
SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY

I. Lessons:1

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the thirty-third 
Verse of the sixth Chapter of the Book of Judges.2

“Then all the Midianites [MIDD-ee-unn-ight] and 
the Amalekites [AMM-uh-leck-ights] and the children of 
the east were gathered together, and went over, and pitched 
in the valley of Jezreel [DGEZZ-reel].  But the Spirit of the 
LORD came upon Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn], and he blew a 
trumpet; and Abiezer [AY-by-ee-zurr] was gathered after 
him.  And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh
[muh-NASS-uh]; who also was gathered after him:  and he 
sent messengers unto Asher [ASH-urr], and unto Zebulun
[ZEBB-you-lunn], and unto Naphtali [NAFF-tuh-lee]; and 
they came up to meet them.

“And Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn] said unto God, If thou 
wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, Behold, I 
will put a fleece of wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the 
fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth beside, then shall 
I know that thou wilt save Israel by mine hand, as thou hast 
said.  And it was so:  for he rose up early on the morrow, and 
thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out of the 
fleece, a bowl full of water.  And Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn]
said unto God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I 
will speak but this once:  let me prove, I pray thee, but this 
once with the fleece; let it now be dry only upon the fleece, 
and upon all the ground let there be dew.  And God did so 
that night:  for it was dry upon the fleece only, and there was 
dew on all the ground. 

“Then Jerubbaal [dgerr-oo-BAY-ull], who is Gideon
[GIDD-ee-unn], and all the people that were with him, rose 
up early, and pitched beside the well of Harod [HAY-rodd]:  
so that the host of the Midianites [MIDD-ee-unn-ights]
were on the north side of them, by the hill of Moreh [MOE-
reh], in the valley.  And the LORD said unto Gideon [GIDD-
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ee-unn], The people that are with thee are too many for me 
to give the Midianites [MIDD-ee-unn-ights] into their 
hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine 
own hand hath saved me.  Now therefore go to, proclaim in 
the ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and 
afraid, let him return and depart early from mount Gilead
[GILL-ee-udd].  And there returned of the people twenty 
and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand.  And the 
LORD said unto Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn], The people are yet 
too many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try 
them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto 
thee, This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee; 
and of whomsoever I say unto thee, This shall not go with 
thee, the same shall not go. So he brought down the people 
unto the water: and the LORD said unto Gideon [GIDD-ee-
unn], Every one that lappeth of the water with his tongue, as 
a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every 
one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. And the 
number of them that lapped, putting their hand to their 
mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of the 
people bowed down upon their knees to drink water. And 
the LORD said unto Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn], By the three 
hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Mi-
dianites [MIDD-ee-unn-ights] into thine hand: and let all 
the other people go every man unto his place. So the people 
took victuals [VITT-ullz] in their hand, and their trumpets:
and he sent all the rest of Israel every man unto his tent, and 
retained those three hundred men: and the host of Midian 
[MIDD-ee-unn] was beneath him in the valley. 

“And it came to pass the same night, that the LORD

said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto the host; for I have 
delivered it into thine hand. But if thou fear to go down, go 
thou with Phurah [FYOO-ruh] thy servant down to the host: 
And thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thine 
hands be strengthened to go down unto the host. Then went 
he down with Phurah [FYOO-ruh] his servant unto the out-
side of the armed men that were in the host. And the Midia-
nites [MIDD-ee-unn-ights] and the Amalekites [AMM-uh-
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Those gifts were given to symbolize, and to remind 
us, that instead of our dying in the service of our King, as 
was the fate of so many subjects of Middle Eastern mo-
narchs, this Prophet, Priest, and King would willingly die for 
us, to make it possible for us to be reconciled to God the Fa-
ther so as to live in fellowship with Him and the other Per-
sons of the Trinity.

What do you suppose is the frame of mind that is ap-
propriate for us to form when we contemplate this gift and 
sacrifice of God Himself?  What responses to you think we 
should be making when we realize just what it is that God 
has, quite unnecessarily, done for us?

