
SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

The Rev. Warren E. Shaw, Rector

Lessons:1

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the third Chapter of
the Book of Daniel.2

“Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur] the king
made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and
the breadth thereof six cubits:  he set it up in the plain of Dura
[DYOU-rah], in the province of Babylon. Then Nebuchadnez-
zar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur] the king sent to gather together the
princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasur-
ers, the counsellers, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the prov-
inces, to come to the dedication of the image which Nebuchad-
nezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur] the king had set up. Then the
princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers,
the counsellers, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces,
were gathered together unto the dedication of the image that
Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur] the king had set up;
and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar [neb-
YOU-kad-nezz-ur] had set up. Then an herald cried aloud, To
you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages, That at
what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and
worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-
kad-nezz-ur] the king hath set up: And whoso falleth not down
and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace. Therefore at that time, when all the peo-
ple heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery,
and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, and the lan-
guages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebu-
chadnezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur] the king had set up.

“Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans [kol-DEE-
unz] came near, and accused the Jews. They spake and said to
the king Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur], O king, live



- 2 -

for ever. Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that
shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery,
and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and wor-
ship the golden image: And whoso falleth not down and wor-
shippeth, that he should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery
furnace. There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the
affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach [SHAD-rack],
Meshach [MEE-shack], and Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-goe];
these men, O king, have not regarded thee:  they serve not thy
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur] in his
rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach [SHAD-rack],
Meshach [MEE-shack], and Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-goe].
Then they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar
[neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur] spake and said unto them, Is it true, O
Shadrach [SHAD-rack], Meshach [MEE-shack], and Abed-
nego [uh-BED-nih-goe], do not ye serve my gods, nor worship
the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that
at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sack-
but, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall
down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye
worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a
burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you
out of my hands? Shadrach [SHAD-rack], Meshach [MEE-
shack], and Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-goe], answered and said
to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur], we
are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God
whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery fur-
nace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if
not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy
gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

“Then was Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur]
full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against
Shadrach [SHAD-rack], Meshach [MEE-shack], and Abed-
nego [uh-BED-nih-goe]: therefore he spake, and commanded
that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it
was wont to be heated. And he commanded the most mighty
men that were in his army to bind Shadrach [SHAD-rack], Me-
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You can put Jesus out of your life altogether if you wish.
He will accept that choice. You can choose to put Jesus ahead
of everything else in your life. He will gladly accept that
choice, provided you really mean everything. But the one
choice Jesus will not accept is the choice to squeeze Him in be-
tween other values and other commitments—even good ones.

—oo0oo—

St. David’s Anglican Catholic Church June 9, 2013
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1 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928),
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS
PROPOSED IN 1928 42 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of Lessons (The
Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxvii
(South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the Episcopal
Synod), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxvi (CIPBC 1963).
2 Daniel 3:1-end (KJV).
3 St. Luke 9:57—10:24 (KJV).
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shach [MEE-shack], and Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-goe], and to
cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were
bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other
garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery fur-
nace.  Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent,
and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those
men that took up Shadrach [SHAD-rack], Meshach [MEE-
shack], and Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-goe]. And these three
men, Shadrach [SHAD-rack], Meshach [MEE-shack], and
Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-goe], fell down bound into the midst
of the burning fiery furnace. Then Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-
kad-nezz-ur] the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and
spake, and said unto his counsellers, Did not we cast three men
bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto
the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no
hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.

