Supply the correct tenses

At 6 am one day last week a young man (approach) the twin 110-story towers of the World Trade Center in Lower Manhattan.

He (wear) heavy hiking-boots and on his back (be) a pack containing a long coil (= tros) of nylon rope. A curious window washer (ask) the stranger what he (plan) to do. 'l (take) a walk,' he (say) casually. And then he (proceed) straight up. Averaging about two minutes a floor, George Willig, 27, (climb) steadily up the northeast corner of the great south tower. He (move) with a forthright (= vastberaden) manner that clearly (indicate) he (know) what he (do). An experienced mountain climber, Willig (plan) his adventure for a year. He (take) a day of leave from his job as a designer, and (be) utterly confident that he would make it to the top of his own private Everest.

To carry him up the building, Willig (design) two special T-shaped metal blocks that (lock) into a track used to guide the heavy scaffolding (= steigers) that (carry) window washers up and down. By the time he (climb) about ten floors, Willig (create) a cheerful springtime happening. Down below, spectators (flock) to cheer him on.  Television crews (arrive). And so (do) the cops, but they (become) caught up in the spirit of the climb.                    
At 10.05, Willig (scale) the final difficult passage to the roof. The jubilant cheers of thousands of spectators (rise) faintly to his ears from 1,350 feet below, and he (salute) his admirers with a wave. Then Willig (turn) and (fall) into the arms of the law. He (fingerprint) and (question), then (book) on charges of criminal trespass, reckless endangerment and disorderly conduct. The city (threaten) to sue (= gerechtelijk vervolgen) him for $ 250,000. Confronted by his talent, temperament and instant popularity, New York City soon (surrender) and (cancel) the suit.  Instead (say) Mayor Abraham Beame, the city (settle) for a fine of $ 1.10 - a penny for every floor.                 
(Adapted from Striving for upward mobility, Time.)

Fill in the right tenses.

Peter and Elizabeth (not - be) married for long. They (both - work) very hard, so Peter (think) it (be) a good idea to give Elizabeth a little surprise.

He (notice) an advertisement for cheap sunshine holidays in Spain.  Without telling Elizabeth what he (plan) to do, he (book) seats on a flight leaving at midnight on the next Thursday evening. Then he (go) home, looking very cheerful. 'Darling', he (say), 'you'd better tell your boss you (want) a couple of extra days' holiday.'

'Oh', she (say) '(we - go) away?'

Proudly he (lay) the air tickets on the table.

'Spain', she (say), 'isn't that going to be terribly expensive?' 

'It (all - take) care of', he (say).

As soon as they (get) home from work on Thursday, they (pack) their suitcases, (tidy) up the flat, (have) a meal, and (set) out for Gatwick Airport. They (hear) on the radio that some flights (delay).

It (be) very cold. Snow (fall) and the visibility (be) bad. Peter and Elizabeth (sit) in the lounge at Gatwick all night waiting for news.  Then they (give) breakfast and (tell) to climb aboard a coach.

'We (go) to Luton Airport', they (tell). 'Weather conditions (be) better there'.

It (take) nearly three hours to reach Luton, but, by the time they (get) there, all flights (cancel), so the company (send) them to a hotel. 

They (spend) Saturday at Luton Airport, hoping that the weather would change, but it (do - not). Then (come) reports that conditions (improve) in the north of England. 

At about six o'clock they (bundle) into coaches and (set) off for Manchester. They (arrive) there some time after midnight. By now everyone (get) cross and miserable. Around tea-time on Sunday visibility (begin) to improve, then suddenly more snow (begin) to fall.

'Let's go home', (whisper) Elizabeth. They (collect) their luggage, (leave) the airport and (catch) a train back to London. They (arrive) home just before midnight.

Elizabeth, lying in bed, (look) up at the ceiling. 'My goodness', she (say) sleepily, 'it (be) nice to be home.'
Adapted from 'Holidays'  by M. Thorn.

Fill in the right tenses.    

