   




Ramanavami – A festival of Diversity and Harmony

Aum Sama sarva-mata sammataya namah.

Obeisance to Shri Sainath, who acknowledged that all religions are equal.

(By Zarine)
The whole world is in a chaotic state with war in Iraq and SARS in Asia and other countries.  In spite of these disturbing situations a wide section of community, world wide had something to celebrate on 11th and 12th of April 2003.  These people, belonging to different religions, nationalities and caste have assembled in various Mandirs/temples, world wide to celebrate the victory of good over evil.  They participated enthusiastically in Ramanavami festival.  For followers of Shirdi Sai, this is one of the important festivals.  This is a festival of unity and diversity – where Ram and Rahim are worshiped at once by both Hindus and Muslims.  Latest technology had made it possible for people in different parts of the globe to watch this unique Ramanavami festival through the medium of internet.  The efforts made in bringing BABA to our homes by providing special prerecorded programs by team of www.saibaba.org are well appreciated.  Their dedication and relentless service to bring this event to our house through the electronic media, needs a standing ovation.  Let us remember that all services provided to god and devotees, are voluntary.  These small groups of people (volunteers) found world wide, engaged in the service of god and mankind, are ordinary humans with commitment to family, friends, and to jobs at offices.  These people always find time out of 24 hours to make things convenient and comfortable to the devotees to during such festivities.  These volunteers are gifted and blessed for being engaged in the service of BABA.  And their efforts make an impression on the minds of the devotees who participate in the events.  The commitment of these volunteers is applauded.  Let us collectively thank them for their endeavors, and pray for their well being and welfare of their families and continue to provide us the taste of spirituality.

I have a special place in my heart for Shirdi Sai Sansthan – Sydney and I want to thank the team of volunteers profoundly.  The reason for this partiality is because they make it possible for people like me, living Australia to enjoy and experience the divine bliss in the presence of BABA at Sydney by looking to the minutest details in providing comforts othe participating devotees.  Their dedication is commendable.  During this visit, BABA’s grin on HIS face and emotions were noticeable to all the people.  The reason being; BABA was decorated with a golden crown and was looking magnificent in the new adornment.  BABA’s vanity was evident and He looked ethereal.  People would vouch for it.  Emotions were running high looking at the loving statue of BABA adorned with new garments, flowers and the newly acquired crown.  All the pains taken to make Him look so endear ring are not wasted.  The whole temple was vibrating with hymns and radiance of the lights and devotion and smell of incense.  People have volunteered to come forward to organise food for hundreds of devotees.  I am ever grateful to BABA for making this visit to Sydney happen for me and participate and experience the divine spiritual joy along with others.  

There is a significance of BABA’s temple in Sydney - BABA is housed in a Chapel – a place for worship by the Christians, and HE is sandwiched between two Muslim schools.  BABA is served by a group of people belonging to different religions and nationalities – Christians, Muslims, Macedonians, Buddhists, Jewish etc.   One finds people dancing in ecstasy during the aarthi.  This Ramanavami festival is living fact of “unity in diversity” in serving god.  One who has experienced the presence and workings of BABA find that – the events in our life are placed so as to confirm His presence by recalling His teachings in Satcharita.  In the present context people are massacred in the name of religion, personal vendetta and humanitarianism is severely compromised; perhaps it prayers that has reduced the impact of adverse situations in the world.  If it were not for the prayers then probably mankind would have been wiped off the face of earth.  What is happening cannot be stopped, as the things are ordained by god; but the impacts can be reduced by prayers.  My obeisance and prayers at the holy feet of Shri Sainath “one who established amity and harmony between the followers of diverse religions leading to a common path of virtue (Zarine) – Samarasa sanmarga sthapanaya namah”.  We have time and again experienced this harmony on occasions; let us hold these values through out our life and pass it on to the next generations urging them to live in harmony and uphold the teachings of BABA.  This is the only way to show our gratitude towards god and all HIS servants who make such events memorable for us.
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