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2 Isaiah 5:1-end (KJV).
3 About six gallons, or the amount of wine one single vine might produce 
in a good year.
4 About six bushels.
5 About one bushel.  In other words, the harvest will be so bad that it will 
not even yield enough to replace the seed that was sown.
6 St. John 5:19-40 (KJV). 
7 St. John 5:21-22 (RSV).
8 St. Luke 6:37 (RSV); cf. St. Matthew 7:1.
9 Genesis 1:26-28.
10 II Peter 3:10 (RSV).
11 St. John 5:28-29 (RSV).
12 I.e., hell.
13 Isaiah 5:14-16 (RSV).
14 Assisting Priest, Christ Anglican Catholic Church, Metairie LA; Priest-
in-Charge, Holy Angels Anglican Catholic Mission, Picayune MS; Ho-
norary Canon, the Diocese of the Resurrection and Honorary Canon and 
Canon to the Ordinary, The Diocese of New Orleans, The Anglican 
Catholic Church.

SERMON FOR MORNING PRAYER
The Second Sunday in Advent

Lessons:1

The First Lesson:  Here beginneth the fifth Chapter 
of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.2

“Now will I sing to my wellbeloved a song of my be-
loved touching his vineyard.  My wellbeloved hath a vi-
neyard in a very fruitful hill:  And he fenced it, and gathered 
out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, 
and built a tower in the midst of it, and also made a wine-
press therein:  and he looked that it should bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.  And now, O inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I pray you, bet-
wixt me and my vineyard.  What could have been done more 
to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I 
looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 
grapes?  And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my 
vineyard:  I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be 
eaten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be 
trodden down:  And I will lay it waste:  it shall not be 
pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briers and 
thorns:  I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain 
upon it.  For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house 
of Israel, and the men of Judah his pleasant plant:  and he 
looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteous-
ness, but behold a cry. 

“Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay 
field to field, till there be no place, that they may be placed 
alone in the midst of the earth!  In mine ears said the LORD

of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great 
and fair, without inhabitant.  Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall 
yield one bath,3 and the seed of an homer4 shall yield an 
ephah.5  

“Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, 
that they may follow strong drink; that continue until night, 
till wine inflame them!  And the harp, and the viol, the ta-
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bret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts:  but they regard 
not the work of the LORD, neither consider the operation of 
his hands.

“Therefore my people are gone into captivity, be-
cause they have no knowledge:  and their honourable men 
are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst.  There-
fore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth with-
out measure:  and their glory, and their multitude, and their 
pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.  And the 
mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man shall 
be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled:  But 
the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that 
is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness.  Then shall the 
lambs feed after their manner, and the waste places of the fat 
ones shall strangers eat.  Woe unto them that draw iniquity 
with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope:  That
say, Let him make speed, and hasten his work, that we may 
see it:  and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw 
nigh and come, that we may know it! 

“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; 
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!  Woe unto them that are 
wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!  Woe 
unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength 
to mingle strong drink:  Which justify the wicked for reward, 
and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!  
Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame 
consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and 
their blossom shall go up as dust:  because they have cast 
away the law of the LORD of hosts, and despised the word of 
the Holy One of Israel.  Therefore is the anger of the LORD

kindled against his people, and he hath stretched forth his 
hand against them, and hath smitten them: and the hills did 
tremble, and their carcases were torn in the midst of the 
streets.  For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand 
is stretched out still. 

“And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, 
and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth:  and, be-
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of judgment.”11  It is for this reason that, in today’s First 
Lesson, Isaiah warned the Israelites:

“Therefore Sheol12 [SHEE-ohl] has enlarged its ap-
petite,

and opened its mouth beyond measure,
and the nobility of Jerusalem her multitude go down,

her throng and he who exults in her.
Man is bowed down and men are brought low,

and the eyes of the haughty are humbled.
But the LORD of hosts is exalted in justice,

and the holy God shows
himself holy in righteousness.”13

Conclusion:

So, as we continue on into this reflective and peniten-
tial time of Advent, let us always remember the reasons Our 
Lord came among us in a human body.  And He did so simp-
ly to prepare us, each one of us in his or her own turn, for our 
confrontation with those four ever-looming and inescapable 
realities:  Death, Judgement, Heaven, and Hell.

When you come to die, as die we all must, will you 
be prepared for that Judgement?  And what will be Our 
Lord’s decision in your case, will it be Heaven, or will it be 
Hell?

--oo0oo--

The Rev’d Canon John A. Hollister14

December 4, 2011.