A disturbing report (appear) recently in the magazine Science. The report (describe) an experiment, the results of which (suggest) that there (be) occasions when psychiatrists (have) great difficulty in distinguishing between people who (be) mentally disturbed and those who (be) sane.

In the course of the experiment, eight perfectly normal people (gain) admission to psychiatric wards in a number of different hospitals.

They all (complain) of hearing voices repeating the words 'empty', ‘hollow' and ‘thud’.                                 

The eight fake patients (include) several trained doctors, who (lie) about their occupation. They also (lie) about their names and naturally about their symptoms. But in all other respects they (tell) the truth concerning their lives and their personal relationships; and once they (admit) to hospital they (behave) quite normally.

However, as soon as they (officially – label) 'mentally ill', everything they (do) (tend) to confirm the diagnosis in the eyes of the medical staff. For instance, if one of the 'patients' (approach) a doctor and (ask) a perfectly sensible question such as 'Pardon me doctor, could you tell me when l will be allowed to use the tennis courts?', the doctor's normal response (be) to walk straight on, ignoring the question.

On the other hand, the real patients inside the institution (be) not nearly so easy to convince. 'You (be - not) crazy. You (check) up on the hospital,' (be) a typical comment. The eight fake patients (stay) in mental institutions for periods from seven to fifty-two days. One (be) forced to the frightening conclusion that once a person (disappear) behind the walls of a mental institution, it may prove extremely difficult to convince the medical authorities that he or she (be - not) in fact mentally ill.

Adapted from 'The Observer'
Fill in the right tenses

Once upon a sunny morning, a man who (sit) at his breakfast (look) up from his scrambled eggs to see a white unicorn with a golden horn quietly cropping (= eating) the roses in the garden. The man (go) up to the bedroom where his wife (still - be) asleep and (wake) her. 'There (be) a unicorn in the garden,' he (say). 'Eating roses.' 

She (open) one unfriendly eye and (look) at him. 'The unicorn (be) a mythical beast,' she (say) and (turn) her back on him. 

The man (walk) slowly downstairs and out into the garden. The unicorn (be - still) there, he (now - browse) among the tulips. 'Here, unicorn,' (say) the man, and he (pull) down a lily and (give) it to him. The unicorn (eat) it gravely.

With a high heart, because there (be) a unicorn in the garden, the man (go) upstairs and (rouse) his wife again. 'The unicorn,' he (say) '(eat) a lily.' 

His wife (sit) up in bed and (look) at him, coldly. 'You (be) a booby (= idiot)', she (say) 'and I'm going to have you put in the booby-hatch'. 

The man who (never - like) the words 'booby' and 'booby-hatch' and who (like) them even less on a shining morning when there (be) a unicorn in the garden, (think) for a moment. 'We'll see about that,' he (say). 

He (walk) over to the door. 'He (have) a golden horn in the middle of his forehead,' he (tell) her. Then he (go) back to the garden to watch the unicorn, but the unicorn (go) away. The man (sit) down among the roses and (go) to sleep. 

As soon as the husband (go) out of the house, the wife (get) up and (dress) as fast as she (can). She (be) very excited and there (be) a gloat (= kwaadaardige blik) in her eye. She (telephone) the police and she (telephone) a psychiatrist; she (tell) them to hurry to her house and bring a straightjacket (= dwangbuis). When the police and the psychiatrist (arrive), they (sit) down in chairs and (look) at her, with great interest. 'My husband,' she (say), '(see) a unicorn this morning.'

The police (look) at the psychiatrist and the psychiatrist (look) at the police. 'He (tell) me it (eat) a lily,' she (say).' He (tell) me it (have) a golden horn in the middle of its forehead,' she (say). At a solemn signal from the psychiatrist, the police (leap) from their chairs and (seize) the wife. They (have) a hard time subduing her, for she (put) up a terrific struggle, but they finally (subdue) her. 

Just as they (get) her into the straightjacket, the husband (come) back into the house. '(you tell) your wife you (see) a unicorn?' (ask) the police. 'Of course not,' (say) the husband. 'The unicorn (be) a mythical beast.' 