“Then Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur] came
near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and
said, Shadrach [SHAD-rack], Meshach [MEE-shack], and
Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-goe], ye servants of the most high
God, come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach [SHAD-
rack], Meshach [MEE-shack], and Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-
goe], came forth of the midst of the fire. And the princes, gov-
ernors, and captains, and the king’s counsellers, being gathered
together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no
power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their
coats changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them. Then
Nebuchadnezzar [neb-YOU-kad-nezz-ur] spake, and said,
Blessed be the God of Shadrach [SHAD-rack], Meshach
[MEE-shack], and Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-goe], who hath
sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and
have changed the king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that
they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own
God. Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, and
language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shad-
rach [SHAD-rack], Meshach [MEE-shack], and Abed-nego
[uh-BED-nih-goe], shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall
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be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can de-
liver after this sort. Then the king promoted Shadrach [SHAD-
rack], Meshach [MEE-shack], and Abed-nego [uh-BED-nih-
goe], in the province of Babylon.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the fifty-seventh
Verse of the ninth Chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke.3

“And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a
certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whitherso-
ever thou goest.  And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes,
and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not
where to lay his head.  And he said unto another, Follow me.
But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.  Je-
sus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead:  but go thou and
preach the kingdom of God.  And another also said, Lord, I will
follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at
home at my house.  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having
put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the king-
dom of God.

“After these things the Lord appointed other seventy
also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city
and place, whither he himself would come.  Therefore said he
unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few:
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send
forth labourers into his harvest.  Go your ways:  behold, I send
you forth as lambs among wolves.  Carry neither purse, nor
scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by the way.  And into what-
soever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house.  And if
the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it:  if not, it
shall turn to you again.  And in the same house remain, eating
and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy
of his hire.  Go not from house to house.  And into whatsoever
city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set
before you:  And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto
them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.  But into
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of Jesus would seem to suggest that he is:  “No one who puts
his hand to plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

We are in a situation today not unlike the situation that
Jesus was in. These are apocalyptic times. An old order is
passing away and a new one is being born. Jesus requires his
followers today to give up good things; not just bad things.  He
requires that everything be put in a secondary position to the
one overriding value of membership in the household of God.
He takes very seriously the first of the Ten Commandments:
“You shall have no other gods before me.”

No longer can there be divided loyalties. We can no
more serve two masters than could the people to whom Jesus
preached. What Jesus demanded of potential disciples in his
day is what he demands of us today. He will not accept what-
ever we have left over after we tend to other obligations. Jesus
demands to be first above all, even over good things like family
and home and country. He will not be used to further anyone
else’s agenda. If you want to follow him, it will have to be on
his terms.

The interesting thing is that churches which demand that
kind of loyalty are the churches that are growing. The con-
sumer-oriented churches which adapt their message and their
activities to whatever they think the market requires are not
really thriving. They have members, but not disciples, and as a
result they have such a turnover in membership that they have
to keep scrambling and hustling and adjusting in order to main-
tain their numbers.

Jesus wants people to change. He has no interest in
supporting anyone in his or her present lifestyle. He doesn't
care about numbers.  He is looking for quality. He demands
total commitment and accepts nothing less.  In declaring that the
Kingdom of God is at hand, Jesus confronts everyone with a
choice.
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simply were not sympathetic to the cause of Christ. Jesus de-
clares such families to be dead. They are part of a world that
has already been judged and is destined for oblivion.

Francis of Assisi was such a man. The son of a wealthy
merchant, he walked away from his father with absolutely noth-
ing. Even the clothes on his back he stripped off and donned a
piece of burlap fastened with a rope.

There have been others who in less dramatic ways have
turned their backs on their parents’ way of life and chosen in-
stead to follow Christ. Some have been missionaries. Some
have entered religious orders. Some have simply said that they
were not available for a family activity on Sunday morning be-
cause they had to be in church.

Most of us grew up in a time when such choices rarely
had to be made. The institutions of society supported each
other. The home and the school and the Church and the gov-
ernment all worked together. There were prayers at home as
well as in school and at civic gatherings. Patriotism was
preached in church as well as in school.  A child who was disci-
plined in school would probably be disciplined again when he
got home. Even places of business closed so that people could
attend church on Good Friday as well as on Sunday. But those
days are over. The fabric of society is coming apart in our day.
The church and the state and the business world and the schools
and the family compete with each other for the loyalty and the
time and the energy of us all. To put it another way, there are
many pretenders to the throne of God, and we are being forced
to choose which of them we will serve.

