4. The past perfect tenses.

4.1 Simple past perfect.  Combine the following, using when, after, by the time, as soon as.     

      You can also use already after 'had'  in some cases.

  Eg: The football match began at 3.  I got there at 3.15.


* The football match had already begun by the time (when) I got there.

  1. The boat left Ostend at 10.45.  We arrived at the seaport at 11.

  2. I arrived at Dover Marine.  Then I took the London train.

  3. I had a nice train journey.  Then I arrived at Victoria Station.

  4. I bought a paper at the newsstand.  Then I went to the London Transport Tourist Information Office.

  5. I left the London Transport Tourist Information Office.  Then I went to the Cumberland Hotel by underground.

  6. I looked at the fares (= tarieven) on the automatic machines.  Then I bought a ticket.

  7. I put my ticket into the gate.  Then the doors swung open.

  8. I went down the escalator.  Then I went to platform 3.

  9. I looked at  a large scale map with the routes and the stations on platform 3.  Then I took the first northbound 

      (= noordwaarts rijdende) train.

10. I took the Victoria line to Oxford Circus.  Then I took the Central line to Marble Arch.

4.2 Past perfect continuous.  Combine the following, using before, after or when and the past perfect continuous.

  Eg: I studied English for years.  Then I went to England.


* I went to England after I had been studying English for years.
  1. They flew for only half  an hour.  Then the plane came down.

  2. We discussed it for about 20 minutes.  Then we agreed about it.

  3. The computer worked for about three weeks.  Then it broke down.

  4. She walked in the rain for hours.  Then she put on her raincoat.

  5. They played football for about two hours.  Then they went for a swim.

  6. I sat in the car for about  five minutes.  Then I realized it wasn't mine.

  7. He mowed the grass for about a quarter of an hour.  He went to bed.

  8. He waited for about 15 minutes.  Then she rang him up.

  9. He walked in the woods for hours and hours.  Then he lost his way.

10. He stayed in London for more than a month.  Then he flew to Toronto.

4.3  Choose the correct past or past perfect tense (active or passive).

  1. After she (wash) the dishes, she (sit down) and (have) a 
¦

      cup of tea.                                               


¦

  2. As soon as the tube (stop) we (get) out.         
        
¦

  3. They (already - extinguish) the fire themselves when the 
¦

      fire brigade (arrive).                                   

¦

  4. She (think) about it for a long time before she (decide) 
¦

      to marry him.                                            

¦

  5. He (be) in prison for two months before they (discover)
¦

      the real murderer.                                       

¦

  6. He (keep) in prison for two months before the real       
¦

      murderer (discover).                                     

¦

  7. He (read) the book after he (see) the film.              
¦

  8. He (only just - go) out when it (begin) to rain.         
¦

  9. After he (be) with the firm for five years he (become)   
¦

      sales manager.                       
                    

¦

10. He (be) tired because he (have) a bad night.             
¦

11. By the time the police (find) out who he (be), he        
¦

      (already - emigrate) to South America.                   
¦

12. After a severe interrogation, the thief (admit) that he  
¦

      (steal) the jewels.                                      

¦

13. All the animals (kill) before the rebels (find) the village.
¦   



14. I (only - drive) five miles when the car (break down).   
¦

15. Almost all the tickets for the show (already - sell) when
¦

      the death of one of the players (announce) yesterday.    
¦

16. When he (be) 80, he (tell) her he (love) her all his life.
¦

17. I (can't) enter because I (forget) my key.               
¦

18. She (be) worried because the kids (not yet - return) by  
¦

      10 o'clock.                                              


¦

19. They (hardly - put on) their raincoats when it (stop)    
¦

      raining.                                                 


¦

20. The patients (just - leave) alone when the alarm (go off).
¦

21. The doctor (just - go) to bed when there (be) an urgent  
¦

      phone call.                                              


¦

22. She (dream) about it for years before she (get) her      
¦

      little pony.                                             


¦

23. All the traces (remove) before the detective (enter).    
¦

24. He (be) sorry that he (not tell) her everything the day  
¦

      before.                                                  


¦

25. The rooms (not clean) for years before he (arrive) last  
¦

      Friday.                                                  


¦

26. Mr Purdock (not know) a murder (commit) only a few 
¦

      hours before.                                                  

¦

27. When he (hear) that the body (lie) there for at least two
¦

      hours before his arrival, he (almost - explode) with
¦  

      anger.                                                   


¦

28. He (not train) for more than two months before he        
¦

      (attempt) to break the record.                           

¦

29. Why (no-one - warn) the police after that anonymous    
¦  

      letter (deliver)?                                        


¦

30. He (buy) a flat with all the money he (inherit).         
¦

4. The past perfect tenses - key.

4.3
1. had washed - sat down - had  2. had stopped - got  3. had already extinguished - arrived   4. had been thinking - decided  5. had been - discovered  6. had been kept - was discovered   7. read - had seen  8. had only just gone out - began  9. had been - became  10. was - had had  11. found - was - had already emigrated  12. admitted - had stolen  13. had been killed - found  14. had only driven - broke down  15. had already been sold - was announced  16. was - told - had loved  17. couldn't enter - had forgotten  18. was - hadn't returned yet  19. had hardly put on - stopped  20. had just been left alone - went off  21. had just gone - was  22. had been dreaming (had dreamt) - got  23. had been removed - entered  24. was - hadn't told  25. hadn't been cleaned - arrived  26. didn't know - had been committed  27. heard - had been lying - almost exploded  28. hadn't trained (hadn't been training) - attempted  29. did no-one warn - had been delivered  30. bought - had inherited.