'That (be) all l (want) to know,' (say) the psychiatrist. ‘Take her away. l (be) sorry, sir, but your wife (be) as crazy as a jay bird (= Vlaamse gaai).  So they (take) her away, cursing and screaming, and (shut) her up in an institution. 

The husband (live) happily ever after.

Moral: Don't count your boobies until they (be) hatched (= uitbroeden, uitkomen).
Adapted from 'The Unicorn' by James Thurber. 

Fill in the right verb forms

On the coast of California, on top of a mountain, stands an enormous castle which (look) as if it (lift) out of the Middle Ages and (lay) on the site. In fact the castle, (call) San Simeon, (build) for the American newspaper proprietor, William Randolph Hearst, but it (furnish) with objects (date) from different historical periods, which (transport) from Europe.

It (take) thirty years (build) the castle and even then it (never - complete). Throughout this time, over a hundred workmen (permanently - employ) on the site and the architect, Julia Morgan, (continually - oblige) to change the design, as often as Hearst

(change) his mind. Rooms and whole floors (construct) but then had (knock down) and (rebuild) to please him.

Agents (send) all over Europe (find) works of art (decorate) the castle.

Old ceilings and fireplaces, furniture, paintings and statues (purchase) and (ship) to America. An enormous number of objects (buy) but many of them could not (use) and (store) in warehouses, some of them not even (unpack).

Since Hearst's death San Simeon (turn) into a tourist attraction and the possessions which (lie) untouched in warehouses (= opslagplaatsen) (gradually - sell). The castle (hand) over to the American people and eventually the contents (give) to them. Unfortunately, they (be) not worth very much. Hearst's agents (often - deceive) by art dealers, who (sell) them cheap imitations instead of real works of art.

Adapted from: 'Castle of Dreams' by W.S. Fowler.

(based on: E. Hermans, New Cognitive and communicative practice)

Tense revision exercises – key

approached - was wearing - was - asked - was planning - I'm taking - said - proceeded - climbed - moved - indicated - knew - was doing - had been planning - had taken - was - had designed - locked – carries - had climbed - had created - were flocking - arrived - did - became - scaled - rose - saluted - turned - fell - was fingerprinted – was questioned - was booked - threatened - surrendered - cancelled – said - would settle.

had not been - had both been working (were both working) - thought – would be – (had) noticed – was planning - booked - went - said - want - said - are we going - laid – said – has all been - said – (had) got - packed - tidied - had - set – heard – had been delayed - was - was falling - was - sat - were given - were told – are going – were - are - took - had got - had been - sent - spent - didn't – came – were improving (had improved) - were bundled - set - arrived - was getting (had got) - began – began - whispered - collected - left - caught - arrived - looked – said – is

appeared - describes (described) - suggest - are - have - are - are - gained – complained - included - lied - lied - told - had been admitted - behaved – had been labelled – did - tended - approached - asked - was (would be) - were - are not – are checking - was - stayed - is - has disappeared - is not.

was sitting - looked - went - was still - woke - is - said - opened – looked – is - said - turned - walked - was still - was now browsing – said – pulled - gave - ate - was - went - roused - said - ate (has eaten) - sat – looked – are - said - had never liked - liked - was - thought - said – walked – has - told - went - had gone - sat - went - had gone - got - dressed – could - was - was - telephoned - telephoned - told – arrived – sat – looked – said – saw (has seen) – looked – looked – told – ate (has/had eaten) – said – told – had – said – leaped – seized – had – put – subdued – had got – came – Did you tell (Have you told) – saw (have seen) – asked – said – is – is – wanted – said – am – is – took – shut – lived – are 

looks - has been lifted – (has been) laid - called - was built - is furnished (has been furnished) - dating - were transported (have been transported) - took - to build - was never completed - were permanently employed - was continually obliged - changed - were constructed - to be knocked down – (had to be) rebuilt - were sent - to find - to decorate - were purchased – (were) shipped - were bought - be used - were stored - unpacked - has been turned - lay (have lain) - are gradually being sold - has been handed - will be given - are - were often deceived - sold.

