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When faced with Nazi Germany’s military advances, the U.S. government decided that the best weapon against them was a person, not a bomb.
With this in mind, Steve Rogers volunteered for @ covert military experiment that turned him into Captain America. After a fow years of exemplary
service, (aptain America fell in battie- his body wasn’t recovered.

Years passed and Captain America was found frozen in suspended animation. When he awoke, he was convinced to join lron Man, The Wasp, Giant
Man, Black Widow, Hawkeye, and Thor in forming the superhuman defense initiative run by Nick Eury, called The Ultimates.

The Ultimates have had two decisive batties since Nick Eury brought them together. The first was when they saved New York City from the
rampaging monstes known as The Hulk. What the world at large doesn't know is that The Hulk is really Bruce Banner, @ scientist who was working
on the superhuman defense initiative.

The second battie The Ultimates won was against an urmr of shape-shifting aliens bent on destroying the world and killing all humankind. These
two victories made The Ultimates the biggest celebrities the world has ever known.

It has just been leaked that Bruce Banner is the Hulk.
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No, the pressure’s
perfect, Happy
Everything's perfect.
This suit feels a

thousand tir

I think
Iron Man
just showe



er Stark? This Fessor
James Braddock from the European W .
Super-Soldier Ini ive. On behalf p Sl Take it easy, Professor.
of my colleagues and I, I'd just like " [ | I've got twenty-th)
to thank you for helping out on _ . : offices in the European
such short notice. . a7 d Union, so the concept of
¥ i Ty f red tape isn't exactly
I'moniysorry I ] \ alien ta me.
can't introduce you -
to these soldiers
we've been enhancing,
but until you sign the
appropriate non-
disclosure

iys, I'm gaing to try 1
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Satellite primed,
Tony. Power boost
should be hitting
your battery in
T-minus fifteen...

Hold on, boys. Grab
holdo?-somethinq
steady.

Would
you look at
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The New York headquartars of The
Ultimates, S.HLELD.'s United States
superhuman (eSponse unit.

Okay, we've all heard the rumors,
Nick. What's happening with this Hulk
situation? Is it true you've )
lost your job?

Not yet, but
[ ow EAar o

It's one thing lying to the American
public, but the Presi t don't take

~~ Ican't believe |
Y’ S.H.I.E.L.P. made such a
hash of this. I thought
national security was your
particular field of
interest.




innocent peoplein
downtown New York.
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Listen, I don't mean to sound I think we all
| cold, but shouldn't our top priority ) know where this
2 be the security breach? ( |eak sprung from,
e g Hawkeue.

you talking about-
You think Thor did this
and you're just gonna

let him get away
'}'v"th 't"

can do to prove
it right now, but
with all the trouble
he's been causinc
lately I'd say
apretty educe
guess, Cap.

Like I said, the Thor situation's
a lot more complex than you
people realize. S.H.I.E.L.P.'s
been conducting a two-year
investigation into this
crank and any )
move is gonna upset
the apple cart.

3 I say this
especially for
your benefit,

who goes
Iooﬁin:;’?'or a

fight ?
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ey, where d'you
you're going,
man? Full house!

--Isaid I love that piece in your
boc bout America thinking it's
; man Empire, but why

pped mentioning

oubt they even
let him into the
meetings.
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This supposed to be
intimidating, jackass?®
Two hundred fellas with

long hair that haven't

seen a bathin
months?

Besides, I'm the most vocal
opponent of the death penalty
in this country. Po you really
think I'd just hand over Banner
to your cowboy president
for a public lynching?

Word of advice,

Captain America--I'm not Hank
Pym. There are some people out
there bigger than Giant Man, you
know. We don't all crumble at the
sight of some clown in a flag.

And as far as your accusations go, I've
been in the Triskelion three times in my life:
Once to see Fury, once to have breakfast

with Tony and once for that charity
thing we did last Ch

I canbarely
do my e-mail,
never mind hack
into classified

S.H.ILE.L.DP.
files...

Just watch your step, Goldilocks.
You've had access to a lot of privileged
information these last eighteen
months and if you do anything
to compromise this country's
security...
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Hey! What
the hell are
you doing?®




Are
you okay,
Rogers?




