Is the age of reason Dawning


History shows that in England and Europe the period between 1600 and 1700 is often referred to as The Age of Reason; due to the widespread intellectual and literary movement. This was brought about by the rational thinking which was fanned by the intellectual freedom and not confined by prejudice, religious beliefs, and or politics. During this period focus was on introspection or self-understanding, conduct and character of individual.  
Whilst in India, the land of Seers and Saints with its rich cultural and spiritual heritage, the Dawning of Age of Reason Dates way back to the days of Ramayan where the hunter turned saint Valmiki wrote the great work Ramayan.  The change came about him due to self-understanding of his actions which is the proof of the intellectual freedom exercised by free will.  After Valmiki came a number of other saints, who have made their land mark contribution.  Some of the modern saints who have influenced a number of people in spiritual progression are Kabir, Tajjuddin Baba, Shirdi Sai Baba, Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Bhagvan Ramana and Meher Baba to name a few.  They explained "how" things worked, "why" it worked and "who" was at the controls.    They were not bounded by the classroom education.  No letters were necessary.  Their belief in the universality of the humans and spiritual unification of the mankind through oneness of God has brought people from all walks of life and religion under one roof.  Below is a sample of their teachings which has a striking element of commonality.  Their teachings allude to the finding of God within Man, barring the power of illusion that separates man from God.
	"If he tries to find himself he finds God and if he tries to find God he finds himself."
"I have made Him My companion Who is beyond pleasure and pain; I will revel
with Him, I will merge with Him and never be parted again".  Kabir,
“Meditate upon the Knowledge and the Bliss Eternal, and you will have bliss. The bliss is indeed eternal, only it is covered and obscured by ignorance. The less your attachments to the sense-objects, the more will be your love for God.” Ramakrishna Pramahansa


"Be wherever you like, do whatever you choose, remember this well that all what you do is known to Me. I am the Inner Ruler of all and seated in their hearts. I envelope all the creatures, the movable and immovable world. I am the Controller - the wire-puller of the show of this Universe. I am the mother - origin of all beings - the Harmony of three Gunas, the propeller of all senses, the Creator, Preserver and Destroyer. Nothing will harm him, who turns his attention towards Me, but Maya will lash or whip him who forgets Me. All the insects, ants, the visible, movable and immovable world, is My Body or Form". Shirdi Sai Baba

"One who sees himself and realises who he is and does not stop there but goes on his quest for Truth and knowledge(divine) till he becomes perfect, he realises God". At another place he has said, "If you want to see God, the only way out is to know yourself ". Tajuddin Baba
 “Helping yourself, you help the world. You are (Sic) in the world – you are the world. You are not different from the world, nor is the world different from you.” Ramana Maharshi
“The only Real Existence is that of the One and only God Who is the Self in every (finite) self.” Meher Baba
The main aim of these Masters was to teach Man how to be happy by awakening the power of reasoning and removing their delusions. With every passing generation man is getting smarter and more intelligent. However man seems to be regressing spiritually.  The era when it was said that the age of reason dawned, seems to be no longer applicable.  The intelligent man’s energy is channeled into innovations, creations and making money.  There is no doubt dawning of the age of materialistic reasoning which has taken predominance in the present world.  Man seeks happiness external to his being and associates happiness with material things.  
The Masters have demonstrated with their lives as they lived the life and walked the walk, to show how one should conduct themselves in this world.  Alas man is so intelligent that his filters of sense and discrimination are turned on and his spiritual quest turned off.  As a result he takes in only what his mind is prepared to accept and what he reasons to be right.  Modern man seems to be self indulgent and in most cases there seems to be a personal agenda behind every spiritual act.  There is no point in carrying out inhuman acts under the cloak of religion, or hoarding money for fulfilling ones desires under the pretext of serving god or community.  It is only when Man becomes receptive to the teachings of the Masters and realize that body is to be devoted to discharging duties then they progress spiritually.  This can be achieved by channeling the energy in spiritual awakening by following the teachings of the Masters.  The day when Man realizes that he alone is responsible for his happiness, only then we can say that the age of the reason is dawning.  This is easier said than done.  Only the grace of a Guru who has walked in this path can help us and guide us in achieving this goal.     
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