
SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYER
The Feast of the Circumcision1

(January 1)
Lessons:2

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the thirtieth Chapter 
of the Fifth Book of Moses, called Deuteronomy.3

“And it shall come to pass, when all these things are 
come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set 
before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the na-
tions, whither the LORD thy God hath driven thee, And shalt 
return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice accord-
ing to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul; That then the LORD

thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon thee, 
and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the 
LORD thy God hath scattered thee.  If any of thine be driven out 
unto the outmost parts of heaven, from thence will the LORD thy 
God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee:  And the 
LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers 
possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, 
and multiply thee above thy fathers.  And the LORD thy God 
will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the 
LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that 
thou mayest live.  And the LORD thy God will put all these 
curses upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which 
persecuted thee.  And thou shalt return and obey the voice of the 
LORD, and do all his commandments which I command thee 
this day.  And the LORD thy God will make thee plenteous in 
every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in the 
fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good:  for the 
LORD will again rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over 
thy fathers:  If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD

thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which are 
written in this book of the law, and if thou turn unto the LORD

thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.
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“For this commandment which I command thee this day, 
it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off.  It is not in hea-
ven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, 
and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?  Neither is it 
beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the 
sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it?  
But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart, that thou mayest do it.

“See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and 
death and evil; In that I command thee this day to love the 
LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his command-
ments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live 
and multiply:  and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land 
whither thou goest to possess it.  But if thine heart turn away, so 
that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship 
other gods, and serve them; I denounce unto you this day, that 
ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days 
upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess 
it.  I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I 
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing:  there-
fore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:  That 
thou mayest love the LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey 
his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him:  for he is thy 
life, and the length of thy days:  that thou mayest dwell in the 
land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the thirteenth 
Chapter of the Epistle of Blessed Paul the Apostle to the Ro-
mans.4

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  For 
there is no power but of God:  the powers that be are ordained 
of God.  Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the 
ordinance of God:  and they that resist shall receive to them-
selves damnation.  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but 
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1 This sermon was originally written on the Epistle at Mass for the First Sun-
day in Advent, 2011.
2 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 1928), 
THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS 

PROPOSED IN 1928 31 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of Lessons (The 
Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxiii 
(South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the Episcopal Syn-
od), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xxi (CIPBC 1963).
3 Deuteronomy 30:1-end (KJV).
4 Romans 13:1-end (KJV).
5 Romans 13:12 (KJV).
6 Bishop Ordinary, the Diocese of the Holy Cross; Rector, the Cathedral 
Church of the Epiphany, Columbia, SC.
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things for God, and let us expect great things from God.  Our 
Day of Visitation in our Parish is, as it was with St. Francis, to 
build this community.  In our spiritual warfare let us, like Fran-
cis, venture everything:  put everything on the line.  By the 
world’s standards we may be small and hidden.  But as St. Paul 
said, over and over, God delights in using what is small and 
hidden and least likely, because He is jealous for His own glory.  
He delights to use what He can put through the fire, to test and 
to humble and purify for His purposes. 

A great layman once gave us encouragement by telling 
the story of the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona.  That was the year 
the magnificent Olympic Torch was lit by a paraplegic in a 
wheel chair with a bow and a flaming arrow, to shoot, and hit 
the Torch, and set it ablaze.  It did not matter how small the ar-
row, or the flame was, to set all ablaze.

The Day is at hand.  Let our Advent prayer be “Come 
quickly, Lord Jesus.”  When the midnight cry goes out, “Be-
hold, the Bridegroom cometh!”  we can be like the ten wise vir-
gins with oil in their lamps, who go forth to meet the Bride-
groom, and gladsome join the marriage throng.

The Day is at hand.  Jesus visits us today in Holy Com-
munion.  He is our Life, not an optional added extra.  Christ is 
our very Life.  There no other life.  There is no other way to the 
Father.  There is no other resurrection.  Everything we and all 
the human race hunger for, thirst for, yearn for, groan for, is in 
Christ.  For Him we want to prepare, that at His coming He may 
find in us a mansion, a home, a ready and willing heart. 

