
SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
The Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity1

The Rev. Warren E. Shaw, Priest-in-Charge

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the eighteenth Chap-
ter of the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.3

“The word of the LORD came unto me again, saying, 
What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of 
Israel, saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the child-
ren’s teeth are set on edge?  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, ye 
shall not have occasion any more to use this proverb in Israel.  
Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the 
soul of the son is mine:  the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 

“…
“Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of 

the father?  When the son hath done that which is lawful and 
right, and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall 
surely live.  The soul that sinneth, it shall die.  The son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the 
iniquity of the son:  the righteousness of the righteous shall be 
upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.  
But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath com-
mitted, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and 
right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. All his transgres-
sions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto 
him:  in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.  Have 
I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die? saith [SETH]
the LORD:  and not that he should return from his ways, and 
live? 

“But when the righteous turneth away from his righ-
teousness, and committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all 
the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live?  All 
his righteousness that he hath done shall not be mentioned:  in 
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his trespass that he hath trespassed, and in his sin that he hath 
sinned, in them shall he die. 

“Yet ye say, The way of the LORD is not equal.  Hear 
now, O house of Israel; Is not my way equal? are not your ways 
unequal?  When a righteous man turneth away from his righ-
teousness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them; for his 
iniquity that he hath done shall he die.  Again, when the wicked 
man turneth away from his wickedness that he hath committed, 
and doeth that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul 
alive.  Because he considereth, and turneth away from all his 
transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he 
shall not die.  Yet saith [SETH] the house of Israel, The way of 
the LORD is not equal.  O house of Israel, are not my ways 
equal? are not your ways unequal?  Therefore I will judge you, 
O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith 
[SETH] the Lord GOD.  Repent, and turn yourselves from all 
your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.

“Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby 
ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spi-
rit:  for why will ye die, O house of Israel?  For I have no plea-
sure in the death of him that dieth, saith [SETH] the Lord GOD:  
wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”

Or,

Here beginneth the thirty-third Chapter of the Book of 
the Prophet Ezekiel.4

“Again the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, Son 
of man, speak to the children of thy people, and say unto them, 
When I bring the sword upon a land, if the people of the land 
take a man of their coasts, and set him for their watchman:  If 
when he seeth the sword come upon the land, he blow the trum-
pet, and warn the people; Then whosoever heareth the sound of 
the trumpet, and taketh not warning; if the sword come, and 
take him away, his blood shall be upon his own head.  He heard 
the sound of the trumpet, and took not warning; his blood shall 
be upon him.  But he that taketh warning shall deliver his soul.  
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But if the watchman see the sword come, and blow not the 
trumpet, and the people be not warned; if the sword come, and 
take any person from among them, he is taken away in his iniq-
uity; but his blood will I require at the watchman’s hand. 

“So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto 
the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my 
mouth, and warn them from me.  When I say unto the wicked, 
O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to 
warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.  Neverthe-
less, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do 
not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast 
delivered thy soul.  Therefore, O thou son of man, speak unto 
the house of Israel; Thus ye speak, saying, If our transgressions 
and our sins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how should 
we then live?  Say unto them, As I live, saith [SETH] the Lord 
GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live:  turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?  Therefore, 
thou son of man, say unto the children of thy people, The righ-
teousness of the righteous shall not deliver him in the day of his 
transgression:  as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not 
fall thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickedness; nei-
ther shall the righteous be able to live for his righteousness in 
the day that he sinneth.  When I shall say to the righteous, that 
he shall surely live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and 
commit iniquity, all his righteousnesses shall not be remem-
bered; but for his iniquity that he hath committed, he shall die 
for it.  Again, when I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely 
die; if he turn from his sin, and do that which is lawful and 
right; If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had 
robbed, walk in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; 
he shall surely live, he shall not die.  None of his sins that he 
hath committed shall be mentioned unto him:  he hath done that 
which is lawful and right; he shall surely live. 

“Yet the children of thy people say, The way of the Lord 
is not equal:  but as for them, their way is not equal.  When the 
righteous turneth from his righteousness, and committeth iniqui-
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ty, he shall even die thereby.  But if the wicked turn from his 
wickedness, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall live 
thereby. 

“Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not equal.  O ye 
house of Israel, I will judge you every one after his ways.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the sixteenth 
Chapter of the Gospel according to St. John.5

“These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not 
be offended.  They shall put you out of the synagogues:  yea, 
the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he 
doeth God service.  And these things will they do unto you, be-
cause they have not known the Father, nor me.  But these things 
have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye may remem-
ber that I told you of them.  And these things I said not unto you 
at the beginning, because I was with you.  But now I go my way 
to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, Whither goest 
thou?  But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow 
hath filled your heart.  Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is ex-
pedient for you that I go away:  for if I go not away, the Com-
forter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you.  And when he is come, he will reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:  Of sin, because 
they believe not on me; Of righteousness, because I go to my 
Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, because the prince 
of this world is judged.  I have yet many things to say unto you, 
but ye cannot bear them now.  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:  for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak:  and he will shew [SHOW] you things to come.  He shall 
glorify me:  for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew 
[SHOW] it unto you.  All things that the Father hath are mine:  
therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew 
[SHOW] it unto you.  A little while, and ye shall not see me:  
and again, a little while, and ye shall see me, because I go to the 
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5 St. John 16:1-end (KJV).
6 That is, in Jacobean English, “the Strengthener”.



