
SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
The Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the fourteenth Chap-
ter of the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.3

“Then came certain of the elders of Israel unto me, and 
sat before me.  And the word of the LORD came unto me, say-
ing, Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, 
and put the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face:  
should I be enquired of at all by them?  Therefore speak unto 
them, and say unto them, Thus saith [SETH] the Lord GOD; 
Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his 
heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his 
face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him 
that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; That I may 
take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all 
estranged from me through their idols.

“Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the 
Lord GOD; Repent, and turn yourselves from your idols; and 
turn away your faces from all your abominations.  For every 
one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth in 
Israel, which separateth himself from me, and setteth up his 
idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity 
before his face, and cometh to a prophet to enquire of him con-
cerning me; I the LORD will answer him by myself:  And I will 
set my face against that man, and will make him a sign and a 
proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of my people; and 
ye shall know that I am the LORD.  And if the prophet be de-
ceived when he hath spoken a thing, I the LORD have deceived 
that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand upon him, and will 
destroy him from the midst of my people Israel.  And they shall 
bear the punishment of their iniquity:  the punishment of the 
prophet shall be even as the punishment of him that seeketh un-
to him; That the house of Israel may go no more astray from 
me, neither be polluted any more with all their transgressions; 
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but that they may be my people, and I may be their God, saith 
[SETH] the Lord GOD.

“The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, Son 
of man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing griev-
ously, then will I stretch out mine hand upon it, and will break 
the staff of the bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and 
will cut off man and beast from it:  Though these three men, 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their 
own souls by their righteousness, saith [SETH] the Lord GOD.

“If I cause noisome beasts to pass through the land, and 
they spoil it, so that it be desolate, that no man may pass 
through because of the beasts:  Though these three men were in 
it, as I live, saith [SETH] the Lord GOD, they shall deliver nei-
ther sons nor daughters; they only shall be delivered, but the 
land shall be desolate.

“Or if I bring a sword upon that land, and say, Sword, 
go through the land; so that I cut off man and beast from it:  
Though these three men were in it, as I live, saith [SETH] the 
Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but 
they only shall be delivered themselves.

“Or if I send a pestilence into that land, and pour out my 
fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man and beast:  Though 
Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, saith [SETH] the 
Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they 
shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.  For 
thus saith [SETH] the Lord GOD; How much more when I send 
my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the fa-
mine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from 
it man and beast?

“Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be 
brought forth, both sons and daughters:  behold, they shall come 
forth unto you, and ye shall see their way and their doings:  and
ye shall be comforted concerning the evil that I have brought 
upon Jerusalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon it.  
And they shall comfort you, when ye see their ways and their 
doings:  and ye shall know that I have not done without cause 
all that I have done in it, saith [SETH] the Lord GOD.”
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Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the seventh Verse 
of the fourth Chapter of the First Epistle General of St. Peter.4

“…  But the end of all things is at hand:  be ye therefore 
sober, and watch unto prayer.  And above all things have fer-
vent charity among yourselves:  for charity shall cover the mul-
titude of sins.  Use hospitality one to another without grudging.  
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same 
one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any 
man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth:  
that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.  Amen.  Be-
loved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 
try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  But 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, 
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with ex-
ceeding joy.  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you:  on 
their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.  
But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an 
evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters.  Yet if any 
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him 
glorify God on this behalf.  For the time is come that judgment 
must begin at the house of God:  and if it first begin at us, what 
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?  And 
if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear?  Wherefore let them that suffer according to 
the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in well 
doing, as unto a faithful Creator.

“The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also 
an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:  Feed the flock of 
God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ex-
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amples to the flock.  And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, 
ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.  Like-
wise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder.  Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility:  for 
God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.  Hum-
ble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time:  Casting all your care upon him; for 
he careth for you.  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour:  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the 
same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in 
the world.  But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, 
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.  To him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever.  Amen.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “The end of all things is at hand:  
be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.  And above all 
things have fervent charity among yourselves:  for charity shall 
cover the multitude of sins. Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging.  As every man hath received the gift, even so 
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the mani-
fold grace of God.  If any man speak, let him speak as the 
oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the abili-
ty which God giveth:  that God in all things may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever 
and ever.  Amen”5  In the Name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

Homily:

Charity begins at home.
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PROPOSED IN 1928 44 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of Lessons (The 
Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxix 
(South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the Episcopal Syn-
od), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxviii (CIPBC 1963).
3 Ezekiel 14:1-end (KJV).
4 I Peter 4:7—5:11 (KJV).
5 I Peter 4:7-11 (KJV).
6 I Corinthians 13:4 (KJV).
7 St. Matthew 25:40 (KJV).
8 I Corinthians 13:13 (KJV).
9 Deacon, The Diocese of New Orleans, The Anglican Catholic Church, 
serving Holy Angels Anglican Mission, Picayune, MS, and Christ Anglican 
Catholic Pro-Cathedral Church, Metairie, LA.
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We must take our charity and spread it around, offering 
it to others.  We must be charitable towards others, even, and 
perhaps especially, to those with whom we disagree. 

We must be hospitable towards others.  We must treat 
them with respect and honor as our Lord has shown us to do, as 
when He warned us, “as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”7

We must give to others gifts as gifts have been given to 
us.  Especially we must share the Gospel of our Lord.  The glo-
rious truth of the Gospels, the message of redemption, forgive-
ness and salvation, must be shared. The gifts of faith, of home
and of charity must be shared.