                                                
1 An Alternative Table of Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised in 
1928), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEV-

IATIONS PROPOSED IN 1928 30 (Canterbury Press 2008); The Table of 
Lessons (The Table of 1922, As Revised In 1928), A BOOK OF COMMON 

PRAYER xxi (South Africa 1954); A Table of Lessons (authorized by the 
Episcopal Synod), THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER xix (CIPBC 1963).
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These two functions of the Son, those of giving life 
and of judging, are also two aspects of those ultimate reali-
ties that the Church traditionally refers to as “the Four Last 
Things”.  These are called that because they are the “last 
things” any of us will confront before our final fates are es-
tablished and they consist of Death, Judgement, Heaven, and 
Hell.

These Four Last Things used to be the staple mate-
rials for funeral sermons, before funerals were taken over by 
the general “feel good” out look that was such a prevalent 
feature of the late Twentieth Century.  And where we are 
now in Advent, and Advent looks forward to Christmas and 
the Incarnation, and where Christmas and that Incarnation 
occurred in order to make possible Good Friday and Easter, 
these same Four Last Things are most appropriate subjects 
for our Advent meditations.  

The Death that Christ suffered on Calvary is one in 
which each one of us will eventually share.  Each of us will 
then come to Judgement, and the result of that Judgement 
will be either Heaven, and an eternal life of bliss, or Hell, 
and an eternal life of abandonment and lonliness.

So, especially in this Advent season, it would be a 
grave mistake for us to overlook the clear teachings of Scrip-
ture upon these coming realities.  There can be no doubt 
about the reality of the coming Judgement, for we are told by 
St. Peter:  “[T]he day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 
elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and the 
works that are upon it will be burned up.”10

We know this Judgement will be accompanied by the 
resurrection of our bodies, for St. John tells us:  “[T]he hour 
is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice
and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrec-
tion of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection 
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hold, they shall come with speed swiftly:  None shall be 
weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor 
sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor the 
latchet of their shoes be broken:  Whose arrows are sharp, 
and all their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs shall be counted 
like flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind:  Their roaring 
shall be like a lion, they shall roar like young lions:  yea, 
they shall roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shall carry it 
away safe, and none shall deliver it.  And in that day they 
shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea:  and if one 
look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, and the light 
is darkened in the heavens thereof.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson:  Here beginneth the nineteenth 
Verse of the fifth Chapter of the Gospel According to St. 
John.6

“…  Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, 
but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he 
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. For the Father lo-
veth the Son, and sheweth [SHOW-eth] him all things that 
himself doeth: and he will shew [SHOW] him greater works 
than these, that ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth up 
the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will. For the Father judgeth no man, but hath 
committed all judgment unto the Son: That all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that ho-
noureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent 
him. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God: and they that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life 
in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in him-
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self; And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, 
because he is the Son of man. Marvel not at this: for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. I can of mine own 
self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; 
because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father 
which hath sent me. If I bear witness of myself, my witness 
is not true. 

“There is another that beareth witness of me; and I 
know that the witness which he witnesseth of me is true. Ye 
sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. But I re-
ceive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye 
might be saved. He was a burning and a shining light: and 
ye were willing for a season to rejoice in his light. 

“But I have greater witness than that of John: for the 
works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same 
works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent 
me. And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne 
witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, 
nor seen his shape. And ye have not his word abiding in 
you: for whom he hath sent, him ye believe not. 

“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye 
will not come to me, that ye might have life.”

Here endeth the Second Lesson.

Text:

From the Second Lesson:  “[A]s the Father raises the 
dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom 
he will.  The Father judges no one, but has given all judg-
ment to the Son…..”7  In the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
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Homily:

It is not very often in Scripture that we are given a 
glimpse into the internal division of labour among the three 
Persons of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity.  But in to-
day’s Second Lesson, we are afforded one such glimpse, 
where we are told of two things which have been delegated 
to Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Second Person 
of that same Trinity, and in which He exercises the divine 
power on behalf of the other two Persons of that Trinity.

The first of these two particular functions is that of 
giving life.  St. John states explicitly that “the Son gives life 
to whom he will.”  So when Our Lord raised Lazarus from 
the dead, or when He gave His disciples the power to raise 
others from the dead, that was an express choice by Him, 
that is, an act of His Will.

The second function that St. John identifies as having 
been confided to God the Son is that of judgement:  “The 
Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the 
Son….”  Now the sort of “judgement” to which we are here 
referring is not the sort of prudent decision-making we all 
must engage in several times every day.  Rather, it is the 
very specialized, and distinctly divine, task of allocating 
eternal fates to human beings, based upon the courses of life 
they have pursued while here on earth.

This is what Our Lord meant when He charged us, 
“Judge not, and you will not be not judged; condemn not, 
and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be 
forgiven….”8 That is, we are not to try to take upon our-
selves the making of a decision that is uniquely God’s task, 
but that by no means directs us to abandon the exercise of 
simple common sense to which we are called under the gen-
eral principle of good stewardship.9


