GUILD OF LINGUISTS - LESSON 4
Lesson Subject: Advanced Grammar
In this lesson you will learn to change the tense of the verb, to make nouns plural
and to form advanced sentences with verb, noun and object, including adverbs and possession.
Changing the Tense of Verbs with Prefixes
You probably remember that the actor is indicated by a certain suffix to the verb. This idea is used also in most other features of D'ni grammar. So, for the indication of tenses, prefixes are used. The first person singular present tense form has no prefix. That means our example glo means “I start”, as you learned in Lesson Two. However, if you want to say “I started,” you need to use past tense which is formed by adding the prefix ko- to form koglo. See the complete list of tense prefixes in the following table:

[image: image1.emf]Simple Present no prefix I start glo

  glo

Simple Past ko- I started koglo

  Koglo

Simple Future bo- I will start boglo

 boglo

Present Progressive do- I am starting doglo

 Doglo

Past Progressive kodo- I was starting kodoglo

  KoDoglo

Future Progressive bodo- I will be starting bodoglo

 boDoglo

Present Perfect leh- I have started lehglo

 leglo

Past Perfect kol- I had started kolglo

  Kolglo

Future Perfect boko- I will have started bolglo

 bolglo

Present Perfect Progressive unknownI have been starting ***

Past Perfect Progressive unknownI had been starting ***

Future Perfect Progressive bodol- I will have been startingbodolglo

 boDolglo


The Imperative
The imperative or command form, is indicated by a suffix because it is neither a tense definition nor an actor definition. To form the imperative, the prefix -ah is attached to the already conjugated verb. For example, “You start” is gloehm, so the command “Start!” would be gloehmah if you're talking to a single person. Use gloteeah if you're talking to more than one person.
Object Pronouns
In D’ni there are no subject pronouns (I, we, he, etc.) as they are implied with the suffix of the conjugated verb. However, D’ni does have object pronouns (me, us, him, etc.). They are written as separate words after the verb like in English.


[image: image2.emf]1st person me zoo

zU

2nd person you shem

Sem

3rd person him/her/it shen

Sen

1st person pl.us seht

set

2nd person pl.you (pl.) shemtee

SemtE

3rd person pl.them sheet

SEt


Plural Nouns
In order to make a noun plural, the prefix “-tee” is attached to the end. These two D'ni letters are also the indicator for second person plural form when attached to verbs, so do not look for this suffix to identify a noun. If the noun is possessed, the plural suffix is attached before the possessive suffix. Example: books = kortee; the books = rehkortee; his books = korteeohn
The Indefinite Article
The D’ni indefinite article, corresponding to the English “a” or “an” is ehrth-. It is attached as a prefix to the noun like the definite article reh-. If ehrth- is put in front of a plural form, it means “some”. It can also be found as a separate word in front of the noun.
Example: book = kor; the book = rehkor; a book = ehrthkor; some books = ehrthkortee.

Changing Adjectives to Adverbs
An adjective can be changed into an adverb by adding -(eh)sh. Therefore, “He creates safely” would be mahrnehn soygihsh. Remember, adjective always follow the word they modify.
The Possessive and Forms of “Of”
Possession is a bit of a difficult topic. Personal possession, if someone or something owns an object, is indicated by the word okh. Sometimes it is suffixed to the possessed noun. Conversely, there is the word teh, often shortened to t’- and attached as a prefix. Teh is used to indicate amount or quantity. Next is meh, which is used to indicate composition and can be contracted to m’-. And finally there is tso, also non-personal, that marks a possession of characteristics when it implies cause and effect. Keep in mind that the forms of “of” are often used irregularly. Look at the usage within these examples:








Gehn's book = rehkorokh Gehn. (Gehn owns the book)
one of the group = fah t'rehtehs. (fah = one, tehs = group, fah indicates quantity)             the house of rock = rehtomahn meh prad. (the house is composed of rock)
the Age of death = rehsehv tso mahnshootahv. (the Age causes death)
Conjunctions
D’ni conjunctions link words, phrases, and clauses like in English. We know of no compound conjuctions like “neither…nor” but the three basic conjunctions are as follows:


[image: image3.emf]andgah

ga

but roob

rUb

or pahm

pam


Note: Gah and reh- are contracted to form greh- Example: and the book = grehkor.
A General Note Regarding Prefixes
If a prefix/word combination is not easy to pronounce, an ‘eh’ may be inserted between the prefix and the word. For example: kahg + sh would be kahgsh, so it changes into kahgehsh.

Summary
- The verb stem is also used for the first person present tense.
- Other tenses can be achieved by attaching certain prefixes to a verb.
- The imperative is formed by appending -ah.
- The indefinite article is ehrth-, used as a prefix to the noun.
- Plural of nouns is indicated by the suffix -tee.
- Adjectives become adverbs by adding -sh.
- Personal possession is shown by okh, one of the D'ni forms of “of”.

You now know much about the D'ni language. Instead of more words, here is a short text. Try to translate it. If you have serious problems with grammar, you should repeat this lesson and lesson 2. If you can read the text, check yourself with the original translation. Then you're ready for lesson 5.

.liSo  Kenen  erTnava .Kolonen  regalpo  ok erTbUgin  prin .bocOlanAen  KeraS  resevtE
Solution: 
Lihsho is a master. He discovered the cave of a little creature. He will bravely complete the ages.
Special thanks go out to the Riedl brothers of the Guild of Linguists site at http://linguists.riedl.org/old/main.htm for the original lessons and the D’ni Script font.
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		Simple Present		no prefix		I start		glo		glo

		Simple Past		ko-		I started		koglo		Koglo

		Simple Future		bo-		I will start		boglo		boglo

		Present Progressive		do-		I am starting		doglo		Doglo

		Past Progressive		kodo-		I was starting		kodoglo		KoDoglo

		Future Progressive		bodo-		I will be starting		bodoglo		boDoglo

		Present Perfect		leh-		I have started		lehglo		leglo

		Past Perfect		kol-		I had started		kolglo		Kolglo

		Future Perfect		boko-		I will have started		bolglo		bolglo

		Present Perfect Progressive		unknown		I have been starting		***

		Past Perfect Progressive		unknown		I had been starting		***

		Future Perfect Progressive		bodol-		I will have been starting		bodolglo		boDolglo
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		1st person		me		zoo		zU

		2nd person		you		shem		Sem

		3rd person		him/her/it		shen		Sen

		1st person pl.		us		seht		set

		2nd person pl.		you (pl.)		shemtee		SemtE

		3rd person pl.		them		sheet		SEt
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