3.  The present perfect tenses.

3.1  Present perfect continuous - practise as shown:

   Eg: It started snowing two days ago and it's still snowing.

* It has been snowing for two days.

  1. She started washing dishes two hours ago and she's still washing dishes.

  2. Linda started vacuuming the rooms an hour ago and she's still vacuuming them.

  3. I started studying English two years ago and I'm still studying English.

  4. My parents started reading magazines two hours ago and they are still reading them.

  5. My brother started washing his car three hours ago and he's still washing it.

  6. They started writing invitations to the wedding party two hours ago and they're still writing them.

  7. He started phoning his fiancée half an hour ago and he's still phoning her.

  8. They started listening to 'Saint Matthew Passion' more than an hour ago and they're still listening to it.

  9. She started doing exercises two hours ago and she's still doing exercises.

10. He started training for the Olympics more than three years ago and he's still training for them.

3.2  Present perfect continuous - practise as shown:

  Eg: He's sitting in that spaceship.  (¼ hour)


* How long has he been sitting in that spaceship?


* He's been sitting in that spaceship for a quarter of an hour.
  1. The London train is waiting for the boat.  (50 minutes)

  2. We are travelling by jetfoil.  (2 hours)

  3. The Gordons are staying in the States.  (more than one month)

  4. I'm losing a lot of money.  (months)

  5. I'm driving all over New England.  (days)

  6. He's mowing lawns.  (years)

  7. They're queueing up in line 3.  (half an hour)

  8. He's smoking a pipe.  (years)

  9. They're sitting in a restaurant car.  (half an hour)

10. They're waiting in lobby number six.  (three hours)

3.3  Present perfect continuous - practise as shown:

  Eg: I started studying English when I was 14.


* I've been studying English since I was 14.
  1. It began freezing yesterday.

  2. He fell asleep when professor Crystal started his talk on the consequences of pollution.

  3. Mr Watson started collecting stamps when he was a child.

  4. Linda and Kevin started eating hotdogs when they were in the States.

  5. Bob started drinking fruit juice when he saw that silly programme on TV.

  6. Jenny started swimming when she was 4.

  7. Screaming girls began dreaming of Keith Whimsical when he sang 'Tears in my eyes'.

  8. Billy 'the Kid' began thinking about it when Terry 'the Tiger' mentioned it.

  9. The Gordons began growing vegetables when they moved to the country.

10. Linda started baby-sitting when she was 14.

3.4  Choose the correct present perfect tense. (Active)
  1. I (not see) you for a long time.                         


¦

  2. You must tell me what you (do) since I last saw you.     

¦

  3. He (not be) here since Christmas; I wonder where he (live) ever  
¦

      since.                                       




¦

  4. I (try) to learn English for years, but I (not succeed) yet.                 
¦

  5. We (live) here for the last six months and (just - decide) to move.  
¦

  6. You (already - drink) three cups of tea since I came in. 

¦

  7. I (wait) for her since 6 o'clock and she (not come) yet. 

¦

  8. He (not have) a holiday for 9 years because he (be) too busy.    
¦

  9. That book (lie) on the table for weeks.  (you - not read) it yet?        
¦

10. Since you gave me your number, I (phone) you at least four times  
¦

      and I (not find) you at home.                 



¦

11. (you - be) asleep all morning?  I (ring) the bell for the last twenty 
¦

      minutes.                                     



¦

12. She (work) so hard this week that she (not have) time to go to the 
¦

      hairdresser's.                                 



¦

13. He (write) a novel for the last two years, but he (not finish) it yet.  
¦

14. I (not find) a wife, though I (look) for one ever since I was twenty.
¦

15. 'How many apples (he - eat) yet?'  'I don't know.  He (eat) apples   
¦

      since he came in half an hour ago.'         



¦

16. How long (your uncle - be) ill yet?             
         

¦

17. That tower (stand) there since the 15th century.         

¦

18. Cyril (just - finish) his essay.  He (write) at it for more than two  
¦

      hours.                                     




¦

3.5  Choose the correct present perfect tense (active or passive).

  1. Ed (not do) his homework yet, that's why he can't go out.

¦

  2. Peter (do) exercises for the last two hours and I guess he'll take  
¦

      another hour to finish them.          

        

¦

  3. The murderer (just - arrest).           
                 

¦

  4. The wedding (announce) only today.               

        
¦

  5. I (wear) these shoes for two years and they're still good.                 
¦

  6. He (have) these shoes for only a year, but they're completely 
¦

      worn out.                                     



¦

  7. He (just - tell) me that you have a new boyfriend.   

¦

      Congratulations!



      

¦

  8. For how long (she - mistreat) like that?         

        
¦

  9. Since when (you - call) 'Miserable Mike'?           

     
¦

10. They (tell) me all about your new boyfriend.         
    
¦

11. How many cars (import) from the USA yet?          
       
¦

12. I (try) to repair this damned cassette-recorder for more than an 
¦

      hour and it still won't work!                    



