Sai Answers Anguished Calls

Man is constantly battling with uncertainties, be it in spiritual world or materialistic world.  Sometimes we are so overwhelmed with the negative effects of the uncertainties that we start questioning our direction in life and in spirituality.  When subjected to stress and duress mind and faith wavers.  To quote Hemadpant in Sai Satcharita "A doubting mind has no firmness of resolve, for his mind always wavers, it never decides one way or other.  His state was like that of a Trishanku - the king who did not gain access to heaven but remain suspended between the heaven and the earth."  Recently, I had gone through seesaw of emotions, and had the audacity of questioning BABA and his credibility.  My questions were:

1. Why do good people who always helped others suffer more than those who are selfish?  Why is good subjected to so much of testing? What incentive does a man have to be good if tested to such maximum extent?

2. BABA said just saying my name "Sai" "Sai" does away with the sins of the past birth, but it is really true? Where is He when we need Him?

3. Why does one have to take so many births to suffer the same mental and emotional pain?  When Shama and Mrs Kharpade the close devotees of BABA, were not spared of rebirths for 70 generations what about commoners like me who have known BABA only through books?  How will I be saved from the pain of rebirths?

4. What is the extent one is subjected to pain for their Prarabdha Karma either this birth or previous birth?  It seems endless suffering for some.

5. Will BABA ever give me answers?  

I concluded vehemently that HE was a liar and nothing but a sadistic old man living on miseries of people (I could feel my pious grandmother curl in her grave, God bless her soul!)   I decided to be fair and gave BABA two months time to answer my questions and prove Himself and His ability as a Sadguru.  Believe me, I derived immense pleasure and satisfaction by snubbing at BABA.  This was said on Tuesday 6th of August.  The following Thursday, I read Sai Vichaar, Volume5 - Issue 12 dated August 8th 2002.  And guess what, I have answers for my queries, surprise!

Feature of the Week "Eternal Union with Baba" By Sivanandam ji has answered by questions.  The pain that I am going through is due to my emotional attachment of this soul with the other souls who are suffering.  I take upon the pain on myself rather than offer the doership to BABA as He asked us to do in Satcharita, thus developing a sense of detachment leading to Moksha (answer to my 3rd question). What is the great fun of writing about BABA and his teachings when I do not fully accept and comprehend Him and His teachings in my life?  When a man is in high state of emotionality, reasoning ability is lost, and is so over whelmed with Maya that He looses his mind and sense of direction as well, like Chandbhai Patel lost his Mare.  Here Mare denotes the sense of direction and faith. When BABA guided Chandbhai to look near Nalla, BABA meant to say that Nalla is the knowledge, one has to direct the senses and their attention and seek knowledge and fix mind in a given place.  We are moved by many circumstances in this life, but the only person who is firm in HIS belief towards the feet of Sadguru will be directed to the goal or destination.  In chapter 21 BABA told HV Thakur "The path of this place is not so easy as the teaching of the Kanarese Saint Appa or even as the buffalo-ride in the Nhane Ghat. In this spiritual path, you have to put in your best exertion as it is very difficult." BABA never said that the path of spirituality was easy, infact in many instances He explained that Path towards God is full of thorns and pits, only a true guide can make us reach our destination.  My premise that just taking out BABA's name without any conscious effort would remove my problems is wrong.  One also has to practice what is taught in the book.

BABA always entertains any challenge with a sweet smile, I challenged Him, have I not?  And He set about a series of motions into action.  When I bawled out my woes and said the bad things about BABA to friends, I was given advises and was looked down as stupid senseless fool and of course, I did feel like a fool.  But BABA on the other hand accepted my behaviour like a mother and the message He gave through the article is this  "Once Baba told to Nana Saheb Chandorkar "Nana, I am not angry with you. You, my children, have a right to be angry with me. If Venkusa were here, I could be angry with him".  I heaved a sigh of relief, I am not a fool after all.  I guess for any sai follower in the special bond that we enjoy with our Sadguru, the love hate relationship is common.  This brings us much closer to BABA.  It is possible only for Saints and realised souls to remain unruffled in life and look at passing events unperturbed.  And I would be kidding myself, if I said nothing in my life effects me, as Sai takes care of everything.  After all I am a mere mortal and not a saint.  I can still throw tantrums and HE is going to be there at every stage holding on to me and guiding me through all crests and falls in life, and humour me.  What a relief! 

This also taught me that one should not take God for granted, but make an conscious effort of understanding WHY, GOD made things in such a manner.  This is the main purpose why God put man in this marvelous creation and endowed us with the faculty of intellect, so that we could appreciate His work.  How can a person learn the essence of the teachings what the Master is trying to teach us without questioning it?  BABA, Himself told Nanasaheb Chandorkar in Chapter 39 about interpretation of a sloka from Bhagvad Geeta.  BABA was knocking off Nana's pride, no doubt, but at the same time BABA was saying that a person intent in gaining the knowledge of spirituality one must question their guru and get the appropriate answers which would further their spirituality. BABA said "Mere questioning is not enough. The question must not be made with any improper motive or attitude or to trap the Guru and catch at mistakes in the answer, or out of idle curiosity. It must be serious and with a view to achieve Moksha or spiritual progress."  So had I not questioned BABA on his motives I would not have got this answers which had caught my attention and every time I read that article it gives me new sense of direction and a firm conviction that HE has answered my question.

One who is familiar with the work of BABA would understand my excitement I am sure.  None of us have seen BABA in His SAGUN (physical) form except for those who were present during His time.  Blessed are those who behold His true form in their eyes.  We do feel NIRGUN (formless) form of BABA in the form of the messages that we get through unexpected sources, such as that I got through this material.   My another answer was through Sai Newsletter from " shirdi_sai_baba_divine_grace " The quote for Thursday was:

· I will not allow my devotee to be lost.  (answers my 2nd question)

· I will account to God for all those that have been given to me. (this answers my 1st question)

Hemadpant in his original Marathi version Sai Satcharita as translated by Indira Kher says "Such cryptic style was characteristic of BABA what could one make of it?  But carefully stored in our ears, when one pondered over it, many interpretations could be found in it. Words of saints are never without meaning and when carefully examined reveal deep significance" (Chapter 12).  Here I have interpreted the messages according to what my mind or rather how BABA directed me to interpret it.  I am sure many of you have found different meanings to what you were seeking from various sources too.  But the truth prevails "He comes running to us, when we cry in earnest".  With regards to Prarabdha Karma (answer to 4th question), it is laid out in the Shastras that one undergoes suffering till their bad and good behaviour balances.   "Hatred spoils the purity of our mind and adds to our karmic balance - Eternal Union with BABA by Sivanandamji.   When the end towards working out their sins has reached, it is the sign when Guru pulls the devotee to his feet like a sparrow tied to a string.  Then the rest of the journey passes off beautiful with the boon bestowing hand of our BABA over our head.  The light at the end of the tunnel is always visible, only we need to walk with strong determination, in that process our steps do falter, it is but natural, we are human after all, but the victory lies in accepting our faults, being humble and egoless.  To understand BABA one needs to have heart of a child and intellect of a learned man.  Let us pray and ask Him to bless us to be worthy of His love.
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