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Literacy Challenge #1: Borrowing Without Stealing

Let's say you're writing a short research paper for class. You go to the library and discover some useful information in an encyclopedia. It's perfect for your essay, but you want to provide proper references. No problem. You know how to cite information from an encyclopedia, right? Good. However, what if that's the only information you can find on your topic in a printed source? What if the rest of your sources are all electronic ones? 
  

1. What special considerations should you give to these electronic sources? 

We must respect the fact that each electronic resource is someone’s intellectual property. We do not want to use another person’s work without their consent.

2. Why must you provide documentation for these sources? 

Documentation for these sources must be provided because in essence they are the property of someone else and, by law bare a copyright. Using borrowed information as your own is a serious legal offense known as plagiarism, which is punishable by law.

3. How would one cite each of these sources?
a. Private email 

Give the author's name or alias, the subject line from the posting in quotation marks, the date of the message if different from the date accessed, the author's email address long with the date of access in parentheses.

b. Listserv messages 

Give the author's name or alias, the subject line from the posting in quotation marks, the date of the message if different from the date accessed, and the address of the
listserv or news list, along with the date of access in parentheses. 
c. Discussion forum messages 

To cite files available for viewing/downloading via the World Wide Web, give the author's name (if known), the full title of the work in quotation marks, the title of the complete work if applicable in italics, the document date if known and if different from the date accessed, the full http address, and the date of visit. 
d. Newsgroup messages 

Give the author's name, the date of the correspondence in parentheses, the subject line from the posting, list the newsgroup, and give the date accessed enclosed in parentheses.

e. Website documents 
To cite files available for viewing/downloading via the World Wide Web, give the author's name (if known), the full title of the work in quotation marks, the title of the complete work if applicable in italics, the document date if known and if different from the date accessed, the full http address, and the date of visit.
f. Synchronous communication (MUDS, MOOs, IRCs) 

Give the name of the speaker(s) and type of communication (i.e., Personal Interview), the address if applicable and the date in parentheses.

g. File Transfer Protocol (FTP) files 

To cite files available for downloading via ftp, give the author's name (if known), the full title of the paper in quotation marks, the document date if known and if different from the date accessed, and the address of the ftp site along with the full path to follow to find the paper, and the date of access. 
h. Gopher files 

For information found using gopher search protocols, list the author's name (if known), the title of the paper in quotation marks, the date of publication if known and if different from the date accessed, any print publication information, and the gopher search path followed to access the information, including the date that the file was access

i. Telnet files 

List the author's name or alias (if known), the title of the work (if shown) in quotation marks, the title of the full work if applicable in italics, the document date if known and if different from the date accessed, and the complete telnet address, along with directions to access the publication, along with the date of visit. 
