
SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
The Fourth Sunday after Trinity 1

I. Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the twelfth Chap-
ter of the First Book of Samuel.3

“And Samuel said unto all Israel, Behold, I have 
hearkened unto your voice in all that ye said unto me, and 
have made a king over you. And now, behold, the king wal-
keth before you: and I am old and grayheaded; and, behold, 
my sons are with you: and I have walked before you from 
my childhood unto this day. Behold, here I am: witness 
against me before the LORD, and before his anointed: whose 
ox have I taken? or whose ass have I taken? or whom have I 
defrauded? whom have I oppressed? or of whose hand have I 
received any bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and I will 
restore it you. And they said, Thou hast not defrauded us, 
nor oppressed us, neither hast thou taken ought of any man’s 
hand. And he said unto them, The LORD is witness against 
you, and his anointed is witness this day, that ye have not 
found ought in my hand. And they answered, He is witness. 

“And Samuel said unto the people, It is the LORD that 
advanced Moses and Aaron, and that brought your fathers up 
out of the land of Egypt. Now therefore stand still, that I 
may reason with you before the LORD of all the righteous 
acts of the LORD, which he did to you and to your fathers. 
When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers cried un-
to the LORD, then the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, which 
brought forth your fathers out of Egypt, and made them 
dwell in this place. And when they forgat the LORD their 
God, he sold them into the hand of Sisera [SISS-urr-uh], 
captain of the host of Hazor [HAY-zoar], and into the hand 
of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of Moab, and 
they fought against them. And they cried unto the LORD, and 
said, We have sinned, because we have forsaken the LORD, 
and have served Baalim [BAY-uh-limb] and Ashtaroth
[ASH-tuh-rahth]: but now deliver us out of the hand of our 
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enemies, and we will serve thee. And the LORD sent Jerub-
baal [dgerr-uh-BAY-ull], and Bedan [BEE-dann], and 
Jephthah [JEFF-thuh], and Samuel, and delivered you out 
of the hand of your enemies on every side, and ye dwelled 
safe. And when ye saw that Nahash [NAY-hash] the king of 
the children of Ammon came against you, ye said unto me, 
Nay; but a king shall reign over us: when the LORD your 
God was your king. Now therefore behold the king whom 
ye have chosen, and whom ye have desired! and, behold, the 
LORD hath set a king over you. If ye will fear the LORD, and 
serve him, and obey his voice, and not rebel against the 
commandment of the LORD, then shall both ye and also the 
king that reigneth over you continue following the LORD 

your God: But if ye will not obey the voice of the LORD, but 
rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then shall the 
hand of the LORD be against you, as it was against your fa-
thers. 

“Now therefore stand and see this great thing, which 
the LORD will do before your eyes. Is it not wheat harvest to 
day? I will call unto the LORD, and he shall send thunder 
and rain; that ye may perceive and see that your wickedness 
is great, which ye have done in the sight of the LORD, in 
asking you a king. So Samuel called unto the LORD; and the 
LORD sent thunder and rain that day: and all the people 
greatly feared the LORD and Samuel. And all the people said 
unto Samuel, Pray for thy servants unto the LORD thy God, 
that we die not: for we have added unto all our sins this evil, 
to ask us a king. 

“And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have 
done all this wickedness: yet turn not aside from following 
the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart; And turn 
ye not aside: for then should ye go after vain things, which 
cannot profit nor deliver; for they are vain. For the LORD

will not forsake his people for his great name’s sake: be-
cause it hath pleased the LORD to make you his people. 
Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the 
LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the 
good and the right way: Only fear the LORD, and serve him 
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8 I Corinthians 12:12-26 (RSV).
9 This truth, although it seems to have escaped the notice of many so-
called church “leaders”, utterly vitiates almost all the arguments that have 
been marshaled since the 1970s to support the notion of women’s “ordi-
nation”.
10 St. Matthew 28:18-20.
11 I Corinthians 7:7b (RSV); cf. Ephesians 4:7-8.
12 Ephesians 4:7 & 11-12 (RSV).
13 St. Matthew 5:13.
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This, in turn, implies that a certain duty has been laid 
on us, in fact, that two duties have been given us.  The first 
such duty is to pray and work to discern which specific gifts 
have been given to each of us as individuals and to our par-
ticular congregations as communities of the Faith.

The second such duty is to pray and work to use 
those gifts to equip the saints for the work of the ministry 
and to build up the body of Christ.  Am I doing both those 
things now?  Are you doing them now?  Are we as a congre-
gation doing them now?  On the answers to these questions 
hang not only our own individual futures but the future of the 
Church which has, for our lifetimes, been entrusted to us.

And now, unto God  the Father, God  the Son, and 
God  the Holy Ghost, be ascribed, as is most justly due, all 
might, majesty, dominion, power, and glory, both now and 
evermore.  Amen.

