CHAPTER 2: POLYMERS-PLASTICS, NYLONS and FOOD

· Many of the organic molecules that are used industrially, such as plastics, and many of the essential molecules in your body, are much larger in size.

· A polymer is a very long molecule that is made by linking together many smaller molecules called monomers.
· Polymers that can be heated and moulded into specific shapes and forms are commonly known as plastics.
· All plastics are synthetic polymers.

· This type of polymer is extremely useful and valuable.

· Polymers form by two of the reactions you have already studied:  addition reactions and condensation reactions.
· The name polymer is usually written with the prefix poly before the name of the monomer.

· Often the common name of the monomer is used, rather than the IUPAC name.  (ie. Ethane( ethylene,  therefore the name used is polyethylene)

· Addition polymerization is a reaction in which monomers with double bonds are joined together through multiple addition reactions to form a polymer.

You will be responsible for covering the other topics in this chapter involving polymers.

Read pages 100- 107

Make your notes.  Make sure to include important reactions.

