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Dear Lord, upon whose forgiveness we depend for our 
life and our salvation, teach us to forgive others, as we our-
selves have been forgiven by You. Let us be guided always by 
Your loving example of forgiving even those who crucified 
You. Help us to let go of pride, anger and resentment, and hold 
fast instead to humility, love and grace in trying always to fol-
low You. This we ask through our only Mediator and Advo-
cate, Jesus Christ. Amen.

—oo0oo—

The Rev. Mr. Larry Wagoner, MSW
11
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SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the nineteenth Chap-
ter of the Second Book of the Kings, commonly called the 
Fourth Book of the Kings.3

“And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that 
he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and 
went into the house of the LORD.  And he sent Eliakim [ee-
LYE-uh-kimm], which was over the household, and Shebna 
[SHEB-nuh] the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered 
with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz [AY-
mahz].  And they said unto him, Thus saith [SETH] Hezekiah, 
This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy:  for 
the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to 
bring forth.  It may be the LORD thy God will hear all the words 
of Rab-shakeh [RABB SHUH-keh], whom the king of Assyria 
his master hath sent to reproach the living God; and will reprove 
the words which the LORD thy God hath heard:  wherefore lift 
up thy prayer for the remnant that are left.  So the servants of 
king Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

“And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your 
master, Thus saith [SETH] the LORD, Be not afraid of the 
words which thou hast heard, with which the servants of the 
king of Assyria have blasphemed me.  Behold, I will send a 
blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to 
his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his 
own land.

“So Rab-shakeh [RABB SHUH-keh] returned, and 
found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah [LIBB-nuh]:  
for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish [LAY-
kish].  And when he heard say of Tirhakah [turr-HAY-kuh]
king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight against thee:  
he sent messengers again unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus shall ye 
speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God in 
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whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be 
delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.  Behold, thou 
hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by 
destroying them utterly: and shalt thou be delivered?  Have the 
gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have de-
stroyed; as Gozan [GOE-zann], and Haran [HAY-rann], and 
Rezeph [REE-zeff], and the children of Eden which were in 
Thelasar [thih-LAY-sarr]?  Where is the king of Hamath
[HAY-math], and the king of Arpad [ARE-pad], and the king 
of the city of Sepharvaim [sea-far-VAY-ihm], of Hena [HEE-
nuh], and Ivah [EYE-vuh]?

“And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
messengers, and read it:  and Hezekiah went up into the house 
of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD.  And Hezekiah 
prayed before the LORD, and said, O LORD God of Israel, which 
dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth:  thou hast made heaven 
and earth.  LORD, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, LORD, 
thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which 
hath sent him to reproach the living God.  Of a truth, LORD, the 
kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, 
And have cast their gods into the fire:  for they were no gods, 
but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone:  therefore they 
have destroyed them.  Now therefore, O LORD our God, I be-
seech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that thou art the LORD God, even thou 
only.

“Then Isaiah the son of Amoz [AY-mahz] sent to Heze-
kiah, saying, Thus saith [SETH] the LORD God of Israel, That 
which thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib [senn-uh-
SHARE-ibb] king of Assyria I have heard.  This is the word 
that the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin the 
daughter of Zion hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; 
the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.  Whom 
hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast 
thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even 
against the Holy One of Israel.  By the messengers thou hast 
reproached the Lord, and hast said, With the multitude of my 
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All of which finally returns us to the original question:
How do we learn to forgive?

First, we need to realize that we are forgiven children of 
God. We have been forgiven. God has told us that we are His 
eternally. Nothing that anyone can say or do can change that.  
When we remember whose we are, then the attacks of others 
against us pale to insignificance in comparison. Suddenly, the 
words and actions of others, which seemed so troubling before, 
shrink to nothingness.

Second, we must understand that those who attack us are 
themselves weak. Remember that Jesus forgave all, even those 
who were crucifying Him as He hung there on the Cross. We 
have the greatest teacher and example there ever could be.

Third, we must remember that as we forgive others, we 
open the door to our own healing. When we hold grudges, an-
ger and bitterness against others within us, those feelings be-
come a cancer on our very soul.

When we forgive, the anger, the bitterness, the resent-
ment we hold towards the ones who hurt us lance the festering 
wound and permit the healing grace of God to enter in, to purify 
and to heal us. When we forgive, it is as if we have allowed 
God to apply the healing salve to our wound and we can our-
selves then begin to heal.

So, once again, how do we learn to forgive?  We learn to 
forgive by realizing that in forgiving others, we not only make it 
possible for us to be forgiven ourselves, but we also permit our-
selves to be healed. For our own good, then, as well as the 
good of those who we forgive for having harmed us, as must 
forgive.  We forgive because that is the pathway to God.

Let us pray.
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God, we too can be forgiven. We know that our Lord’s for-
giveness knows no bounds, therefore, neither should our for-
giveness know limits.

Nor should we ever try to keep count of the offenses 
against us. Doing so would imply that we are only waiting for 
some arbitrary limit to be reached before we will finally have 
had enough, and can finally strike out at our tormenters.