Kind of
relieved, to

I've been living
in limbo.for the last

eighteen months,
: ier. Locked

up like arat in a cage, no
contact with the outside
world. Pid you hear I'm
not even allowed o
_ watch TV anymore?

In case I catch something

on the news that ups J
gers

adrenal system and trlq
ff another Hulk P[) isode.

How are
you feeling,
b Bruce?

Well, you're not missing much:
afternoon talk shows and
late-night political slots
where people debate the

merits of Killing you by
electric chair and killing
you bu lethal
injection.

7 You do realize
you're going to be
executed for this,

don't you? Politically,

there's really no
alternative when the
fatalities are in
triple-figures
like this.

I've Known l

since the minute
they locked me up,
Professor. It was
always pretty
obvious I wasn't |
getting out of "

B there alive..



Where /s this place? Where
5 : 1 & . are we? Ican taste salt water
kinda f:beratfng r > , on the air, but there's also the
about not being in c i e e smell of someone barbecuing
that no-man’s- | S ) steaks on acharcoal grill. Are
land anymore. _ \ ' ") (Bt 5 el ' tanding in a confused
y ' by memory here?

Yeah, it seems to be a kinda cr
between the time my mom and
dad took me up to Kennebunkport

and the time I spe
at my cous
F?unnemede, New Jerseu.

I used to love going
down there and staying with
Jenny. The fact she was five years
youndger than me meant she didn't
realize what an idiot I was uet.

Nah, as nice
asitisinmy
pre-frontal gyrus

and face the music,
huh? Hank Pum's
supposed to be
dropping by to see
me at
anywauy.

I've just been told
our time is up, Bruce.

Po you want to stay here
until I come back tomorrow?
General Fury doesn't seem
to have any objections.

Whatever makes this easier,
young man. I'll be back tomorrow,
F > ime, same place.

You Know my psychic distress
code if that monster gives
you any trouble in the
meantime.




L
4
=
Q
Lip]

‘A
)




They want a
capegoat,
A peculiar
= rait where
satisfaction
taken from

cott here
couldn't open

E Ut K
anyone inh




So how does it
feel knowing
you're going to
be a big TV

More's the pity. Are these the
cameras they've installed
courtroom appearance
it's weird seeing th
in real life.

That P.A. they've
got's really something,
man. You know he refuses

to answer questions
The Hulk to anyone? He

just keeps saying "Poctor

Banner'over and
\ over again.

%

This trial's being broadcast in
ninety countries and a hundred
and fifty languages, Bruce. TV
Guide says you'll be bigger
than Oprah.

Only difference
is she doesn't get
executed at the

eople's minds.

Just doing his job,

Hank. Can't blame
a quy for that.

No, just realis
hundreds of p
there and the

going to die &
all this. All Iwant todo
now is tie up the loos
ends before I go




Which reminds me, I told Fury Ireally
wanted you to get all these new super-
soldier designs I'd been putting
. together.

|~
Pon't worry
about giving me
a credit or anything
when they publish the

{ thought you
loved this

) £
P Wh? T \-3 7 (<

No way. They
wouldn't be building
everybody up like this
if they were just going
to replace them with
regular Army
grunts...

Look who theu're
phasing out.

g
s

Pon't talk like that. You don't
know for sure how this is all
going to pan out and, besides,
didn't you hear? I'm gone at
the end of the month
anyway.

Ido, but they don't
exactly love me back.
They're saying it's
because they can't
risk any more unstable
personalites, but
there's definitely
something else
going on here.

I think we all got used to making
this terrifying military force they
put together seem nice and
friendly for a while.

Yknow, plaubouy
billionaires and eccentric
geniuses to pave the wauy

for all the big, crazy soldiers
they're going to have in these
costumes by the end of the year?

Look who they're bringing in, man;
Hawkeye, Widow, all those weirdos and

sychopaths from the Black Ops units
like Scarlet Witch and Quicksilver.

Look who
they're
phasing
out.




TO BE CONTINUED...