—oo0oo—

The Rev’d Canon John A. Hollister, JD

January 18, 2009

                                                
1 This sermon was originally written for Mass on the Second Sunday 
after the Epiphany, 2009.
2 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 
1928), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEV-

IATIONS PROPOSED IN 1928 39 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of 
Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON 

PRAYER xxxiii (South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by 
the Episcopal Synod), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxxi (CIPBC 
1963).
3 I Samuel 12:1-end (KJV).
4 Job 39:1-end (KJV).
5 Romans 12:1-end (KJV).
6 Romans 12:6-8 (RSV).
7 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a.
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in truth with all your heart: for consider how great things he 
hath done for you. But if ye shall still do wickedly, ye shall 
be consumed, both ye and your king.”

Or,

Here beginneth the thirty-ninth Chapter of the Book 
of Job.4

“Knowest thou the time when the wild goats of the 
rock bring forth? or canst thou mark when the hinds do 
calve?  Canst thou number the months that they fulfil? or 
knowest thou the time when they bring forth?  They bow 
themselves, they bring forth their young ones, they cast out 
their sorrows.  Their young ones are in good liking, they 
grow up with corn; they go forth, and return not unto them.  
Who hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the 
bands of the wild ass?  Whose house I have made the wil-
derness, and the barren land his dwellings.  He scorneth the 
multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the crying of the 
driver.  The range of the mountains is his pasture, and he 
searcheth after every green thing.  Will the unicorn be will-
ing to serve thee, or abide by thy crib?  Canst thou bind the 
unicorn with his band in the furrow? or will he harrow the 
valleys after thee?  Wilt thou trust him, because his strength 
is great? or wilt thou leave thy labour to him?  Wilt thou be-
lieve him, that he will bring home thy seed, and gather it into 
thy barn?  Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacocks? 
or wings and feathers unto the ostrich?  Which leaveth her 
eggs in the earth, and warmeth them in dust,  And forgetteth 
that the foot may crush them, or that the wild beast may 
break them. She is hardened against her young ones, as 
though they were not her’s:  her labour is in vain without 
fear; Because God hath deprived her of wisdom, neither hath 
he imparted to her understanding.  What time she lifteth up 
herself on high, she scorneth the horse and his rider.  Hast 
thou given the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck 
with thunder?  Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? 
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the glory of his nostrils is terrible.  He paweth in the valley, 
and rejoiceth in his strength:  he goeth on to meet the armed 
men.  He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted; neither tur-
neth he back from the sword.  The quiver rattleth against 
him, the glittering spear and the shield.  He swalloweth the 
ground with fierceness and rage:  neither believeth he that it 
is the sound of the trumpet.  He saith [SETH] among the 
trumpets, Ha, ha; and he smelleth the battle afar off, the 
thunder of the captains, and the shouting.  Doth the hawk fly 
by thy wisdom, and stretch her wings toward the south?  
Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest 
on high?  She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the 
crag of the rock, and the strong place.  From thence she see-
keth the prey, and her eyes behold afar off.  Her young ones 
also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the twelfth 
Chapter of the Epistle of Blessed Paul the Apostle to the 
Romans.5

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be 
not conformed to this world:  but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  For I say, through 
the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not 
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to 
think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith.  For as we have many members in one 
body, and all members have not the same office:  So we, be-
ing many, are one body in Christ, and every one members 
one of another.  Having then gifts differing according to the 
grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait 
on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he 
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and often-overlooked, tasks is that of those who take it upon 
themselves to pray regularly for the Church, its spread, and 
its work.  Without such prayer, all of our efforts are point-
less, yet how often do we give real thought to this, how often 
do we make systematic arrangements to see that it is done?  

Yet to remind ourselves just how important this need 
truly is, we need only remember that the ultimate impulse 
behind the foundation of the monastic movement, which has 
been so productive for the Church since it emerged in the 3rd

Century, was to provide a corps and core—that’s both 
“corps” spelled C-O-R-P-S and “core” spelled C-O-R-E—of 
people whose central mission is to pray at least seven times 
daily for the Church and the world.

Our text this morning assured the Romans, and as-
sures us, that God has given each of us certain gifts.  St. Paul 
reiterated this to the Corinthians, saying “[E]ach has his own 
special gift of God, one of one kind and one of another.”11  
And as he also wrote to the Ephesians:  “[G]race was given 
to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  …  
And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up 
the body of Christ….”12

However, these admonitions also tell us that these 
gifts are not mere jewelry for our own personal adornment; 
they are treasures that we are to employ in God’s service.13  
God does nothing that is pointless, so He would not have 
given us these things unless He expected us to use them.  
Contrariwise, it would be an unproductive waste of time for 
any of us to seek to pursue activities or to build programs 
that must be grounded on gifts we do not happen to possess.  
To put the matter simply, we must capitalize on the assets we 
have and not worry about the assets we do not have.

VI.  Conclusion.
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functions as making sure the building has been kept in a safe 
state of repair, someone has made sure the light and water 
bills have been paid, and someone has unlocked the door and 
set up the altar and vessels for the service.