We can imagine the one doing this, double-checking his 
list; “Two more times … just two more times and I’m gonna 
really fix that guy.”

No, our forgiveness must be from the heart, not given 
grudgingly and with reservations, but offered freely and without 
measure, just as God offers his forgiveness freely and without 
limit to us. We cannot hold back some secret desire for even-
tual revenge. Instead, we must honestly seek the welfare of 
those who have injured us.

If we do not offer forgiveness freely and without reser-
vation, then we place ourselves in the position of the debtor in 
Jesus’ parable.  The debtor asked forgiveness from his master, 
which was granted, but then he who had been forgiven a huge 
debt refused to forgive the man who owed him, even though the 
debt he himself owed far exceeded what the other man owed 
him.

Just as the debtor could not pay his debts, neither can we 
pay our debt of sin to God. We are, as it were, bankrupt in sin. 
Except for the merciful forgiveness of God, we would face jus-
tice. As we are cautioned, if we fail to forgive others, then our 
own debt of sin will be held against us.

In the same way that the master, on hearing that the man 
for whom he had forgiven much has refused to forgive others, 
returned and punished that man, so will God hold us accounta-
ble for our debts if we refuse to forgive the debts of others.
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chariots I am come up to the height of the mountains, to the 
sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, 
and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the lodg-
ings of his borders, and into the forest of his Carmel.  I have 
digged and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet 
have I dried up all the rivers of besieged places.  Hast thou not 
heard long ago how I have done it, and of ancient times that I 
have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shoul-
dest be to lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps.  Therefore 
their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and 
confounded; they were as the grass of the field, and as the green 
herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it 
be grown up.  But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy 
coming in, and thy rage against me.  Because thy rage against 
me and thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will 
put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will 
turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.  And this shall 
be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such things as grow of 
themselves, and in the second year that which springeth of the 
same; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vi-
neyards, and eat the fruits thereof.  And the remnant that is es-
caped of the house of Judah shall yet again take root downward, 
and bear fruit upward.  For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a 
remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of 
the LORD of hosts shall do this.  Therefore thus saith [SETH]
the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come 
into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with 
shield, nor cast a bank against it.  By the way that he came, by 
the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith 
[SETH] the LORD.  For I will defend this city, to save it, for 
mine own sake, and for my servant David’s sake.

“And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the 
LORD went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hun-
dred fourscore and five thousand:  and when they arose early in 
the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.  So Sennache-
rib [senn-uh-SHARE-ibb] king of Assyria departed, and went 
and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh [NINN-ih-veh].  And it 
came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch 
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[NISS-rock] his god, that Adrammelech [uh-DRAMM-uh-
leck] and Sharezer [shuh-REE-zurr] his sons smote him with 
the sword:  and they escaped into the land of Armenia.  And 
Esar-haddon [EE-sahr-HADD-un] his son reigned in his 
stead.”

Or,

Here beginneth the thirty-eighth Chapter of the Book of 
the Prophet Isaiah.4

“In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death.  And 
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz [AY-mahz] came unto him, 
and said unto him, Thus saith [SETH] the LORD, Set thine 
house in order:  for thou shalt die, and not live.  Then Hezekiah 
turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, And 
said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have 
walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have 
done that which is good in thy sight.  And Hezekiah wept sore.

“Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying, Go, 
and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith [SETH] the LORD, the God of 
David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears:  
behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.  And I will deliver 
thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria:  and I 
will defend this city.  And this shall be a sign unto thee from the 
LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he hath spoken; Be-
hold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is 
gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz [AY-hazz], ten degrees 
backward.  So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it 
was gone down.

“The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had 
been sick, and was recovered of his sickness:  I said in the cut-
ting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave:  I am 
deprived of the residue of my years.  I said, I shall not see the 
LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living:  I shall behold 
man no more with the inhabitants of the world.  Mine age is de-
parted, and is removed from me as a shepherd’s tent:  I have cut 
off like a weaver my life:  he will cut me off with pining sick-
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and painful question. From Peter’s tone we can imagine that he 
was troubled by some offense he held onto, and now realized he 
must forgive. Peter, like us, must have been troubled by what 
sometimes seems the unfairness of forgiving others for what we 
perceive as the wrongs they do to us.

Why is it so hard for us to forgive others? Part of the 
answer is that when we have been hurt, it is part of our fallen 
human nature to want to lash out and hurt the one who caused 
us pain in return. We want to make the one who hurt us pay for 
what he did to us.  Sometimes we are angry because we have 
been rejected by others. We naturally seek the approval of oth-
ers, and when we don’t get that approval, we are hurt. We feel 
our worth is diminished, and we are ashamed. 

But we must remember that vengeance is not ours to 
demand.  In reality, those who attack us are usually acting out 
of their own pain and because they are weak. Unfortunately, it 
doesn’t seem to help to know that they are weak when we want 
revenge. We are blinded by our lust to achieve our perceived 
justice.