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but 
the greatest of these is charity.”8

Let us pray:

Dear Lord, increase in us charity, in which we are to 
hold all Your children. Give us grace to overlook differences 
we have with others so that we may see others as You see them. 
Guide us to offer hospitality to others, and to be good stewards 
of the gifts You have given us. Let us share Your gifts with 
others as You would have us. This we pray of Your Charity 
and Love.  Amen.

—oo0oo—

The Rev’d Mr. Larry Wagoner, MSW
9

May 20, 2012

                                                
1 This sermon was originally written on the Epistle for Mass on the First 
Sunday after the Ascension, 2012.
2 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928), 
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS 
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In today’s Second Lesson, Saint Peter expands on a 
theme found repeatedly in the Scriptures.  As the Church grew, 
disagreements among various members and groups sometimes 
threatened to tear the Church apart.

Peter stresses the importance of the people of the 
Church’s treating not just those we wish to bring to God with 
kindness, but especially each other:  “Above all things,” he says, 
“have fervent charity among yourselves.”

Charity, after all, allows us to overlook minor conflicts, 
irritations and spats.  First and foremost, charity allows us to 
consider the good in each other.  As we perceive the good—the 
Christ-like—in others, we are more able to love them and to 
accept them.  When we treat our fellows in Christ with charity, 
kindness and Christian love, we are following Christ’s own ex-
ample to us.

The virtue of charity is unlimited love and kindness to-
wards others. As St. Paul notes to the Corinthians, “Charity 
suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up.”6

As the end of time nears and Judgment approaches, it is 
critical that the people of the Church treat each other with kind-
ness and love.  It is also critical that they are sober and prayer-
ful.  Being moderate in eating and drinking, as well as in other 
aspects of life, is also part of being sober.  Indeed, it includes 
avoiding all self-conceit and vanity.

When we are devoted in prayer and dedicated to a Chr-
ist-like way of dealing with others, we create an environment in 
which we can resist sin and remain devoted to the duties of reli-
gion.  We have a duty especially to treat the children of God
with charity.  After all, our brothers and sisters in Christ are 
children of God just as we are.  They are redeemed by Christ at 
the same cost as are we ourselves and are sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit just as are we.
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“For charity shall cover the multitude of sins,” St. Peter 
says.  Charity covers not one’s own sins, but the sins of others.  
Charity overlooks injuries and offenses, and does not recipro-
cate in anger, but instead forgives them. This “covers” or hides 
many minor problems among members of the family.

Husbands and wives in loving relationships know this 
concept well.  In the name of love, they are willing and able to 
overlook each others’ foibles and inadequacies.  Christian chari-
ty involves doing the same thing.  But in extending this treat-
ment to others, we cannot limit ourselves to our Christian 
brothers and sisters.

As Peter suggests, we must “Use hospitality one to 
another without grudging.”  We must extend to all who we en-
counter the same respect, honor and kindness we extend one to 
another. We may do this by offering them food, lodging or 
sometimes simply by extending basic respect.

Peter says this is so because we each have been ex-
tended the love of Jesus Christ.:  “As every man hath received 
the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good ste-
wards of the manifold grace of God.”

We have been offered the possibility of sanctification 
and the forgiveness of God.  We have been offered the greatest 
gift there ever could be and, as Peter says, having received that 
gift, we owe it to each other to offer to others the knowledge 
and opportunity of that same gift.

More specifically, we are commanded to minister to 
each other—to our neighbors, companions and those we en-
counter—the same gifts with which we have been so blessed.  
So if we have been given wealth, share it.  If we are given un-
derstanding, then work to understand others.  If God has graced 
us in some special way, then share at least the knowledge of that 
grace with others.
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This is because we are to be good stewards, or caretak-
ers, of the gifts we have been given.  We are not to “hide our 
light under a bushel basket”, nor are we to keep our gifts all to 
ourselves, as did the servant who was criticized by his master 
for burying his talent in the ground.  The gifts we have been 
given, we are given to the benefit not just of ourselves, but of 
those we encounter.

So Peter suggests ways we can do what we are thus 
commanded to do.  If we are to speak of faith, we should do so 
“as the oracles of God.” That is – we should share the Scrip-
tures – the confirmed Word of God.  The Scriptures are from 
God and contain all that is necessary for salvation.  If we stick 
to God’s own word, we can avoid error.  

We rely then on the wisdom of God, not on that of man.  
“If any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth,” Peter says.  Share with others the gifts given to you by 
God.  Whatever you do, do it in a way that strengthens, grows, 
empowers the Church of God.

Do what you do in a way that glorifies God, and to the 
end of the glorification of God.  That is why we do all that we 
do. “That God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ.” The Glory of God should be the motivation for all our 
actions, all out thoughts and plans, all our works.

The origin of all these things is found at home.  Charity 
begins at home.  Hospitality begins at home.  Giving to each 
other begins at home.  Stewardship of our own gifts begins at 
home.  Even ministering to each other begins at home.  It is no 
coincidence that, at least since the Jews returned to Palestine 
from Babylon, their most important holy day observances have 
been the rites their families celebrate at home.


