2. The past tenses.

2.1  Read the following, putting the verbs into the simple past:

I (be) twenty that autumn.  It (be) quite simple the way it (happen).  I (notice) her for the first time on the bus on the journey home from the office one Friday afternoon and (fall) in love with her on the spot.  I (point) her out to my friends Larry and Peter, but neither of them (know) her.

I (think) about her all weekend and (look out) for her every afternoon of the following week.  But it (not be) until Friday that I (see) her again; for although this (be) the only afternoon my office (close) art five, she evidently (travel) at the same time every day.  So I (watch) for her on the one day only and a Friday without my seeing her (let) me sad for days.  I (become) happier when the weekend (be) well behind and another Friday approaching fast.

2.2 Read the following, with the verbs in the correct form, simple present or simple past:

Some people (say) that we (live) in the age of computers; but it (also - correctly describe) as the atomic age or the space age.  Today, a journey from London to Cape Town (take) hours.  Only a hundred years ago it (take) weeks.  Today, men (think) seriously of going to Mars.  Fifty years ago they only (dream) about it.  Today we (produce) energy by smlitting the atom.  A century ago, no one (believe) it (can) be split.  Technology (advance) so quickly that cars and televisions (be) out of date only a few years after they (make).

2.3  Read the following in the simple past, using 'my granny' instead of 'I':

How I make a good cup of tea.

I put some fresh water in the kettle and then put it on to boil.  When the water nearly boils I put a little in the teapot.  I leave it a few seconds to warm the pot and pour it out again.  I put in a teaspoon full of tea for each person.  I also put in an extra spoonful for the pot as I call it.  As soon as the water really boils I take the teapot to the kettle and pour the water all over the leaves.  I leave the tea to stand for a few minutes, then I stir it and pour it out.

I like milk with my tea, my brother likes it without milk and our neighbours prefer it with a slice of lemon instead of milk.  I do not keep tea standing too long for it would become bitter.

2.4 Choose the correct past tense.

  1. He (sit) in a café when I (see) him.                     

¦

  2. When I (go) out, the sun (shine).                        

¦

  3. The boy (fall) down while he (run).                
      
¦

  4. When the war (begin), we (live) in London.               
¦

  5. The light (go) out while I (have) tea.                   

¦

  6. I (have) tea when the light (go) out.                    

¦

  7. My friends (sing) when I (come) into the room.           
¦

  8. While you (play) the piano, I (write) a letter.          
¦

  9. When I (be) at school I (learn) Latin.                   

¦

10. He (eat) his dinner when I (go) to see him.              
¦

11. When my grandmother (go) for a walk she (always - 
¦

       wear) gloves.                                                  

¦

12. When it (rain) she (carry) an umbrella.                  
¦

13. She (die) while she (run) after a bus.                   

¦

14. We (drink) coffee every day when we (be) in France. 
¦

15. You (wear) your new hat when I (meet) you yesterday.  
¦   

16. When I (have) a dog I (always - take) him out for a walk 
¦

       in the evening.                                          

¦

17. When the phone (ring) I (have) a bath.                   
¦

18. I (lay) the table for dinner while you (wash) your hands.
¦

19. When we (live) in that house we (have) three servants.   
¦

20. Large crowds (wait) at the station when the Prime        
¦

      Minister (arrive).                                      

¦

2.5 Choose the correct past tense.

  1. I (speak) to her several times, but she (always - read)  
¦

      and (not hear) me.                                       

¦

  2. He (lose) his watch while he (see) the sights of the     
¦

      city.                                                    


¦

  3. He (teach) English for two months when he (live) in      
¦

      Germany and (work) as a journalist.                      
¦

  4. I (open) the door just as Cyril (ring) the bell.         
¦

  5. The house (burn) fast, so we (break) a window to get 
¦

      out.   





¦

  6. Maisie (cook) fish when I first (ask) her to marry me.   
¦

  7. We (walk) to the station when it (begin) to rain.        
¦

  8. We (run) under a bridge when the storm (break).          
¦

  9. My sister (drop) two cups while she (wash up) last 
¦

      night; neither of them (break).                                 
¦

10. She (put on) her raincoat when it (start) to rain.       
¦

11. When the teacher (come in), the boys (play).             
¦

12. The ship (sink), so all the passengers (jump) into the   
¦

      boats.                                                   


¦

13. He (think) of someone else all the time you (talk) to him.
¦

14. He (eat) three sandwiches while you (talk) to him.       
¦

15. When I (see) him, he (sing) and (smoke) a cigar at the   
¦

      same time.                                               


¦

16. Maisie (peel) onions when Cyril (ask) her to marry him. 
¦

17. The dog (bite) her on the ankle while she (catch) it.    
¦

18. While he (get off) the tram, he (fall) and (cut) his     
¦

       face.                                                   


¦

19. He (lean) against the door and (listen) to the radio when
¦

      I (first - try) to speak to him.                         

¦

20. While he (write) a letter the telephone (ring); as he    
¦

      (go) to answer it, he (hear) a knock at the door; the    
¦

      telephone (still - ring) while he (walk) to the door; but
¦

      just as he (open) it, it (stop).                         

¦

2.6 Choose the correct past tense, active or passive.

  1. I lit the fire at 6 and it (burn) brightly when Tom (come)
¦

      in at 7.                                          


¦

  2. When I (arrive), the professor (write) on the blackboard.
¦

  3. Gangsters (kidnap) the millionaire's daughter yesterday. 
¦

  4. (you - listen) to the radio last night?  That millionaire's
¦

      (find) back yesterday at half past seven.         

