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15 months on, yet no notification

SAMGEETA Johal
Chandigarh, July 18

I'T 15 not that people, including
those who consume tobaceo, aTe U
aware phout the harmfil effects of
tobaces. According to a recent sur-
vey conducted In the city by Burn-
{ng Brain Society (BBES), &5 a part of
World Health Organisation's proj-
ect, arcund B84 per cent of the re-
gpendenis strongly believed that to-
bacco onuses death and over 97 per
cont of the respondents gald they
wionld 1ike it if thoir loved ones did
ot cofsime tobReeo,
- Government's claims of complete
bamof tobaccosale to children were
also coniradicted, when aboul B0
per cent of people sald they have
seen children buying or
tobacco products. About 79 per
of the I strongly be-

Survey: 89 pc unaware about anti-tobacco laws

%,Amwmmﬁuﬁ?{mM
ple expressed com| Enorance
about the antitobacco laws and
anly 28 per cent had some ldoa
about the rights of a non-smoker
However, mround 56 per cent
claimed that they had protested
smoking in pubiic area and 78 par
cent said they do not-allow anyons
to smoke in their house, office or in
frant of the-children, but 21 per cent

unhmbmmdenuﬂdﬂnmm
ot relation of the person

elding factor,

The

was conducted main-

the de- 1y to find the awareness level of the
residents of Chandigarh

and

%

Panchkula regiarding antl1obacco
laws, thelr concern about the besue
and their attitude towards the to-
bacco menace. RS chalrperson He-
mant Ramtirth Goswami said, " The
poor awarensss level about anti-o-
bacco laws 18 a result of apathetic
attitude of the senior UT Adminds:
tration officials, who fafled to bring
out even the requisite notification
about the people smpowered to act
under the law"
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Smokers beware! Admn

notifies Anti-Tobacco Act

SANGEETA Johal
Chandigarh, July 21

FINALLY, THE UT Admin-
istration today notified the
Anti-Tobacco Act, 2003,
with immediate effect. It
has empowered few offi-
cers to act under this law.

This lull of 15 months
over the notification ended
today, which was otherwise
supposed to come into
force from May 1, 2004.

According to the law,
smoking in the public
places could invite a fine of
Rs 200. Besides this, there
is a caution for the tobacco
shopkeepers, too, as selling
of tobacco products to mi-
nors or within the radius
of 100 yards of the educa-
tional institutes will invite
a fine of Rs 200 for each in-
stance. .

In a notification issued
by the UT Home Secretary
Krishna Mohan, all the po-
lice officers, not below the
rank of su{: inspector in
UT, and all the food inspec-
tors and drug inspectors of
the Health Department,
Chandigarh, can initiate
action against the viola-
tors of Anti-Tobacco Act,
2003.

Expressing his jubila-
tion over the notification,
Hemant Goswami, chair-
person of Burning Brain
Society (BBS) said, “It is
important that the delay of
15 months in notifyving the
relevant provisions of the

Award not to have Red & White name

'HT Live Correspondent

Chandigarh, July 21

IN RESPONSE to a PIL filed by the Burning Brain
Society (BBS), tobacco company Godfrey Phillips In-
dia Ltd, today declared in the High Court through an
affidavit that it shall be dropping the name of the
cigarette brand “Red & White” from its award
functions.

As per the press statement given by petitioner, He-
mant Goswami, Chairperson BBS, the PIL was filed
on February 2005 asking the Punjab and Haryana
High Court to restrain the tobacco companies from
using their brand names for indirect advertisement
and for proper enforcement of anti-tobacco
legislation.

Regarding the involvement of the officers who at-
tended the function as judge, Dr C.F. Bansal, Direc-
tor Health Services, Chandigarh, through an affi-
davit said that at this stage it would not be correct to
comment as to the violation of the provision of the
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act, 2003, as
it is yet to be examined by the officers who would be
authorised by the notification.

During the hearing, the petitioner also objected to
the still functional website in the name of their cig-
arette brands. The court asked the counsel of the to-
bacco company to make sure that the website is
made non-operational.

It may be mentioned during the recently held Red
and White Bravery Awards at Hotel Mountview in
January 2005, BBS strongly protested against it and
asked the government officials not to participate in
such kind of functions sponsored by cigarette com-
panies as this gives them legitimacy.

act is now covered and the
provisions of the
Anti-Smoking Act immedi-
ately enforced with full
zeal.”

It may be mentioned that
the Punjab government
has already notified the
said Act on November-30,
2004,
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| istrate (central).

Times News Network

Chandigarh: UT Adminis-
tration submitted an affi-
davit in the high court that
the notification empowering
the officers to act under the
cigarettes and other tobacco
products Aet 2003 has been
brought out on Thursday.
As a result of this notifi-
cation, now people smoking
in public, shopkeepers sell-
ing tobacco products to mi-
nors shall be fined Rs 200
each time they do

' NO ‘RED AND WHITE’

Brain Burning Society has also
filed a PIL asking the Punjab
and Haryana High Court to stop
using the name “Red and
White” in the Red and White
bravery award to promote its
product. The Godfrey Phillips In-
dia Ltd, on Thursday, also filed
an affidavit saying that it would
drop the name of the cigarette
brand from its award.

s0. The officer hav-
ing the powers to
compound the of-
fence shall be the |
sub divisional mag-

The notification

tion 4 and 6 of the
cigarette and other
tobacco products
Act. Also, officers
of the rank of sub-
inspector in police,
food inspectors

was supposed to
come into effect on May 1
2004. Burning Brain Society
had filed a PIL asking the
Punjab and Haryana High

| Court to restrain from indi-
i rect form of advertisement
| and proper implementation

of the tobacco Act.

The UT Administration
also declared through an af-
fidavit that it had issued a

| notification authorising in-

spectors holding the charge
to act under Sec-

S sl

and drug inspec-
tors have been empowered
to act under the Act.
Hemant Goswami, chair-
person of the Brain Burn-
ing Society said: “Merely
notifying the Act is not
enough though it is of great
significance. It is important
that the delay of 15 months
in notifyving the relevant
provisions of the act is now
covered and the provisions
of the anti-smoking Act are
immediately enforced.”
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Smoking in public?

Pay Rs 200 as fine

UT Notification On Tobacco Act
Comes Into Effect

- Smoking fine in
lace 4
E‘[ Administration submit-
~ ted an affidavit in the high
~ court that the notification
~ empowering the officers to
ﬁ!. act under the cigarettes and
~ other tobacco products Act
2003 has been brought out
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~ onThursday. As a resuit of

this notification, now people
smoking in public, shop-

K keepers selling tobacco t
' ',Ii products to minors shall be 1.
|1| ﬂ

ned Rs 200 each time they
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Smoking ban gets teeth

NoﬂﬂmﬂonunCagarettwandomerTobacco ProduﬂsActmued

told the HC that it has issued a
under Sections 4 and 6 of the linn 28 would be of the Sub
Act. Under the Act, smoking  Divisional Magistrate (Cen-
i isbanned at publicplacesand  tral) level, All officers above
to minorswouldbe  p
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‘The compounding officer