There are more abstruse services that are equally es-
sential to the Church’s survival.  There would be no one to 
celebrate God’s mysteries if there were first no one to identi-
fy and encourage potential vocations to the clergy, no one to 
interview, assess, train, guide, and mentor postulants for or-
dination.  There will be no congregations for whom those 
new ordinands can celebrate unless there have first been 
those who envisioned new missions and parishes, then called 
together a few friends and acquaintances to form them.

That is how begins the long and painful process of 
planting and growing new outposts of the Church.  That is 
how we fulfill the mission Christ handed on to His Apostles 
and so to us.  That is how new members are added to the sa-
cramental and spiritual family that is the New Testament 
Church.

Once planted, if those new outposts of the Church are 
to perform their function, they must be peopled.  Indeed, one 
of the most basic, most necessary, and yet most difficult of 
all the functions within the Church is that of the person who 
simply says to another, “Why don’t you come to church with 
me next Sunday?”  For that is where the entire missionary 
and evangelistic enterprise begins; this is where the congre-
gation comes from to which any new ordinand will preach 
and for which he will celebrate the Sacraments.  This simple, 
person-by-person process is how the Church goes forth to all 
the nations of the world, teaching and converting them in 
obedience to our Lord’s command.10

Once planted and populated, those new outposts of 
the Church must be supported, both materially and, even 
more importantly, spiritually.  So another of our essential, 
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that exhorteth, on exhortation:  he that giveth, let him do it 
with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that she-
weth mercy, with cheerfulness.  Let love be without dissimu-
lation.  Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is 
good.  Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly 
love; in honour preferring one another; Not slothful in busi-
ness; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; Rejoicing in hope; 
patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; Distribut-
ing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.  Bless 
them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.  Rejoice 
with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.  Be 
of the same mind one toward another.  Mind not high things, 
but condescend to men of low estate.  Be not wise in your 
own conceits.  Recompense to no man evil for evil.  Provide 
things honest in the sight of all men.  If it be possible, as 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.  Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto 
wrath:  for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith [SETH] the Lord.  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, 
feed him; if he thirst, give him drink:  for in so doing thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

II.  Text.

From the Second Lesson:  “Having gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, let us use them:  if proph-
ecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he
who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhorta-
tion; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with 
zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”6  

In the Name of the  Father, and of the  Son, and of 
the  Holy Ghost.  Amen.

III.  Introduction.
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St. Paul describes to the Romans the New Testament 
Church as a community that functions according to grace.  
Now “grace” has several meanings, most of which certainly 
do apply to the Church, but in this specific context he uses 
the concept of “grace” as “gift”, which comes from the Latin 
word gratia, or “that which is given”.  When we use “grace” 
in connection with the Church, we are usually speaking of
God’s gift of His own Presence.

This concept is one of several that mark a significant 
change in the nature of the Church as it made the transition 
from the Old Testament Church to that of the New Testa-
ment.

IV.  Theme.

The Old Testament Church was coextensive with the 
Hebrew Nation.  It was a limited body, intended by God as a 
preparatory phase of His plan of salvation, a phase in which 
the Jewish People would be developed into a suitable vessel 
into which He could pour His final Revelation of Himself in 
the form of the Incarnate Christ.  In contrast, the New Tes-
tament Church is a universal body, intended by God as the 
final phase of His plan of Salvation.

Where the Old Testament Church was made up only 
of a small number of people united by actual family, clan, 
and tribal ties, the New Testament Church is made up of a 
huge number of people, potentially and desirably the entire 
population of the earth, united not by biological kinship but 
by a sacramental and spiritual one.

V.  Developement.

We may be helped in understanding these changes if 
we consider another passage from St. Paul.7  In the twelfth 
Chapter of his First Epistle to the Corinthians, Paul sets forth 
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his famous “organic” concept of the nature of the Church.  
Using the metaphor of the human body, he likens the indi-
vidual members of the Church to the body’s organs and 
points out that while the eyes are not identical to the ears, nor 
the legs to the arms, and none of those are the same as other 
parts, nevertheless all are equally important to the proper, 
healthy functioning of the body:

“For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For by one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and were all made to drink of 
one Spirit.  

“For the body does not consist of one member 
but of many. ...  God has arranged the organs in the 
body, each one of them as he chose.  If all were a 
single organ, where would the body be?  As it is, 
there are many parts, yet one body.  ...  But God has 
so composed the body … that there may be no dis-
cord in the body, but that the members may have the 
same care one for another.  If one member suffers, all 
suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice 
together.”8

One can summarize this concept by saying, “Equality 
is not Identity”.  Each member of the Church, like each or-
gan of the body, has his or her own special function to per-
form and the whole Body of Christ requires each of those 
functions to be performed well and skillfully.9  Take, for ex-
ample, the Church’s central function of the Eucharist.  

Certainly there must be a properly ordained Priest 
who stands in the Apostolic Succession to be the celebrant of 
each Eucharist.  However, that Priest will never have the op-
portunity to celebrate it in the Church’s building unless 
someone has seen to such seemingly mundane preliminary 


