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SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
Good Friday1

Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the thirteenth Verse 
of the fifty-second Chapter of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.3

“Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be ex-
alted and extolled, and be very high. As many were astonied at 
thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form 
more than the sons of men: So shall he sprinkle many nations; 
the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not 
been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard 
shall they consider.  

“Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm 
of the LORD revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a 
tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form 
nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty 
that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it 
were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not.

“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sor-
rows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and af-
flicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth:
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was tak-
en from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for 
the transgression of my people was he stricken. And he made 
his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; be-
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cause he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth. 

“Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him 
to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the LORD shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail 
of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his 
soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; 
and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the eleventh 
Verse of the second Chapter of First Epistle General of St. Pe-
ter.4

“…  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pil-
grims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul; 
Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles:  that, 
whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your 
good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of 
visitation.  Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake:  whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto 
governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment 
of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.  For so is 
the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men:  As free, and not using your liberty 
for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.  Ho-
nour all men.  Love the brotherhood.  Fear God.  Honour the 
king.  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not on-
ly to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.  For this is 
thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully.  For what glory is it, if, when ye be buf-
feted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye 
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she sees through the lens of the personal conduct and bearing of 
the people who call themselves Christians.

That should be a very sobering thought.  The world 
judges the truth and validity of the Christian message according 
to what it sees of how that message has worked out in, and in-
fluenced, the lives of each self-professed Christian.  Every time 
we walk out of the door of this building, out into the wider so-
ciety where we can be scrutinized, we are, quite literally, living, 
breathing examples of the Life of Christ at work.

If the world does not see that faith in Christ has made a 
perceptible, and positive, change in our lives, especially by 
helping us to behave as better people, then that world will see 
no reason to listen to the message we are trying to carry to it.  
How can the “Good News” of personal transformation be true 
and valuable if it has done nothing to transform its own mes-
sengers?

Conclusion:

So this is what St. Peter has to say on the subject of hu-
man conduct.  We should rein in our inborn instincts and drives, 
so that we control them and they do not control us.  Reasonable 
and moderate attention to our physical needs is appropriate, in-
deed, is enjoined on us as a matter of good stewardship of our 
physical beings, but overindulgence, or indulgence in improper 
circumstances, is to be avoided.  

And while we are assessing our own behavior to make 
sure it is not overly influenced by those physical impulses, we 
must also assess it for the effect it will have on those others who 
may see or be influenced by it.  For as St. Paul told the Corin-
thians, we are, all of us, ambassadors for Christ,7 stationed in a 
foreign country filled with non-Christians, so it behooves us to 
behave with the circumspection and propriety that are expected 
of all diplomatic representatives.
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and, therefore, of our nation.  Because of this, the people there 
feel especially justified in seeing their misbehavior as typical of 
all our countrymen.

This is precisely why St. Peter warns us to “[m]aintain 
good conduct among the Gentiles”:  the world has no way to 
judge what may be an individual’s inner motivations and rea-
sons for acting, but it is very well equipped to assess the nature 
of the actions and outward behavior that person exhibits as a 
result of those motivations and reasons.  

And the world does do precisely that:  all individuals, 
nations, and other groups of persons are regularly judged by on-
lookers according to the behavior those persons, citizens of 
those nations, and members of those groups display to others.  
Therefore, the acts of any one individual, or small group, are
automatically assumed to be typical of the whole population 
from which that individual or small group comes.

For example, periodically we see on the internet little 
“human interest” pieces or alleged news reports that purport to 
rank various nations’ degrees of courtesy, based upon foreign-
ers’ perceptions of the behavior and demeanor of tourists and 
travelers from those nations.  Some of us have may even have 
read one of those reports and thought to ourselves, “I’m glad the
‘Ugly American’ is no longer No. 1”—which is probably a 
harmless reaction—or, more problematically, “Huh, I met a few 
of those when I was in …” (insert here the name of some other 
country), or “Yeah, and that’s just the same way they behave 
when they’re at home, too!”  