- 8 -

Christ present to us, so He makes us present to Christ. He joins 
us together with Christ in baptism and He joins us with Christ in 
this Sacrament in answer to our prayer “that we may evermore 
dwell in him and he in us.”

Jesus says in today’s Second Lesson that The Holy Spi-
rit will take what is His and reveal it to us. He will also take 
what is ours and present it to Christ, if we will allow it. 

There is an old hymn, often sung in black churches, that 
asks, “Is your all on the altar of sacrifice laid? Your heart does 
the Spirit control?” 

The hymn goes on to say, “You can only be blest and 
have peace and sweet rest as you yield him your body and 
soul.”

Brothers and sisters, do not resist the Holy Spirit. Do 
not argue with the Holy Spirit. Do not withhold any part of 
your life from Him. God lays His Son on this altar for you 
every time we ask Him to. What will you lay on the altar for 
Him?

--oo0oo--

St. David’s Anglican Catholic Church May 6, 2012
Charlottesville, Virginia

                                                
1 This sermon was originally written on the Gospel at Mass for the Fourth 
Sunday after Easter, 2012.
2 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928), 
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS 

PROPOSED IN 1928 44 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of Lessons (The 
Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxix 
(South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the Episcopal Syn-
od), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxviii (CIPBC 1963).
3 Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-end (KJV).
4 Ezekiel 33:1-20 (KJV).
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Father.  Then said some of his disciples among themselves, 
What is this that he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not 
see me:  and again, a little while, and ye shall see me:  and, Be-
cause I go to the Father?  They said therefore, What is this that 
he saith [SETH], A little while? we cannot tell what he saith 
[SETH].  Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, 
and said unto them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I 
said, A little while, and ye shall not see me:  and again, a little 
while, and ye shall see me?  Verily, verily, I say unto you, That 
ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice:  and ye 
shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.  A 
woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is 
come:  but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remem-
bereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 
world.  And ye now therefore have sorrow:  but I will see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh 
from you.  And in that day ye shall ask me nothing.  Verily, ve-
rily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you.  Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my 
name:  ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.  
These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs:  but the time 
cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I 
shall shew [SHOW] you plainly of the Father.  At that day ye 
shall ask in my name:  and I say not unto you, that I will pray 
the Father for you:  For the Father himself loveth you, because 
ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God.  
I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: 
again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.  His disciples said 
unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest no prov-
erb.  Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest 
not that any man should ask thee:  by this we believe that thou 
camest forth from God.  Jesus answered them, Do ye now be-
lieve?  Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall 
be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone:  
and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me.  These 
things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace.  
In the world ye shall have tribulation:  but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world.”
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Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Homily:

The Gospel for the day is part of a long farewell address 
that Jesus delivered to His disciples before the events of Good 
Friday, Easter, and Ascension Day. In it, He talks about the 
Holy Spirit in the context of what is about to happen. He says 
that He is about to go away, by which He means He will ascend
to The Father, but that He will still be available to His disciples 
because The Spirit “will take what is mine and … reveal it to 
you.”

This passage is St. John’s version of the short farewell 
address at the end of St. Matthew’s Gospel in which Jesus 
promises to be with His disciples “always, until the end of the 
world.”

The idea is that the Holy Spirit will enable us to expe-
rience the presence of Christ after the Ascension. That is per-
haps the primary function of the Holy Spirit in the life of the 
Church.

We call the Holy Spirit “The Lord and Giver of Life.” 
We call him “the Comforter.”6 We call Him “The Counselor.” 
He is all of the things because He makes Jesus present to us. 
The Good Shepherd leads us in paths of righteousness, beside 
still waters.  He restores our souls by His own death and gives 
us life everlasting life.

In the Acts of the Apostles, St. Stephen delivers a sting-
ing sermon before the Jewish authorities, for which he is con-
demned and stoned to death. But the text says, “He, full of the 
Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God.” The Holy Spirit made 
Jesus present to Him in the hour of his death.
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In the book of Revelation, St. John says, “I was in the 
Spirit on the Lords Day.” The first thing he sees is a vision of 
Jesus in His Glory standing in the midst of seven golden can-
dlesticks, which represent the seven churches to which He has 
something to say.

The same Spirit makes Jesus present and reveals Him to 
us when we pray, and when we gather together to read and to 
hear His written word. He makes Christ present in the bread 
and wine when the priest calls upon God “to bless and sanctify 
by [his] word and Holy Spirit” the food and drink God has 
created and given to us.

We call this Sacrament by a variety of names. We call it 
“the Mass” from the Latin word for a dismissal, which is said 
when the service is over. We call it “The Lord’s Supper” be-
cause it was instituted by Jesus at His final meal with the Apos-
tles before His death. We call it “The Eucharist” from the 
Greek word for giving thanks. And we call it “Holy Commu-
nion” for a very good reason. Communion implies a mutual 
give and take, and this Sacrament involves a mutual give and 
take between us and God.

God gives us Himself, and we, if we, are truly grateful 
for that gift, give ourselves in return: “our souls and bodies” as 
we say in the prayer of consecration.

Do we really do that? Or are we merely takers of what 
God gives us, offering nothing in return?

It is true that we have nothing to offer that God has not 
first given to us, except for our sins. And God stands ready to 
receive them also along with our time and our energy and our 
money and our skills and all the other things that He has given 
us.

I would suggest to you that it is the Holy Spirit who 
enables us to offer all those things to God. Just as He makes 