Who among us dares to think that we are forming our 
hearts and minds into those ways of thought, and conforming 
our deeds and actions appropriately, so as to be suitable res-
ponses to these unprecedented gifts?

--oo0oo--

The Rev’d Canon John A. Hollister20

June 10, 2012.
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leck-ights] and all the children of the east lay along in the 
valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were 
without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude. 
And when Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn] was come, behold, there 
was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and said, Be-
hold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley bread 
tumbled into the host of Midian [MIDD-ee-unn], and came 
unto a tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the 
tent lay along. And his fellow answered and said, This is 
nothing else save the sword of Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn] the 
son of Joash [JOE-ash], a man of Israel: for into his hand 
hath God delivered Midian [MIDD-ee-unn], and all the host. 
And it was so, when Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn] heard the tell-
ing of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he wor-
shipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; 
for the LORD hath delivered into your hand the host of Mi-
dian [MIDD-ee-unn]. And he divided the three hundred 
men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every 
man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the 
pitchers. And he said unto them, Look on me, and do like-
wise: and, behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, 
it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow with a 
trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets 
also on every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the 
LORD, and of Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn]. 

“So Gideon [GIDD-ee-unn], and the hundred men 
that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the 
beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set 
the watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitch-
ers that were in their hands. And the three companies blew 
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in 
their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow 
withal: and they cried, The sword of the LORD, and of Gide-
on [GIDD-ee-unn]. And they stood every man in his place 
round about the camp; and all the host ran, and cried, and 
fled. And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the 
LORD set every man’s sword against his fellow, even 
throughout all the host: and the host fled to Bethshittah 
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[beth-SHITT-uh] in Zererath [ZARE-ih-rath], and to the 
border of Abelmeholah [AY-bell meh-HOE-luh], unto Tab-
bath [TABB-uth]. And the men of Israel gathered them-
selves together out of Naphtali [NAFF-tuh-lee], and out of 
Asher [ASH-urr], and out of all Manasseh [muh-NASS-uh], 
and pursued after the Midianites [MIDD-ee-unn-ights].”

Or,

Here beginneth the first Chapter of the Book of 
Ruth.3

“Now it came to pass in the days when the judges 
ruled, that there was a famine in the land.  And a certain man 
of Bethlehemjudah [BETH-lih-hem JOO-duh] went to so-
journ in the country of Moab [MOE-abb], he, and his wife, 
and his two sons.  And the name of the man was Elimelech
[ih-LIMB-uh-leck], and the name of his wife Naomi [nay-
OH-mee], and the name of his two sons Mahlon [MAH-
lahn] and Chilion [KILL-ee-ohn], Ephrathites [EFF-ruh-
thights] of Bethlehemjudah [BETH-lih-hem JOO-duh]. 
And they came into the country of Moab [MOE-abb], and 
continued there. And Elimelech [ih-LIMB-uh-leck] Nao-
mi’s [nay-OH-meez] husband died; and she was left, and her 
two sons. And they took them wives of the women of Moab
[MOE-abb]; the name of the one was Orpah [AHR-puh], 
and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there 
about ten years. And Mahlon [MAH-lahn] and Chilion 
[KILL-ee-ohn] died also both of them; and the woman was 
left of her two sons and her husband.

“Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she 
might return from the country of Moab [MOE-abb]:  for she 
had heard in the country of Moab [MOE-abb] how that the 
LORD had visited his people in giving them bread. Where-
fore she went forth out of the place where she was, and her 
two daughters in law with her; and they went on the way to 
return unto the land of Judah. And Naomi [nay-OH-mee]
said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her 
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lem17 when the angel announced to him the coming birth of 
Zachariah’s son.

Lastly, the Magi gave the Christ child myrrh, which 
is the dried sap of another family of trees that grows in the 
same region as does frankincense.  In ancient times, this sap 
was thought to have medicinal properties, which could make 
it a sign of the healings Christ would perform during His 
ministry here on earth.  More importantly, however, it was 
associated with the preparation of bodies for burial.  One 
could almost say it was the ancient world’s equivalent of our 
embalming fluid.

