Gods will and mans free will in creating
Ever wonder how the universe came about?  Obviously it must have taken a great genius to work out the details of the universe in relation to the positioning of the planets and creating this wonderful earth.  The nature, elements and aspects of this creation are so well balanced that everything exists in harmony.  It is truly amazing as to how one could think of the smallest detail such as microbe, algae, and ants to name a few that live on the same earth as did dinosaurs in the past and man and other wild life in present.   There are a number of scientific theories about how universe and earth came into existence, and we will not dwell into the “big bang” theories that seek to find scientific rationality for life and energy pervading this universe, those theories are meant for the atheists or non-believers.  For the believers of God, and for the purpose of our discussion relating to spiritual thinking there is recognition that the energy that baffled the scientific minds is nothing but the ultimate and supreme power, which the believers call it God.  It is this supreme power that brings together people of same thought together and they come to be connected with each other through the love for the supreme energy which is called by different names like Ram, Rahim, Christ, and Baba.  
The universe could not have come into being if it were not the will of God.  God’s will is unselfish, magnanimous and generous.  Anything that is done by the god is for the benefit of the whole universe.  The elements such as sun, air, water, fire, sky and earth are not restricted to a group or race of people or to one nationality alone.  The sun shines on every corner of the earth; the air is free for everyone.  God’s creation does not show discrimination, the perceived good and the bad people live on the same earth and breathe in the same air that He created. God’s benevolence is so great that He has created “Man” in His true image and bestowed man with knowledge, intelligence and power to be able to create things at a micro level. This is explained by Hemadpant in chapter viii of Satcharita, when he talks about human birth and value of human body.  One realises God vision, through work, commitment to help others and serving others.  God’s will and creation is for the benefit of the entire mankind and this benevolence is showered at macro level.  Even though God gave each man same level of intelligence, however it is up to their past impressions and their ability to use the internalised power that either enables or prevents the man to use intelligence and come up with novel ideas that best use the natural resources, under the guidance of the unforeseen hand of the Lord.  God guides those who surrender their will and work for the benefit of the mankind to discover the inventions which are labelled as inventions.  
It is not possible to see the grandeur or magnanimity or love that God has towards His devotees.  The closest example one could get is the role of a mother.  God has chosen to show His power of Creation through a mother. A mother goes through agonising pain to have a child.  She puts up with pain accommodates and protects the child within her womb for 9 months before the child is born.  Shri Satpathyji say’s a mother is the only human being who has the ability to be able to have the selfless qualities exhibited by god.  A mother’s love is unconditional and the love and care showers continuously on the child and there is no expectation.  A mother puts her child before her needs.  A mother forgives the mistakes of the child and does not hold grudge.  As god cannot be with us at all instances, He has given us mother who is His image and exhibiting His creating qualities.  Similarly God protects His devotees and showers endless His love. 
While a mother’s creation is akin to god, a man’s creation is different.  His ability to create comes from intellect and has a selfish motive behind the creation.  Man’s creation is based on his choice with a selfish motive.  Free will is not about making choices, but it is the ability of man to be more receptive of direction of god and to act independent of external causes for the benefit of the mankind.  A man who uses his free will has no choice but to abide by the will of God and do as per the God wills.  Such a man’s actions either consciously or unconsciously are aimed at creating or discovering the things which nature already holds in her mysterious clutches.  In short a man who uses Free will is in fact an instrument in the hands of god, working for the benefit of the community.  Invention of the light bulb, telephone, planes; internet etc., to name a few is “invented” by man for the benefit of the nation or community, the list is exhaustive and still getting bigger by the day.  
Free will is a gift given by God to man so that man can go about creating things in a smaller scale for the benefit of mankind.  At the same time when God created the free will, He also created the law of cause and effect to keep the universe in constant balance irrespective of creativity.  God follows this law of balance; hence we have tsunamis, earthquakes, bush fires, floods and famine to balance the creativity in nature.  When god is bound by the law of creativity and balance then how can man think that he can create things that will enable man to live in eternal happiness and break the laws created by God?  A man should forever be conscious about his actions and see if they align to the laws established by god which are held in the mysterious grips of the nature.  Shri Satpathyji, made many a reference to this law of nature which tends to keep the balance and enable harmony in nature in his discourses.  Quoting Marianne Williamson, the American author and spiritual leader of the church

“God created the law of free will and God created the law of cause and effect. And he himself will not violate the law. We need to be thinking less in terms of what God did and more in terms of whether or not we are following those laws.”
If one reads Satcharita they find that Baba made a reference to the power of nature to implement this Law and the effect it would have on a person.  Baba expresses inability to shake Him off the clutches of the enticing power of nature which Baba calls it as Maya.  In chapter 13 of Satcharita Hemadpant makes a reference to Baba’s conversation about the subtle nature of this Maya which binds even the Supreme Being.  Baba says "Though I have become a Fakir, have no house or wife, and though leaving off all cares, I have stayed at one place, the inevitable Maya teases Me often. Though I forgot Myself I cannot forget Her. She always envelops Me.This Maya (illusive power) of the Lord (Shri Hari) teases God Brahma and others; ...". 
An intelligent man who in involved in creating things for the benefit of community will constantly evaluate his actions against the norms of the god.  Such a man would think about the pros and cons of the action and leave the final decision to the will of God.  A man who surrenders his actions to the higher power will invariable be directed to the right choice in implementing ideas and thoughts that would be beneficial to the mankind.  Surrendering the decision to God will annihilate the ego and give confidence to man that his actions and will is directed by God alone and his actions would reach finality only if God will’s it.  
Let us all pray to thank the merciful lord for all the learning experiences and achievements He lead us through in the past year and seek His blessings and guidance in marching towards a new year.  We can make this world a better place to live, by making a pledge to evaluate our actions in the light of Gods will.  When we consciously make such an effort we would make the world a better place with less scope for ill feelings, misunderstandings and increase in communal bonding.  May Baba bless us always and guide us in our life. 
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