¦

13. The cassette-recorder (not repair) yet.          

        
¦

14. I (finally - mend) the cassette-recorder! 
      
         

¦

15. She (drink) two martinis.                           
     

¦

16. He's a real alcoholic.  He (drink) ever since he was in the army.     
¦

17. I (take) dancing-courses for almost a decade and I still can't do the 
¦

      tango.                                     


 

¦

18. This kid (neglect) all his life.               
          


¦

19. Look at the way she dances!  She (take) a dancing-course, hasn't
¦

      she?                              


                
¦

20. I (just - write) the report. Would you type it for me, please?           
¦

21. For the last ten days he (write) the report.          

   
¦

22. Small wonder he (lose) so much money.  He (gamble) again, 
¦

      hasn't he?                   


                            

¦

3.6  Choose: the simple present perfect or the simple past tense (act. or pass.).

  1. I (visit) a great many different countries.              

¦

  2. '(you - ever see) 'Othello'?'  'Yes, I ... I (see) it last week.'                
¦

  3. Dickens (live) in the 19th century.                      


¦

  4. (Mike - murder) or (he - commit) suicide last March?  
 
¦  

  5. (you - ever treat) like that before?                     


¦

  6. (you - ever treat) anyone like that before?              

¦

  7. My sister (already - write) many poems.  She (just - finish)     
¦

      another sonnet.                    


              

¦

  8. Most North-American Indians (kill) shortly after the discovery      
¦

      of the continent.                             

 

¦

  9. How many books (you - read) till now?                

¦

10. This book (not touch) any more since Christmas.      
    
¦

11. He (read) many books when he (be) in the army.      
     
¦

12. I (not hear) from him for three years.  He (send) me a letter from 
¦

      Pakistan three years ago and since then he (not even - phone) me.
¦

13. She (not smoke) all last week, but she (just - light) another     
¦

      cigarette.                                       



¦

14. The Peace Treaty (sign) by both presidents last week.  
  
¦

15. Ted (not interrogate) since he (arrest) last Friday.     

¦

16. I (swim) a lot when I (be) in Italy, but since then I (not swim)    
¦

      even once.                                    



¦

17. '(you - pay) the bill yet?'  'Yes, I ...  I (pay) it two days ago.            
¦

18. '(you - save) any money since New Year?'  ' Yes, I ...  I (save) 
¦

      £ 50.







¦

19. It (be) very hot this summer.  There (be) much more rain last year.
¦


20. My aunt (die) in '93.  So she (be) dead for a year now.  

¦

21. 'When (they - leave)?  'They (leave) a minute ago.'      

¦

22. She (spend) her holidays in Ireland several times.  Last year she  
¦

      (stay) in Belfast for two months.      

       

¦

23. '(you - go) to work on Monday?'  'Yes, I ...'           
 
¦

24. 'I (lose) my wallet yesterday.  (you - see) it anywhere?'

¦

      'No, I ...  Where do you think you (lose) it?            

¦

25. The number of accidents (decrease) a lot since they build) a      
¦

      (new road.                                      



¦

26. (they - sell) the house when they (emigrate)?            

¦

27. Up till now I (be) in America twice.  I first (go) there in 1968 and 
¦

      I (return) last year.                        



¦

28. '(you - listen) to the Prime Minister last night?'  'No, I ...  I (hear) 
¦

      all that nonsense before.'               



¦

29. He (not say) anything important so far.                  

¦

30. He (shoot) dead just before the police (arrive).         

¦

3.  The present perfect tenses - key.

3.4      1. haven't seen  2. have been doing  3. hasn't been - has been living  4. have been trying - haven't 

            succeeded  5. have been living (have lived) - have just decided  6. have already drunk  7. have been 

            waiting - hasn't come  yet  8. hasn't had - has been  9. has been lying - Haven't you read  10. have phoned 

            - haven't found  11. Have you been asleep - have been ringing  12. has been working - hasn't had  13. has 

            been writing - hasn't finished 14. haven't found - have been looking  15. has he eaten yet - has been 

            eating  16. has your uncle been  17. has stood  18. has just finished - has been writing

3.5      1. hasn't done  2. has been doing  3. has just been arrested  4. has been announced  5. have been wearing  

            6. has worn (has been wearing)  7. has just told  8. has she been mistreated  9. have you been called  10. 

            have told (have been telling)  11. have been imported  12. have been trying  13. hasn't been repaired  14. 

            have finally mended  15. has drunk  16. has been drinking  17. have been taking  18. has been neglected  

            19. has taken  20. have just written  21. has been writing  22. has lost - has been gambling (has gambled)

3.6      1. have visited  2. Have you ever seen - have - saw  3. lived  4. Was Mike murdered or did he commit  5. 

            Have you ever been treated  6. have you ever treated  7. has already written - has just finished  8. were 

            killed  9. have you read  10. hasn't been touched  11. read - was  12. haven't heard - sent - hasn't even 

            phoned  13. didn't smoke - has just lit  14. was signed  15. hasn't been interrogated - was arrested  16. 

            swam - was - haven't swum  17. Have you paid - have - paid  18. Have you saved - have - have saved  19. 

            was (has been) - was  20. died - has been   21. did they leave - left  22. has spent - stayed  23. Did you go 

            - did   24. lost - Have you seen - haven't - lost  25. has decreased - built  26. Did they sell - emigrated  

            27. have been - went - returned  28. Did you listen - didn't - have heard  29. hasn't said  30. was shot - 

            arrived
