Guru Devo Bhava

Guru is the unmanifested form of Vishnu who gives siddhi and annihilates all our sins.  Such is the significance of guru in our life.   BABA also stressed the necessity of guru in satcharita he insisted that treading the path of devotion along with a guide/guru one can achieve the objective of god realisation easily; without guru a sadhak is lost in the spiritual world and roams aimlessly.  

God reaches his children in the form of guru. Guru is a person who has himself realised the godliness and has immense love without discrimination towards the wide universe.  BABA in satcharita has clearly demonstrated how one should serve guru selflessly.  In chapter 5 of Satcharita, BABA with all humility and humbleness served the self professed pseudo guru "Jawahar Ali".  BABA new the defects and limitations of this pseudo guru, yet to set out an example to the world about the type and kind of service that one gives to guru, HE selflessly served Jawahar Ali in all aspects and humbleness as possible.  By this baba wanted people to realise that what ever be the defects of the guru, one must serve the guru relentlessly with single minded devotion and humility and humbleness.  Service towards guru should not involve judgement and weighing the worth or value of the guru.

The story of Ekalavya in Mahabharat shows the importance of guru, and the value that a student has towards the name of the word "guru", when Drona acharya refused to teach Ekalavya archary for the fear that Ekalavya would surpass Arjuna, Drona's favourite pupil in the skill.  Ekalavya, knew he could not achieve or master skill without guru, so he built a statue of Drona Acharya and practiced archary and excelled in the skill.  Drona in his selfish love towards his favourite disciple Arjuna, asked Ekalavya to give his thumb as guru dakshina.  Ekalavya knew that any request of guru needs to be fullfilled immediately gladly gave his skill in the form of severing his thumb to Drona.  This is the highest form of guru dakshina that a student offered for using the serivce of image of guru.  Ekalavya being a perfect disciple fulfilled his role as that of a disciple.  This enumerates the equal importance to the name, image or physical presence of guru in our life.

We Sai followers, world wide are fortunate to have BABA as our helsmen, who is nirgun aakar, parabramha as our perfect guru.  It is our Sadguru, who has sought us out hence we have the seeds of sai love sown in our hearts.  Unless guru seeks us out and blesses us we cannot have love or devotion towards HIM.  It is our guru who has taken the first step towards His devotees and cultivated in us the seeds of  bhakthi.  Let us on this gurupoornima thank our guru and MASTER for the love He has showered on us.  Let us accept all the happenings of good and bad that befall us as the prasad of our Guru.  Our Master knows our limitations, and He would never subject us to the tests that are beyond our scope of bearing the burden.  Our guru seeks love, shraddha and saburi as guru dakshina.  So simple is our guru.  He does not show any discrimination towards His children, he treats good and evil people alike.  He is compassionate and is love embodiement.  To such Sadguru who is the king of all the saints let us offer our obeisance and embrace him and lodge Him in our heart and pledge our undying love and loyality and offer the two pices of dakshina namely "Shraddha and Saburi" which He feverently seeks only for the welfare of His children.  Such is the greatness our of Sadguru.  Let us offer HIm all our senses, mind and body and think of HIM with gratitude on this holy guru poornima.  This is a first step towards worship of our guru.  May the grace of guru always shower abundantly on all of us.
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