Well, this principle operates more widely than just for 
national cultures or populations.  Outsiders judge every group 
by the behavior they observe among its members, and that goes 
for the Church just as much as it does for any other group.  All 
the average “Gentile”—that is, citizen of a country other than 
the Kingdom of God—knows about Christianity is what he or 
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do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 
with God.  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should fol-
low his steps:  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth:  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously:  Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness:  by whose stripes ye were healed.  For ye were as 
sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and 
Bishop of your souls.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “I beseech you as aliens and 
exiles, abstain from the passions of the flesh that wage war 
against your soul.  Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles, 
so that in case they speak against you as wrongdoers, they may 
see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.”5  
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.  Amen.

Introduction:

In his Epistle that forms this evening’s Second Lesson, 
Saint Peter gives us two pieces of advice concerning why we 
should behave ourselves well in our lives and actions in this 
world.  First, he tells us to “abstain from the passions of the 
flesh that wage war against [our] soul[s]” and then he tells us to 
“[m]aintain good conduct among the Gentiles”.

Theme:

One could say that in giving this advice, Peter is ad-
dressing both the inner and the outer man.  For when he says we 
should “abstain from the passions of the flesh”, he is describing 
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the inner motivations or instincts that are the wellsprings of our 
outward behavior and conduct.  And when he says we should 
“[m]aintain good conduct among the Gentiles”, he is describing 
the outward actions and behavior that flow from those same in-
ner motivations or instincts.

Thus he lays before us both the stimulus and the re-
sponse that, taken together, constitute the complete system of 
human behavior.  

Development:

First, let us consider St. Peter’s instructions about con-
trolling our motivations and instincts.  This is an area of consi-
derable difficulty because “the passions of the flesh” to which 
he refers are natural and, therefore, inevitable consequences of 
our constitution as beings.  By God’s design, we have physical 
bodies and we, in those physical bodies, live in a physical un-
iverse.

Thus we possess physical needs, and therefore inborn 
drives to satisfy those needs, which are the results of the condi-
tions under which we live.  Most of these are directly connected 
to our survival, either as individuals or as a species, such as our 
needs for water, food, clothing, shelter, safety, companionship, 
recreation, and procreation.  And, too, because they result di-
rectly from God’s plan for our existence, there is nothing inhe-
rently wrong or dysfunctional about these needs and drives.

However, as intelligent beings endowed with free will, 
we have the capacity to misuse these needs and drives and to 
indulge them well past the point where they contribute to our 
mere survival.  In addition to the problem of indulging these 
drives excessively, there are the related problems of indulging 
them at the wrong times, or in the wrong places, or with the 
wrong companions.  
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For example, satisfying our needs for hydration and nu-
trition, when carried to excess, becomes gluttony and, some-
times, drunkenness.  Similarly, satisfying our needs for shelter, 
companionship, and recreation, when carried to excess, can be-
come sloth or laziness.  And I am sure I do not need to expatiate 
upon the consequences of improperly indulging our drive to-
ward procreation.  The consequences of that error make steady 
fodder for the more sensational news media, including examples 
such as the recent6 embarrassments of, and caused by, U.S. 
Government employees who were in Cartagena, Colombia, to 
prepare for a visit by President Barack Obama.

So it is not the possession of these instincts and drives 
that St. Peter warns us against, it is the excesses to which they 
readily lead that concern him.  Remember how he phrased his 
warning:  it is “the passions of the flesh” from which he would 
have us abstain.  A “passion” is not just a desire or a temptation, 
it is a desire or temptation that has grown to be a significant fac-
tor in its possessor’s personality or behavior.

Thus the lesson St. Peter would have us learn from this 
is that these natural drives and instincts are to be allowed to di-
rect our behavior only with moderation and with careful choice 
of time, place, and circumstances, so as to achieve the legiti-
mate ends of survival and responsible enjoyment without get-
ting us into trouble. 

And that brings me to the second point in St. Peter’s ad-
vice, which, unfortunately, is also illustrated by the recent news 
from Colombia.  No one who has read those news reports, or 
has seen the related comments broadcast on radio or television, 
can have any doubt that one of the most profound results of that 
incident is the massive embarrassment of the U.S. Government, 
caused directly by the unbridled and thoughtless behavior of 
some of its most trusted employees.

To make matters worse, these employees were in that 
foreign country as official representatives of our government 


