Task 2





Hypothesis 


Women remain responsible for the bulk of domestic labour in the home.





Context


This is a question which will support your study in a significant part of the syllabus





It is a significant feminist debate because housework remains a symbol for many of the oppression of women and their relegation to the domestic sphere.  There is also a functionalist argument as to the extent to which men are now participating in housework, if only to support their working wives.  You will be investigating conjugal role and some of your conclusions might be related to power relationships with the home.  A lot has been written on this debate and your review of literature in the context should be significantly easier than with some other studies.





Method


Identify a number of domestic tasks.  Ask a sample group of men and women which of these tasks they undertake in the home and how many hours they devote to those tasks.  You might also need to ask if people have paid employment and how many hours they work.  A non- working partner could reasonably be expected to do more in the home than a working partner does.





Make sure that the domestic tasks include car maintenance and other more ‘masculine’ jobs.  You will then be able to quantify the amount of domestic labour that each partner contributes to the family.





Evaluation - 


There is no certainty of agreement between men and women as to how much each contributes.  Men are likely to overestimate their contribution and women to devalue the male contribution.  





This provides you with an excellent discussion on the value and meaning of answers to *empirical questions for the evaluation section of your work.  Some tasks are likely to be gendered, such as lawn mowing or toilet cleaning.  You may well therefore discover that housework does not simply represent a power relationship between couples, but illustrates a more complex set of meanings as to the nature of gender itself.





Planning


It would seem sensible to make a list of domestic jobs.


Aim to write about two sides of A4.


You can do your research by phone / e mail or in person. 


Try to use a certain age bracket - over 19


Sample size should be no more than 20 no less than 10.








* If you do not know the meaning of this word look it up and write it into your file of notes.