—oo0oo—
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to the evil.  Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that 
which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:  For he is 
the minister of God to thee for good.  But if thou do that which 
is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain:  for he is 
the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
doeth evil.  Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for 
wrath, but also for conscience sake.  For for this cause pay ye 
tribute also:  for they are God’s ministers, attending continually 
upon this very thing.  Render therefore to all their dues:  tribute 
to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom 
fear; honour to whom honour.  Owe no man any thing, but to 
love one another:  for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the 
law.  For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not
kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it 
is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself.  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour:  
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  And that, knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep:  for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed.  The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand:  let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.  Let us walk ho-
nestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.  But put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “[T]he night is far spent, the 
day is at hand.”5  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
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Homily:

Secular man sees himself as a letter with no address, as 
an airplane with no runway, as a page torn from a book, discon-
nected from anything that went before or that will come after.  
Secular man says that the NIGHT is at hand, so eat, drink and 
be merry, for NIGHT is at hand.  The day is far spent, the night 
is at hand.

The Jew knows differently.  The Christian knows diffe-
rently.  The DAY is at hand.  The Jewish Sabbath begins the 
evening before, Friday evening at sundown, so that we begin in 
the darkness and move toward the LIGHT, from the first pale 
light of dawn to the full blaze of noon-day.

We observe the great feasts the same way as the Jews:  
the feast begins as a vigil, the evening before, so that we begin 
in the darkness and move toward the LIGHT.  We are always
moving toward the Light of Christ.

The flow of the Church year teaches us about turning to 
Christ, the Light, the way plants turn to the light.  Thus, for ex-
ample, the timing of the Season of Advent, which we finished 
barely a week ago:  as we approach December 25, the days get 
shorter.  The world is plunged into greater darkness.  And dur-
ing Advent we are struck by the remembrance of millennia of 
aching and longing for God, of the long deep groaning in an-
guish of the entire creation, yearning for the Saviour; we are 
struck during Advent by the travail and desolation of long cen-
turies of preparation, the long preparation of Israel for her Bri-
degroom.

Then comes the first faint light of a clear, sweet dawn—
Mary, and her fiat with God.  She becomes the Bridal Chamber 
of the Word, the Womb of God.  In her, the marriage of heaven 
and earth, of time and eternity, begins.  In her, the Daystar 
dawns, to appear before all men.  The Morning Star, Christ, can 
now rise in our hearts.
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Just after the point of greatest darkness, our Saviour 
comes—in the fullness of time—not just at any old time, but in 
the fullness of time, when God has got the stage all set, with the 
full flowering of Greek philosophy, Roman law and Jewish re-
ligion.  And in the fullness of time, the Baptist’s cry rings out 
the one word that sums up Advent:  REPENT!  Wake up!  Turn 
back to God!  You are like a letter that has an address!  You are 
like an airplane that has a runway!  You are like a page con-
nected with a book!  Your destiny is in God.  His Kingdom is at 
hand.  “Thy King cometh unto thee.”  The Day of the Lord has 
dawned!

The world says the day is far spent, the night is at hand.  
St. Paul says, “the night is far spent, the day is at hand.”  We 
may wonder sometimes if we’re going to make it to the Day 
without end.  Here’s a vignette to give you some assurance.  
After two months in the hospital, a priest was near death.  His 
Day of Visitation had come.  His wife held his hand and said to 
him, “Honey, plead the Blood, and walk toward the Light.”  
Plead the Blood, and walk toward the Light.  Christ is at hand.  
Our destiny is in God.  Our life is hid with Christ in God.  Our 
life in Christ is indestructible.  

When Jesus visited Jerusalem, that city, His city, did not 
know its Day of Visitation.  The people there did not know the 
things pertaining to their peace, except for one brief moment on 
Palm Sunday.  Let us recognize our Day of Visitation, the Day 
when God visits to save us, to heal us, to bless and renew us, 
and yes, the Day when He visits to chastise His own cause, and 
finally, our heavenly birthday, when He calls us home. 

Despite setbacks and obstacles in our life together, we 
can say, with St. Francis of Assisi, on this first day of the new 
Church Year, “Let us begin.”  “Let us begin.”  We can offer 
ourselves to our Lord, not for a life of mediocrity, not for a ca-
sual brush with God, but for a life of heroic virtue—virtue 
which He is eager to build in our lives.  Let us attempt great 