This might seem an odd way of symbolizing Christ’s 
function as the great and final Prophet, until we recall what 
was too often the fate of faithful prophets in the Old Testa-
ment.  For example, Elijah was hounded by King Ahab and 
Queen Jezebel,18 who sought his death because he had been 
too faithful in preaching God’s message to the people.

This common fate for prophets is summarized in Our 
Lord’s parable of the sharecroppers19 who beat and killed 
their landlord’s rent collectors and, finally, did the same to 
that landlord’s son and heir.  In that parable, of course, the 
rent collectors are metaphors for the prophets and the son 
and heir is a metaphor for the Messiah, so that son and heir’s 
murder is a foretelling of the death of Christ the Great High 
Priest, for which the Magi’s gift of myrrh was a “type”.

VI. Conclusion:

We are among those non-Jewish nations that were 
represented during this visitation by the Magi.  Those gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh were given on our be-
halves, to symbolize the Christ’s triple rôle in our lives as 
our great and final Prophet, Priest, and King.  
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To understand the significance of these gifts, we must 
pause for a moment to consider the three types of agent in 
the Old Testament through whom God dealt with humanity.  
These three types of representative or mandatary were the 
prophet, the priest, and the king.  The prophet declares 
God’s will to mankind, the priest leads the people in the 
worship of God, and the king rules on God’s behalf, main-
taining the state of civil society which is necessary for reli-
gion and the virtues to flourish.

We can see an example of these three functionaries, 
in the form of separate individuals coöperating in furtherance 
of God’s plans, in the first Chapter of the First Book of the 
Kings.  There, King David commanded Zadok the Priest and 
Nathan the Prophet to anoint his son Solomon as David’s 
successor as King of the Israelites.13

Notice, however, that in the Old Testament, with one 
notable exception, that of the mysterious Melchizedek, King 
and Priest of Salem,14 all three of these functions were al-
ways performed by separate people.  However, the Old Tes-
tament foresees—particularly in Psalm 11015—that in the 
New Testament, these three essential functions are to be 
united in one Person, the Second Person of the Holy and Un-
divided Trinity,16 as is testified to in the Epistle to the He-
brews.

And it is that revelation of Jesus the Christ as the 
new and final Prophet, Priest, and King that is the “anti-
type” for which the “type” is composed of the gifts presented 
to Him by the Magi.  Of these, gold represents the taxes and 
tribute paid to earthly Kings.  Frankincense, the dried sap of 
trees that grow in Somalia and southern Arabia, is symbolic 
of the Priest, as you will recall from the story of the birth of 
John the Baptist, in which John’s father, the priest Zachariah, 
was offering incense on the altar in the Temple in Jerusa-
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mother's house: the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have 
dealt with the dead, and with me. The LORD grant you that 
ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. 
Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and 
wept. And they said unto her, Surely we will return with 
thee unto thy people. And Naomi [nay-OH-mee] said, Turn 
again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? are there yet 
any more sons in my womb, that they may be your hus-
bands? Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am too 
old to have an husband. If I should say, I have hope, if I 
should have an husband also to night, and should also bear 
sons; Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would 
ye stay for them from having husbands? nay, my daughters; 
for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the 
LORD is gone out against me. And they lifted up their voice, 
and wept again: and Orpah [AHR-puh] kissed her mother in 
law; but Ruth clave unto her. And she said, Behold, thy sis-
ter in law is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: 
return thou after thy sister in law. And Ruth said, Intreat me 
not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will 
lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: 
Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the 
LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part thee 
and me. When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go 
with her, then she left speaking unto her. 