Anyone who thinks we can return to the former days is
like the third man we meet in the gospel.  He is not an evil man.
He just wants to go back home for a visit.

Does this man live some distance away from the home
he grew up in? Is he all wrapped up in nostalgia? The answer
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whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go your
ways out into the streets of the same, and say, Even the very
dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against
you:  notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of
God is come nigh unto you.  But I say unto you, that it shall be
more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city.  Woe
unto thee, Chorazin [koe-RAY-zin]! woe unto thee, Bethsaida!
[beth-SAY-ih-duh] for if the mighty works had been done in
Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great
while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.  But it shall
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment, than for
you.  And thou, Capernaum [kuh-PURR-nay-um], which art
exalted to heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell.  He that heareth
you heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he
that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me.

“And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord,
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.  And he
said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.
Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpi-
ons, and over all the power of the enemy:  and nothing shall by
any means hurt you.  Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that
the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your
names are written in heaven.

“In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes:  even so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight.
All things are delivered to me of my Father:  and no man
knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is,
but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.

“And he turned him unto his disciples, and said pri-
vately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see:
For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see
those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear
those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.
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Homily:

If someone wants to join the Church, do you think we
should discourage him?  Jesus did. Do you think we should
make heavy demands upon potential members? Jesus did. Do
you think we should make it as easy as possible to join the
Church? Conventional wisdom says we should, but Jesus says
no.

We live in a market-oriented world.  Religion is looked
upon in America as a commodity to be sold. The consumer-
oriented church, sometimes called the welcoming church, is
held up as a model for less successful churches to learn from and
follow.

Jesus, however, did not found a consumer-oriented
Church.  He did not allow people to set their own agenda and
call on him to support it. Jesus did not promise prosperity in
worldly terms. He never offered support for what we call fam-
ily values or for national aspirations. Instead, He redefined
prosperity, He redefined the family, and He redefined the
boundaries as well as the proper interests of the nation.

Jesus did not say that if you give up your sinful ways
and join the church you will gain the love of your spouse and
the respect of your children and find a good job.  What he did
say was, “Your heavenly Father knows your needs. Seek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you."

There are three examples in this morning’s Second Les-
son of how Jesus dealt with potential new members of the
Church. The first encounter was with a man who said that he
would follow Jesus anywhere. Jesus replied that He had no per-
manent home and no security to offer in this world.  “Foxes
have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man
has nowhere to lay his head.”
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Part of the American dream is to own your own home
and be part of a stable community.  Is there anything wrong
with that? Certainly not! But if that is the most important thing
in your life, if your home has first claim on your energies and
your resources and your time, and if that is what you are willing
to make sacrifices for, then you have made an idol of your
home, and Jesus will not accept that. Jesus insists on first prior-
ity even over other worthy values. He simply will not accept
whatever is left over.  “You shall have no other gods before
me.”

A second man in this Gospel passage is invited to be-
come a disciple. He replies that he will accept the invitation
after he has taken care of some family obligations. “Let me first
bury my father,” he says.

Most interpreters understand this to mean that the man’s
father is not dead. If he were, then the son would not have been
out here with Jesus. He would have been home making ar-
rangements to bury the body within 24 hours, which is what the
Jewish law requires.

The probability is that the man was unwilling to leave
home as long as his father was alive. Many sons were in busi-
ness with their fathers and stood to inherit the business when
their fathers died. Or perhaps his father was ill or aged and the
son felt an obligation to care for him. Whatever the reason, Je-
sus would have none of it.

James and John had walked away from their family fish-
ing business, leaving their father in the boat by himself. This
man would have to do the same if he wanted to be a disciple of
Jesus:  “Leave the dead” (that is the spiritually dead) “to bury
their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of
God.”

The history of the Church is filled with many who had
to leave their families in order to follow Jesus. Their families


