  It is equally important that one should not give fake evidences of appearance of Baba as is publicized through TV and other media.  As these kind of statements and publicity gives a wrong impression about Baba.   One of the primary duty of a devotee is towards their family. Guruji said that Baba never wants a devotee to leave their family and responsibilities to take to His worship because Baba never liked people to hurt others and always wanted people to fulfil their responsibilities and duties.  Guruji further stated that the best tribute one can give to the Sadguru is to set small goals to be a little better than what we were before which will help in our spiritual progression.  
To  a question posed by a devotee as to how a common man can serve Baba, Guruji said that one can involve in volunteering at Shiridi Sai Baba Temples, writing about Baba, being part of the trust or serving people in various ways like setting up websites and distributing Baba's messages to people.  Guruji also mentioned that everytime people ask Him to talk about Baba helps Him to think of Baba and remembering and thanked devotees for giving Him that opportunity to share His thoughts about Baba.

The discourse was followed by Shej Aarthi.  It was overwhelming to see Guru lead the devotees into singing Baba's aarthi.  Children ran over to take Chamar from Guruji to fan Baba.  The whole temple was vibrating with divine currents and all eyes were moist with happiness drinking in the view of the event.  The same event was repeated in Sydney on 13th February at Shirdi Sai Baba's temple in Strathfield which was well attended by devotees.  
The presence of devotees at the events held in Canberra and Sydney was a proof that Nationality or race is not a bar to express love and devotion towards Shirdi Sai Baba.  People thronged to hear about Baba especially when the information about Baba is imparted by a Guru who has assimilated Shiridi Sai Baba into His system.  For the followers of Guru, the God and the Guru become one especially when they both are seen at the same time.  

People in Sydney and Canberra have no words to express their pleasure in feasting on the whole event.  The evening at both the places ended with Maha prasad.  It was indeed a treasure of Shirdi Sai Baba's name which was given to devotees in Canberra and Sydney by revered Guruji Shri Chandra Bhanu Satpathyji which was gratefully accepted and well received by all those who attended.
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