“So they two went until they came to Bethlehem
[BETH-lih-hem]. And it came to pass, when they were 
come to Bethlehem [BETH-lih-hem], that all the city was 
moved about them, and they said, Is this Naomi [nay-OH-
mee]? And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi [nay-
OH-mee], call me Mara [MAY-ruh]: for the Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full and the LORD

hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye me 
Naomi [nay-OH-mee], seeing the LORD hath testified 
against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? So Naomi 
[nay-OH-mee] returned, and Ruth the Moabitess [moe-uh-
BITE-ess], her daughter in law, with her, which returned out 
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of the country of Moab [MOE-abb]: and they came to Beth-
lehem [BETH-lih-hem] in the beginning of barley harvest.”

Or,

Here beginneth the sixth Verse of the fifth Chapter of 
the Book of Job.4

“…  Although affliction cometh not forth of the dust, 
neither doth trouble spring out of the ground; Yet man is 
born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward. I would seek 
unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause: Which 
doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things with-
out number: Who giveth rain upon the earth, and sendeth 
waters upon the fields: To set up on high those that be low; 
that those which mourn may be exalted to safety. He disap-
pointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot 
perform their enterprise. He taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried head-
long. They meet with darkness in the day time, and grope in 
the noonday as in the night. But he saveth the poor from the 
sword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty. 
So the poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth her mouth. Be-
hold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore des-
pise not thou the chastening of the Almighty: For he maketh 
sore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands make 
whole. He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven 
there shall no evil touch thee. In famine he shall redeem thee 
from death: and in war from the power of the sword. Thou 
shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt 
thou be afraid of destruction when it cometh. At destruction 
and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of 
the beasts of the earth. For thou shalt be in league with the 
stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be at 
peace with thee. And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle 
shall be in peace; and thou shalt visit thy habitation, and 
shalt not sin. Thou shalt know also that thy seed shall be 
great, and thine offspring as the grass of the earth. Thou 
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The Epiphany event actually contains two such 
“types”.  First, there are the Magi themselves—traditionally 
three of them although Scripture does not designate a num-
ber.  They were sent to Our Lord as representatives of the 
non-Jewish nations of the world; in other worlds, they are 
“types” of the expansion of the new Church, the opening up 
of the Covenant to people by faith rather than by birth, that 
was one of the principal purposes in Our Lord’s Incarnation 
among us.

We see the beginning of the “anti-type” of this sym-
bolic visit of the Magi, that is, of the event that it prefigures, 
in the eighth Chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.  There, af-
ter the persecution that included the murder of St. Stephen, 
the disciples fled and dispersed from Jerusalem throughout 
Palestine.  St. Philip went to Samaria, the historic home of 
the Jews’ hated and estranged cousins, and there converted 
some of those Samaritans to the new Faith.10

After this, Philip was responsible for spreading the 
Faith even further afield, when he witnessed to and then bap-
tized the treasurer of the Queen of Ethiopia;11 to this day, 
Ethiopia’s native Coptic Church is one of the strongholds of 
Christianity in northeast Africa.

Philip’s evangelistic feats are not the only “anti-
types” of the Magi’s visit, for they were followed, of course, 
by St. Peter’s mission to certain Roman officials such as 
Cornelius the Centurion of Joppa.12  That, in turn, was fol-
lowed by Saints Peter and Paul’s work in Damascus and An-
tioch and then by St. Barnabas and St. Paul and their great 
missionary journeys to Asia Minor and Greece, all of which 
involved the immediate spread of the new Christian Faith 
beyond the ethnic boundaries of the Jewish people.

The second “type” that we find in the story of the 
Magi and their visit to the Christ child involves the gifts that 
they presented to Him:  gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.  
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To begin to understand the full significance of this 
“showing of Christ to the nations”, we need first to examine 
who these “Magi” really were.  Ethnically or nationally, they 
were Medes,7 members of one of the two great peoples that 
made up the ancient state known as “the empire of the Medes 
and the Persians”.  There is a reference to them in the book 
of Esther, where it is noted that one of the peculiarities of 
their constitution was that once a law was promulgated for 
the Medes, that law could never be amended or repealed.8

By profession, these men were priests, priests of Per-
sia’s ancient national religion, Zoroastrianism.9  (Until the 
Muslim conquest in the Seventh Century, Zoroastrianism 
prevailed throughout what is now Iran; today, it survives 
there only in small pockets and the majority of its adherents, 
called the “Parsees” or “Persians”, live either in India or in 
the Indian diaspora.)