¦

  5. I (make) a cake when the light (go) out.          
       
¦

  6. She (prefer) to walk home after last night's meeting.    
¦

  7. Two young girls (kidnap) last summer.   Two weeks
¦

      after their disappearance they (discover) in a disused
¦

      factory, dead.





¦
       

  8. We (suddenly - realize) we (travel) in the wrong         
¦

      direction.  Moreover, we (follow) by a police car.
¦                                             
    

  9. The youngsters (interrogate) all night, but they (not
¦

      tell) anything to the police.



¦

10. I (just - open) the letter when the wind (blow) it out of
¦

      my hands.                                                


¦

11. 'How (he - die)?'  'He (clean) his revolver when it      
¦

      accidentally (go off) and (kill) him.'                   

¦

12. She (enter) without knocking.                            

¦

13. (you - have) a shower before coming to school?           
¦

14. She (say) she (not like) her present flat and (try) to   
¦

      find another.                                            


¦

15. The matter (still - discuss) by the staff when a message
¦

      from the General Manager (bring in).


¦

16. When I (come) in, they (sit) around the fire.            
¦

17. While the guests (dance), thieves (break) into the house. 
¦

18. When I (arrive) at the station, Mary (wait) for me.  I   
¦

      (cannot) hear what she (say) because everybody 

¦

      (make) such a noise.                                            

¦

19. Then she (kneel down) and (pray).                
        
¦

20. I (spend) last weekend in Eastbourne.          
          
¦

21. The elections (win) by the nationalist party.  The voters 
¦

      (promise) heaven on earth, and they (not - realize)
¦

      they (abuse).





¦

22. Susan (say) some men (work) at the road in front of the  
¦

      house.                                                   


¦

23. When I (call) last Monday, he (still - work) at it.      
¦

24. He (often - spend) his holidays in England when he (be) 
¦ 


      young.  In 1965 he (stay) in Kent for 6 months.          
¦

25. The kid (badly - mistreat) by his so-called friends.
¦

26. (They - sell) the house when they (emigrate)?            
¦

27. While I (swim) in the lake, Joe (take away) my bike.
¦

28. (you - do) anything special on the 21st of September?    
¦

29. I (tell) her to leave several times, but she (not want) to. 
¦

30. While the war (go on) in Sarajewo, diplomats in

¦

      Brussels (desperately - try) to find a suitable solution.
¦

31. No bombs (throw) on the city as long as the peace
¦

      talks (go on).  The negotiators (give) all credit.

¦

32. A few seconds later, the teacher (notice) that smoke     
¦

      (rise) from Jim's desk.  And then he (get) angry, of     
¦

      course.  Jim (throw out) right away.         

¦

33. I (just - want) to write a cheque, when I (remember) I 
¦

      (have) nothing in the bank any more.           
          
¦

34. '(you - sleep) when I (call) at your door yesterday      
¦

      evening?'  'No, I (not sleep), I (not be) home.'         
¦

35. He (love) her passionately all his life.                 

¦

36. She (fall) asleep at 11 and at 7 pm she (still - sleep). 
¦

2. The past tenses - key.

2.4
1. was sitting - saw  2. went - was shining  3. fell - was running  4. began -  were living  5. went - was having  6. was having - went  7. were singing - came  8. were playing - 
was writing  9. was - learnt  10. was eating - went  11. went - always wore  12. rained (was raining) - carried  13. died - was running  14.drank - were  15. were wearing - met  16. had - always took  17. rang - was having  18. was laying - were washing  19. lived (were living) - had  20. were    waiting - arrived

2.5
1. spoke - was always reading - didn't hear  2. lost - was seeing (to see the sights = de beziens-waardigheden bezoeken)  3. taught (was teaching) - was living (lived) - was working (worked)  4. opened (was opening) - rang (was ringing)  5.was burning - broke  
6. was cooking - asked  7. were walking - began  8. ran - broke  9. dropped - was washing up - broke  10. put (was putting) - began  11.came in - were playing  12. was sinking - jumped  13. was thinking - were talking 14. ate - were talking  15. saw - was singing - (was) smoking  16. was peeling - asked  17. bit - was catching  18. was getting - fell - cut  19. was leaning - (was) listening - first tried  20. was writing - rang - was going - heard - was still ringing - was walking - opened/ was opening - stopped

2.6
1. was burning - came  2. arrived - was writing  3. kidnapped  4. Did you listen   5. was making - went  6. preferred  7. were kidnapped - were discovered  8. suddenly realized - were travelling - were being followed  9. were (being) interrogated - didn't tell  10. was just opening - blew  11. did he die - was cleaning - went off - killed  12. entered  13. Did you have  14. said - didn't like - was trying  15. was still being discussed - was brought in  16. came - were sitting  17. were dancing - broke (were breaking)  18. arrived - was waiting - couldn't - was saying (said) - was making  19. knelt down - prayed  20. spent   21. were won - were promised - didn't realize - were being abused  22. said - were working  23. called - was still working  24. often spent - was - stayed  25. was badly mistreated  26. Did they sell - emigrated  27. was swimming - took away  28. Did you do  29. told - didn't want  30. was going on - were desperately trying  31. were thrown - were going on - were given  32. noticed - was rising - got - was thrown  33. just wanted - remembered - had  34. Were you sleeping - called - wasn't sleeping - wasn't  35. loved  36. fell - was still sleeping

