Practical Issues associated with sociological research methodolgy

Reliablity

This is about the ability to make consistent general comments about an issue using the same method time and time again.  A method used on one occasion could be used again and again.  A consistent replicable result can be assured.

Validity

A true to life representation of what is being studied.  Rarely are both possible in once research study.  More validity is achieved through looking at a social issue through the eyes of the respondent.  Interpretivists are want more validity in their research.

Representativeness

This links the group being studied to the larger population.  Linked to this is the idea of sampling – how you create the group that you will research and who will give you your data.

Basic Preparation

1. What do I wish to discover?

2. What do I wish to find

3. Does the phenomena that I believe exist really exist?

4. What studies have already been done in this area – THE CONTEXT

5. Which research method suits this investigation?

6. Do I have access to secondary data or do I just use primary?

7. Should I focus on gaining quantitative or qualitative data?

8. What is the best way to evaluate what I find out?

9. How should my data be presented.

10. What ethical concerns should I face before beginning my research?

Sampling 

Because generalisations have to be made a sampling technique needs to be used.  The chart – handout – outlines the various sampling techniques that are available.   Usually the researcher chooses one that suits the available data.