Vengeance, however, is God’s alone to take. “Beloved, 
never avenge ourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God; for it 
is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord,’” 
says St. Paul.8

Instead, he offers, “‘if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 
he is thirsty, give him drink; for by so doing you will heap burn-
ing coals upon his head.�  Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good.”9

Our Lord tells us to forgive without reservation or limit.
“‘I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.�”10

Forgive, in other words, as much as there is to be forgiven.  
This is in accordance with what we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, in 
which we ask, “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.” As long as we reflect this way of 
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and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, 
Pay me that thou owest. And his fellowservant fell down at his 
feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee all. And he would not: but went and cast him into 
prison, till he should pay the debt. So when his fellowservants 
saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told 
unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that he had 
called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee 
all that debt, because thou desiredst me: Shouldest not thou al-
so have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity 
on thee? And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tor-
mentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. So like-
wise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your 
hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “Then Peter came up and 
said to him, ‘Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, 
‘I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.�”7  In 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.  Amen.

Homily:

How, then, do we learn to forgive?  We know that we 
are commanded to forgive “seventy times seven” times, but how 
do we do this when forgiving is so contrary to our nature? This 
was the quandary Peter expressed:  “‘Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  As many as seven 
times?�”

You can almost hear the frustration, the anger, the hurt, 
in Peter’s plaintive question. For Peter, as so often for us, this 
was not just a philosophical point of inquiry, but a real, personal 
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ness:  from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me.  I 
reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my 
bones:  from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me.  
Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter:  I did mourn as a 
dove:  mine eyes fail with looking upward:  O LORD, I am op-
pressed; undertake for me.  What shall I say? he hath both spo-
ken unto me, and himself hath done it:  I shall go softly all my 
years in the bitterness of my soul.  O Lord, by these things men 
live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit:  so wilt thou 
recover me, and make me to live.  Behold, for peace I had great 
bitterness:  but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the 
pit of corruption:  for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.  
For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee:  
they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.  The 
living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day:  the fa-
ther to the children shall make known thy truth.  The LORD was 
ready to save me:  therefore we will sing my songs to the 
stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the 
LORD.”

Or,

Here beginneth the seventh Chapter of Micah.5

“Woe is me! for I am as when they have gathered the 
summer fruits, as the grapegleanings of the vintage:  there is no 
cluster to eat: my soul desired the firstripe fruit.  The good man 
is perished out of the earth:  and there is none upright among 
men:  they all lie in wait for blood; they hunt every man his 
brother with a net.

“That they may do evil with both hands earnestly, the 
prince asketh, and the judge asketh for a reward; and the great 
man, he uttereth his mischievous desire:  so they wrap it up.  
The best of them is as a brier:  the most upright is sharper than a 
thorn hedge:  the day of thy watchmen and thy visitation com-
eth; now shall be their perplexity.

“Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not confidence in a 
guide:  keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy 



- 6 -

bosom.  For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth 
up against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in 
law; a man’s enemies are the men of his own house.  Therefore 
I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salva-
tion:  my God will hear me.

“Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy:  when I fall, I 
shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto 
me.  I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I have 
sinned against him, until he plead my cause, and execute judg-
ment for me:  he will bring me forth to the light, and I shall be-
hold his righteousness.  Then she that is mine enemy shall see 
it, and shame shall cover her which said unto me, Where is the 
LORD thy God? mine eyes shall behold her:  now shall she be 
trodden down as the mire of the streets.  In the day that thy 
walls are to be built, in that day shall the decree be far removed.  
In that day also he shall come even to thee from Assyria, and 
from the fortified cities, and from the fortress even to the river, 
and from sea to sea, and from mountain to mountain.  Notwith-
standing the land shall be desolate because of them that dwell 
therein, for the fruit of their doings.

“Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine herit-
age, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel 
[KARR-mull]:  let them feed in Bashan [BAY-shann] and Gi-
lead, as in the days of old.  According to the days of thy coming 
out of the land of Egypt will I shew [SHOW] unto him mar-
vellous things.

“The nations shall see and be confounded at all their 
might:  they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears 
shall be deaf.  They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall 
move out of their holes like worms of the earth:  they shall be 
afraid of the LORD our God, and shall fear because of thee.  
Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and pas-
seth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he re-
taineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.  
He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will 
subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the 
depths of the sea.  Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the 
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mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from 
the days of old.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the fifteenth 
Verse of the eighteenth Chapter of the Gospel according to St. 
Matthew.6

“Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 
and tell him his fault between thee and him alone:  if he shall 
hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  But if he will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses every word may be established.  And if 
he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church:  but if he 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen 
man and a publican.  Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven:  and whatsoever ye 
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  Again I say unto 
you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven.  For where two or three are gathered togeth-
er in my name, there am I in the midst of them.

“Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 
Jesus saith [SETH] unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven 
times: but, Until seventy times seven. 

“Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a cer-
tain king, which would take account of his servants. And when 
he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed 
him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as he had not to pay, 
his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. The servant there-
fore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have pa-
tience with me, and I will pay thee all. Then the lord of that 
servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and for-
gave him the debt. But the same servant went out, and found 
one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: 


