	Primary Data
	Secondary Data

	· What ever method a researcher uses when they collect data themselves is called primary – the list could be:-
	· Existing data that has been collected by a researcher could be used by you in support of your research topic – providing it is relevant of course!

	Social Surveys – including questionnaires and structured interviews
	Official statistics – including census and BMD stuff

	Case Studies – like what you are doing with your study of a family [s]
	Historical – parish records / Bishops Transcripts etc.

	Unstructured interviews
	Expressive documentation – diaries and journals

	Observations – including participation
	The Media – using the work of journalists is acceptable but it is usually done through content analysis.  Journalists are not sociologists – but their material can provide supporting evidence.


Advantages of Secondary Data are:-

1. Provides useful material about your research topic.

2. Comparisons can be made of your primary stuff with the secondary.

3. Time

Disadvantages

1. Different method to your method

2. Is it really that relevant to your work

