
SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
The Second Sunday in Lent1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the twenty-seventh 
Chapter of the First Book of Moses, called Genesis.3

“And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his 
eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eld-
est son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Be-
hold, here am I. And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not 
the day of my death: Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy wea-
pons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take 
me some venison; And make me savoury meat, such as I love, 
and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee 
before I die. And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his 
son. And Esau went to the field to hunt for venison, and to 
bring it. 

“And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Be-
hold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, 
Bring me venison, and make me savoury meat, that I may eat, 
and bless thee before the LORD before my death. Now there-
fore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I com-
mand thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two 
good kids of the goats; and I will make them savoury meat for 
thy father, such as he loveth: And thou shalt bring it to thy fa-
ther, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his 
death. And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my 
brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man: My father pe-
radventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; 
and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing. And his 
mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey 
my voice, and go fetch me them. And he went, and fetched, and 
brought them to his mother: and his mother made savoury meat, 
such as his father loved. And Rebekah took goodly raiment of 
her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the house, and put 
them upon Jacob her younger son: And she put the skins of the 
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kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his 
neck: And she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she 
had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

“And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and 
he said, Here am I; who art thou, my son? And Jacob said unto 
his father, I am Esau thy first born; I have done according as 
thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, 
that thy soul may bless me. And Isaac said unto his son, How is 
it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? And he said, Be-
cause the LORD thy God brought it to me. And Isaac said unto 
Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, 
whether thou be my very son Esau or not. And Jacob went near 
unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is Ja-
cob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. And he dis-
cerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother 
Esau’s hands: so he blessed him. And he said, Art thou my 
very son Esau? And he said, I am. And he said, Bring it near to 
me, and I will eat of my son’s venison, that my soul may bless 
thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he 
brought him wine and he drank. And his father Isaac said unto 
him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son. And he came near, 
and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and 
blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell 
of a field which the LORD hath blessed: Therefore God give 
thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plen-
ty of corn and wine: Let people serve thee, and nations bow 
down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s 
sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee, 
and blessed be he that blesseth thee.

“And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end 
of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the 
presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in from 
his hunting. And he also had made savoury meat, and brought 
it unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father arise, 
and eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul may bless me. And 
Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am 
thy son, thy firstborn Esau. And Isaac trembled very excee-
dingly, and said, Who? where is he that hath taken venison, and 
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ly begin to hit me. Now begins all of the great movies about the 
life of Jesus. You know the ones; “King of Kings,” “The 
Robe,” “The Greatest Story Ever Told” and several more.

There is another definition of the word, Passion. It can 
also mean a Great Love For Something. I would like to use this 
particular definition. During the end of this, the Holiest of Sea-
son for we as Christians, maybe we can revisit our passion for 
Christ. Often times I say that I do not have a Job, but I get to 
live out my true passion. This is my passion for Jesus, my pas-
sion for the Liturgy in its many forms.

The summit of our faith comes to its climax over the fi-
nal two weeks in Lent:  the suffering, the vicious torture, and 
ultimate death of Christ, which are the events to which Passion-
tide looks. Thereafter, we look for the Resurrection which is 
celebrated every year with Easter. The Orthodox call it Pascha. 
This year6 is one of the few times that the Entire Christian 
Church will celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior 
on the same day. 

Each Passiontide, I remind myself to renew my passion,
in both definitions, for Jesus. I challenge each of you to do the 
same. It is my hope and prayer that we all renew or even learn 
that we do not just show up for “this, our bounden duty,” but 
that we come to love the many ancient ways of our meeting of 
Him in our presence both in prayers, music, ceremony and on 
His Altar. 

It will be both a time suffering and a time of great re-
joicing.

“I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. And I 
seek not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall 
never see death.”
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brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and 
have blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed. And when Esau 
heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceed-
ing bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, 
O my father. And he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and 
hath taken away thy blessing. And he said, Is not he rightly 
named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he 
took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away 
my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for 
me? And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have 
made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for 
servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: and 
what shall I do now unto thee, my son? And Esau said unto his 
father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even 
me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 
And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy 
dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of hea-
ven from above; And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt 
serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt 
have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy 
neck.”

Or,

Here beginneth the eleventh Verse of the fourth Chapter 
of the Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach, or Ecclesiasticus.4

“…  Wisdom exalteth her children, and layeth hold of 
them that seek her.  He that loveth her loveth life; and they that 
seek to her early shall be filled with joy.  He that holdeth her 
fast shall inherit glory; and wheresoever she entereth, the Lord 
will bless.  They that serve her shall minister to the Holy One:  
and them that love her the Lord doth love.  Whoso giveth ear 
unto her shall judge the nations:  and he that attendeth unto her 
shall dwell securely.  If a man commit himself unto her, he shall 
inherit her; and his generation shall hold her in possession.  For 
at the first she will walk with him by crooked ways, and bring 
fear and dread upon him, and torment him with her discipline, 
until she may trust his soul, and try him by her laws.  Then will 
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she return the straight way unto him, and comfort him, and 
shew [SHOW] him her secrets.  But if he go wrong, she will 
forsake him, and give him over to his own ruin.  Observe the 
opportunity, and beware of evil; and be not ashamed when it 
concerneth thy soul.  For there is a shame that bringeth sin; and 
there is a shame which is glory and grace.  Accept no person 
against thy soul, and let not the reverence of any man cause thee 
to fall.  And refrain not to speak, when there is occasion to do 
good, and hide not thy wisdom in her beauty.  For by speech 
wisdom shall be known:  and learning by the word of the ton-
gue.  In no wise speak against the truth; but be ashamed of the 
error of thine ignorance.  Be not ashamed to confess thy sins; 
and force not the course of the river.  Make not thyself an un-
derling to a foolish man; neither accept the person of the migh-
ty.  Strive for the truth unto death, and the Lord shall fight for 
thee.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the Eleventh 
Verse of the ninth Chapter of the Epistle of Blessed Paul the 
Apostle to the Hebrews.5

“…  But Christ being come an high priest of good things 
to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made 
with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the 
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in 
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for 
us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an 
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge 
your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And 
for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by 
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that 
were under the first testament, they which are called might re-
ceive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a testament 
is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For 
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a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no 
strength at all while the testator liveth. Whereupon neither the 
first testament was dedicated without blood. For when Moses 
had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, 
he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet 
wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the 
people, Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God 
hath enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled with blood both 
the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. And almost 
all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shed-
ding of blood is no remission. It was therefore necessary that 
the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with 
these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices 
than these. For Christ is not entered into the holy places made 
with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: Nor yet that 
he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the 
holy place every year with blood of others; For then must he 
often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now 
once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself. And as it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once of-
fered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Homily:

In two weeks, we will reach the second-to-the-last Sun-
day in Lent, which we call Passion Sunday.  It is the beginning 
of Passiontide. The literal translation of the particular word 
Passion is Suffering and Passiontide is the time that the Church 
sets aside to recall all of the sufferings of Christ, not only the 
physical, but the emotional. 

Passion Sunday begins the “homestretch” of Lent. For 
me, it is the time that my forty days of Fast and Abstinence real-


