Guru Tradition
Guru, is a god man who has glimpsed the absolute truth of the supreme power and is aware of the reason for existence.  For a man to be in perfect communion with the supreme energy is only possible with strict discipline and unflinching faith even in the face of troubles.  Only those who have realised the truth can lead those desirous to know the Truth to it.  Guru can show the seeker the path leading towards the Salvation which frees man from the clutches of Maya and fixes him in his Self.   

In Satcharita Annasaheb Dabolkar emphasis the importance of a guru.  He says  that 

“Where Real or Sadguru is the helmsman, he is sure to carry us safely and easily beyond the worldly ocean...”  Coming in contact with such men who are embodiments of God, whose mere presence brings peace to the mind and all the worldly problems are forgotten.   
Guru tradition is prominent in the Sikh history and in Dattratreya lineage from lord Dattatreya to Shirdi Sai BABA.   Guru tradition is not something that can be passed on as an inheritance in the family from father to son.  As mentioned in Katha Upanishad – “The self cannot be gained by the study of Vedas, nor by intellect, nor by learning.  He whom the Self chooses, gains it.  To him the Self reveals its nature”.  Hence only those whose merits are greater and their actions have cleansed their sins can only lead others in the correct path leading towards salvation. 
Annasaheb outlines the qualifications of a guru and says that ‘a real guru is one who by his discourse creates in us, a distaste for the enjoyments of this world and the next, and gives us a taste of self-realization, who is well-versed in both the theoretical and practical knowledge (self-realization) deserves to be called a Sad-guru’.  
When one is in presence of a holy man, who is the chosen one to lead them out of their miseries the heart sings a tune of love and their mind is at peace.  Infact it is not wrong to liken the Guru to God as lord Sri Krishna himself said in Geeta that God, Guru and Devotee are His forms alone.  Then what doubt is there when one sees the power of god emitting from the body of Guru?  In the book Self Realisation:  The life and teachings of Sri Ramana Maharshi by BV Narasimha Swamiji - Humphreys records his experience of being in presence of Sri Ramana maharshi, who is perceived as one of the perfect masters ‘…On reaching the cave we sat before him, at his feet and said nothing.  We sat thus for a long time and I felt lifted out of myself.  For half an hour I looked into the Maharshi’s eyes, which never changed their expression of deep contemplation.  I began to realise somewhat that the body is the Temple of the Holy Ghost; I could only feel that his body was not the man; it was the instrument of God, merely a sitting motionless corpse from which God was radiating terrifically.  My own feelings were indescribably….’ Page 110.

A seeker should always be vigilant and look out for the guru who can lead him to the path of liberation.  There is no one thumb-rule of everybody choosing one guru as their leader.  Every individual could perceive different learned people as their guru.  But one must exercise caution to look out for the signs of Guru as described in Satcharita and seek the true guide to lead him in the path of spirituality.  At the same time in this path one must exercise control over their critical attitude about others and their choices of guru.  After all not all 5 fingers are same, each is different but has its own usefulness.  Each guru has their way of performing in the world and helping seekers to reach their goal.  For those having faith in their heart suffices to lead them to their chosen guru to help them work out their karma and be liberated.  
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