Sampling Methods – Continued

Social Surveys

‘The aim of the survey is to obtain information which can be analysed and patterns extracted and comparisons made’ BELL 1987

The term survey covers a variety of forms:-

Census / Opinion polls / 

· They find factual information about issues; communities and groups.

· The data can be gathered and statistical information easily generated.

· The same questions are used

· In the same order

= Reliable data.

The will collect

1. Explanatory and analytical – as done by sociologists

2. Descriptive – features of the phenomena as done by Govs

Examples

NATIONAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY – done every year since ‘71

THE SOCIOLOGY OF HOUSEWORK – Ann Oakley done in ‘74

One uses a massive amount of input in order to achieve reliability

The second is a smaller one but uses more qualitative data in order to give a fuller picture.
Other types of Social Surveys

· Cross-sectional surveys – snapshots of now – do not give trends

· Longitudinal surveys – over time e.g. 7UP-49UP – show trends

Planning – BILTON 1996
The following are essential activities that must be done according to Bilton before a piece of Social Surveying can occur

1. Clear recognition / identification of the ‘problem or issue’ which the survey addresses.  

2. Linkage to work done earlier by ‘other’ sociologists.
3. A clear statement of the ‘idea’ ‘preposition’ ‘hypothesis’ ‘theory’ to be tested.

[Example – A study of the housework done in the 2000s by women, taking account of the work done by Oakley [1974] et al, proposing the theory that women are still doing the vast amount of household chores].

4. Identification of the population to be researched

5. Selection method of sample – see handout sheet.

6. Pilot interviews

7. Final printing and dispatch of questionnaires.

8. Follow up interviews

9. Analysis

10. Results and the spread of the information discovered.

Also essential the following areas must be included 

1. Ethical dimension.  Is the research ethical and what safeguards should you put in place to ensure that it remains ethical.  

2. A full understanding of ethics.  

3. An understanding of the differences between journalism and social science research.  Sometimes they are the same – often they are different.

4. Evaluation.  How successful was your method; is it reliable and valid.

5. Criticisms.  What went wrong and what went well.  If you were doing this again what would you do differently?

6. In writing up your work you must always follow a pattern.  In the case of AQA Sociology you need to follow the guidance of the board to the letter.  Look this up.

7. The context of your research must be clearly set at the beginning and not referred to excessively during other stuff.

