GUILD OF LINGUISTS - LESSON 1
Lesson Subject: First letters and some words.
The D'ni alphabet has 35 letters, 11 vowels and 24 consonants. There are some 
differences from English, D’ni has no 'x', for example, and they have some
letters like 'eh', 'oy', and 'oo' for which we use two. Some letters are difficult to
distinguish because the only difference is a round or a sharp corner. These critical points are marked in red in the images.
The goal of this lesson is to show what makes the 's' an 's', for example. But with some practice and a good eye,
it is not difficult to identify the letters correctly.
Relationship between D’ni Letters and Numbers

A D’ni letter can consist of two basic parts called the stem, which is the vertical component, and the base, which is the horizontal component. Although most D’ni letters have both a stem and a base, some have either one or the other. The stems and bases are derived from the D’ni number system (or vice-versa), and each basic D’ni letter corresponds to a letter from one two twenty-five, so there are 24 (non-accented) letters in the D’ni alphabet, consisting of both consonants and vowels. Compare each D’ni letter to its corresponding number and note the stem and the base:
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There are a number of D’ni letters that have accents. An accent in D’ni is a little dash similar to a D’ni apostrophe placed on the letter that performs a number of functions. In consonants, the accent usually turns a fricative into a plosive. For instance, an accented ‘f’ turns into a ‘p’ and an accented ‘v’ turns into a ‘b’. There are exceptions to this rule, however. An accented ‘s’ is an ‘sh’ and an accented ‘j’ is a ‘g’.
For vowels, an accent ‘intensifies’ the sound. Imagine adding the ‘ee’ sound right after the base vowel’s sound. For example, ‘eh’ becomes ‘eh-ee’ or ‘ay’ and ‘oh’ becomes ‘oh-ee’ or ‘oy’. The exception to this rule is ‘uh’, which becomes ‘oo’. Here is a table showing all accented letters. Note that not all basic letters can be accented.
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Since we can infer to which number each letter corresponds, we can deduce the D’ni alphabetical order:

vtsjykafiermTdhocwuxlqzn  bSgKIpEADOU

Notice that the basic letters are represented first, with the accented characters at the end. The two sets separated by a space.
First D’ni Letters
Here are the first 14 letters you will learn (critical points marked in red), each with a comment that tells which base and/or stem each letter has and the number to which it corresponds. The numbers at the end of the descriptions can help you figure out the alphabetical order, as D’ni letters are alphabetized in the order of the numbers to which they correspond.
[image: image1.emf]1 v 2 t 3 s 4 j

5 y 6k 7 a 8 f 9 i

)e !r @ m # T $ d

% h ^ o & c * w ( u

[ x ] l { q } z \ n


EH
The 'eh' is a two-base and no stem. (10)
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R
The 'r' is a two-base and a one-stem. (11)
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S
The 's' is a three-stem with no base. (3)
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SH
The ‘sh’ is a three-stem and no base with an accent. (3 -)
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T
The ‘t’ is a two-stem with no base. (2)
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V
The ‘v’ is a one-stem with no base. (1)
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K
The 'k' is a one-base and a one-stem with an accent. (6 –)
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L
The ‘l’ is a four-base and a one-stem. (21)
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N
The ‘n’ is a four-base and a four-stem. (24)
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A
The ‘a’ (as in ‘bat’) is a four-base and a two-stem. (22)
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O
The 'o' is a three-base and a one-stem. (16)
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U
The ‘u’ is a three-base and a four-stem. (19)
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G
The 'g' is a four-stem and no base with an accent. (4 -)
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AH
The ‘ah’ is a one-base and a two-stem. (7)
Now that you’ve learned some letters, you can start to learn some D’ni words. In these lessons, all D'ni words are depicted in blue and written in Roman characters for clarity. 
These lessons won't normally use the D'ni script, but in the following list only those letters you already know are used so that you can write them in D'ni if you want to practice.

Verbs
kehn = to be
glo = to start
lon = to discover
sehk = to have
sehl = to write
tahg = to give

Nouns
kor = book
lehnah = journey
nahvah = master
tehl = guild
sehv = Age

Adjective
gahro = great
If you feel confident with your letters and words you are ready to enter the second lesson.
Note: Future lessons will have a summary at the end, but this isn't necessary yet.
Special thanks go out to the Riedl brothers of the Guild of Linguists site at http://linguists.riedl.org/old/main.htm for the original lessons and the D’ni Script font.
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