GUILD OF LINGUISTS - LESSON 6
Lesson Subject: More Difficult Grammar Rules
Some grammar styles are a bit more difficult since there is no English equivalent, but they are still essential.
Word-Changing Suffixes
You know that the amount of known words up to now is quite limited. Fortunately, some suffixes have been extrapolated from the texts that can help create new words by converting one word to another part of speech. Unfortunately, these suffixes make translations more difficult if you aren’t familiar with them.

· The suffix -tahv
Apply to: verbs
Function: Changes the verb into a noun.
Example: glo (begin) + tahv = rehglotahv (the beginning)

· The suffix -tahn
Apply to: verbs
Function: Changes the verb into a noun that performs the verb.
Example: glo (begin) + tahn = rehglotahn (the beginner)

· The suffix -ehts
Apply to: nouns and cardinal numbers
Function: The word becomes an adjective. Also makes cardinal numbers ordinal.
Examples: shorah (peace) + ehts = shorahts (peaceful)
trom (wing) + ehts = tromehts (winged); fah (one) + ehts = fahets (first)
· The prefix -b' with number words
Apply to: cardinal numbers (special case)
Function: Forms an adjective that shows an ‘amount’ of a noun or an adverb that shows thee ‘extent’ of an adjective.
Example: prihn (small) = prihn b'fah (small 'as one', very small, tiny); kosehk kortee = I wrote books, kosehk kortee b’sen = I wrote few books BUT kosehk kortee sen = I wrote three books.
· The suffix –th
Apply to: adjectives
Function: Changes adjectives to nouns.
Example: soygi (stable) + th = soygith (stability)

· The suffix -ihn and -ihj

Apply to: verb stem

Function: Changes verb to a past participle.


Example: tahg (give) + ihn = tahgihn (given)


Note: This does not form the perfect tenses


Example: the given rule = rehlehsh tahgihn

BUT I have given the rule = lehtahg rehlehsh
· The suffix '-ahl'
Apply to: verb stem
Function: Changes the verb to a present participle.
Example: tsoid (glow) + ahl = tsoidahl (glowing) 

Note: This is not the present progressive tense.


Example: the glowing rock = rehprad tsoidahl

BUT the rock is glowing = rehprad dohtsoid
Personal pronouns
Personal pronouns are attached to the end of the possessed noun as suffixes. There is one for each person:

[image: image1.emf]1st person my  -oy

2nd person your  -om

3rd person his/hers/its -on

1st person pl.our  -ot

2nd person pl.your  -oyt

3rd person pl.their  -os


Example: our master = nahvahot; his linking books = korvahkhteeon.
Prepositions
These little words are attached as prefixes. Here is a list of some prepositions. This is not 100% certain, as the texts could admit different interpretations:

[image: image2.emf]b' to

f' / feh on

k' for

m' / mehfrom

n' around

t' various meanings (in, of,…)

 
Remember: The ‘eh’ can always be used additionally for a better pronunciation.
The Word mot
It seems to be equivalent to English “that,” but the use of this word is unclear. Use it with care. Example: the masters that are writing = rehnavahtee mot dosehleet
You have now completed all lessons and can proceed to the summary in Lesson Seven.
Special thanks go out to the Riedl brothers of the Guild of Linguists site at http://linguists.riedl.org/old/main.htm for the original lessons and the D’ni Script font.
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