SERMON FOR EVENING PRAYI_:__Ri
The Eighth Sunday after Trinity"

The Rev. Warren E. Shaw, Priest-in-Charge
Lessons: "

The First Lesson: Here beginneth the twenty-fourth Verse of the
eleventh Chapter of the Proverbs."

“... There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. The liberal
soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also
himself. He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but
blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it. He that diligently
seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh mischief, it shall
come unto him. He that trusteth in his riches shall fall; but the righteous
shall flourish as a branch. He that troubleth his own house shall inherit
the wind: and the fool shall be servant to the wise of heart. The fruit of
the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise. Behold,
the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much more the wicked
and the sinner.”

Here endeth the First Lesson.

The Second Lesson: Here beginneth the fifteenth Verse of the
seventh Chapter of the Gospel According to St. Matthew."

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their
fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth
forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth
good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits
ye shall know them.

“Not every one that saith [SETH] unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven.”



Here endeth the Second Lesson.
Text:

From the Second Lesson: *“Not everyone that saith [SETH] unto
me, ‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”" In the Name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.

Homily:

The New Testament lesson for today is about false prophets. Such
people have been a problem ever since religion began. The pagans had
them. The Jews had them. The Muslims had them and still do. The
Church had them in the time of Jesus Himself, and still has them today.
They are called false prophets because they claim to speak on behalf of
God, but really speak in behalf of themselves.

You can’t tell them by the way they dress. Anybody can dress like
a shepherd, or a priest. You can’t tell them by what they say. They will
tell you whatever it is that they think you want to hear. Once they have
gained your trust, they will tell what they want you to do for them.
That’s when you can begin to recognize them.

How many television evangelists are out there pitching what they
call their ministry and living high off the contributions of desperate and
gullible people? How many clergy have taken advantage of their office
to seduce young women and young boys? How many cults have been
founded by Bible-quoting orators who lead their followers into
compounds and poison their minds against their own families?

| don’t believe that anyone here is likely to be taken in by such
people. You are too sophisticated for that. But we are all victims of
them nevertheless because they give religion a bad name and make the
work of real evangelists and real priests and real prophets difficult.

Jesus assures us in the Gospel that such people will face God’s
Judgement. But meanwhile, we have to deal with them, and the best
way to deal with them, | believe, is simply by our own good works.



“Not everyone that saith [SETH] unto me, ‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father
which is in heaven.” | don’t believe that Jesus is saying that good works
will get you into heaven. But He is saying that what people do, and not
what people say, is the window into their soul.

God Himself is willing have us see into His character by looking at
His works. The creation tells us that He is a God of order. The
deliverance of the Jews from Egypt tells us He is a God of compassion
who pities the poor and opposes all who would victimize and oppress
other people.

But there is something even more important about God that we can
perceive by observing what He has done in the person of Jesus. He has
shown that He loves us by living among us as one of us. He laid aside all
the privileges of deity to do that. No other god has ever exhibited such
humility.

In Jesus, God showed His compassion by shedding His human
blood as the price of our deliverance from the demands of justice. He
showed His willingness to share our pain by suffering pain Himself. He
showed His power over death by entering fully into its grasp and then
breaking free from it. In all these acts, God distinguished Himself from
other deities who do not love us, and who sit in splendid isolation
demanding tribute and punishing those who fail to offer it.

In the same way, we can distinguish ourselves from the false
prophets and the pseudo religions by doing what we know is right and
what reflects the character of the God we proclaim and serve. We can
distinguish ourselves as the true children of God by dealing with each
other as he has dealt with us.

We come here every week. We say the Creed. We sing the
hymns. And the world pays no attention. When we go to work, when
we go to school, when do whatever we do the rest of the week, that’s
when the world pays attention—not to what we say, but to what we do.



So Jesus says, “Let your light so shine before men that they may
see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” What a man
says really doesn’t tell you much about him. It tells you what he wants
you to think about him, but it doesn’t tell you what kind of man he really
1. In order to learn that, you have to watch what he does.

The world may be fooled for a while by what a man says. But God
Is never fooled. And so Jesus says, “Not everyone that saith [SETH]
unto me, “‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
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'““Any set of Psalms and Lessons appointed for the evening of any day may be read
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PRAYER viii (PECUSA 1928, rev. 1943).

" This sermon was originally written on the Second Lesson for Morning Prayer on
the First Sunday after Trinity, 2012.

" Psalms and Lessons for the Christian Year (1943), THE Book oF COMMON
PRAYER xxxi (PECUSA 1928, rev. 1943).

Y 'Proverbs 11:24-end (KJV).
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