These Zoroastrian priests were skilled in astrology 
and in the interpretation of dreams, and lived near colonies 
of Jews who were the remnants of the Babylonian Exile.  
From their own background, they would have recognized 
some unusual sign in the heavens and would have unders-
tood it to be the precursor of an event of world-wide impor-
tance.  From their Jewish neighbors, they would have learned 
that this event was to be the birth of the Messiah, whom they 
like their Jewish friends assumed would be a “king”, and 
from the same sources would have learned that this birth 
would take place to the west of them, in Palestine.

The next thing we need to remember to appreciate the 
full significance of these “Magi” is the concept of typology.  
In Scripture, a “type” is a person or an event that in some 
way prefigures and helps to explain the significance of a lat-
er person or event; the thing or person that or who is thus 
prefigured or foreshadowed is called the “anti-type”.  
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shalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of corn 
cometh in in his season. Lo this, we have searched it, so it 
is; hear it, and know thou it for thy good.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the second 
Chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew.5

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea 
in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and 
are come to worship him.  When Herod the king had heard 
these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.  
And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people together, he demanded of them where Christ 
should be born.  And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of 
Judaea:  for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Beth-
lehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes 
of Juda:  for out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall 
rule my people Israel.  Then Herod, when he had privily 
called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time 
the star appeared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, 
Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye 
have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and 
worship him also.  When they had heard the king, they de-
parted; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went be-
fore them, till it came and stood over where the young child 
was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy.

“And when they were come into the house, they saw 
the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him:  and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and 
myrrh.  And being warned of God in a dream that they 
should not return to Herod, they departed into their own 
country another way.  And when they were departed, behold, 
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the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, 
Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word:  for Herod 
will seek the young child to destroy him.  When he arose, he 
took the young child and his mother by night, and departed 
into Egypt:  And was there until the death of Herod:  that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.

“Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of 
the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew 
all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts 
thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time 
which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. Then was 
fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, 
saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and 
weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her child-
ren, and would not be comforted, because they are not.

“But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, Saying, Arise, 
and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land 
of Israel:  for they are dead which sought the young child’s 
life.  And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, 
and came into the land of Israel.  But when he heard that 
Archelaus [ahr-kih-LAY-uss] did reign in Judaea in the 
room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: not-
withstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned 
aside into the parts of Galilee:  And he came and dwelt in a 
city called Nazareth:  that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

II. Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “[O]pening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense, and myrrh.”6

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.  Amen.
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III. Introduction:

Trinitytide is the portion of the Christian year when 
in our services we read, meditate, and preach less about the
facts of the specific events of Our Lord’s birth, ministry, and 
death, and concentrate more upon the significance of those 
events and of His teachings, first, for our attempts to live a 
Christian life and, second, for our efforts to evangelize the 
world and so to bring it to Him.

IV. Theme:

While we would easily understand why today’s 
Second Lesson might have been assigned to be read on the 
Feast of the Epiphany, or at least at some time during Epi-
phanytide, it is a bit less obvious why we should encounter it 
now, so close to the beginning of Trinitytide.

The answer to that, I think, will be found in what the 
Epiphany encounter tells us about the new relationship be-
tween God and mankind that was inaugurated with Our 
Lord’s Incarnation and that came to fruition when He took 
up His short but epochal public ministry.

V. Developement:

As we probably all remember, the Epiphany which is 
the subject of today’s Second Lesson is the event we call 
“Christ’s showing to the Gentiles”, meaning to the non-
Jewish “nations” of the world.  And the most important part 
of its meaning is that “showing”, for the very meaning of an 
“epiphany” is the revelation of some very significant truth.  
Thus we sometimes say, when someone has come to an im-
portant realization, “he had an epiphany”, meaning “he sud-
denly understood something that previously had been opaque 
to him”.


