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Stark|Defense (orporation Headquarters
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WRITER PENCICER - INKER- - COLORS ~ LETTERS

Nick Ril Jop Dan
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EDITOR ~ SENIOR EDITOR - EDITOR IN CHIEE ~ PUBLISHER

welcome to Stark
A [Petense Corp.

I'm Howard

Stark.
on TV something to
you looked show me?

taller. T've

been losing
height.
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That blue stufF--it
can do this to metal,

and It doesn't hurt
his skin®

Not for the
tFirst fiFteen
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" Not even a

1 bruise. What. is

=0 wash
that ort berore
it eats too much | = |
of your skKin. v So that

blue paste--
it's alive?
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Bactenria.
They live on
the surface
of the skKin.

gating
sKin cells™

when theu're }
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Here's what
happens when
something hits
W
' They spread the
| shock of impact
outward. The guy still
flies across the room,
but it's as if the bat
were a big soft hand
pushing him. -

\\\\Y

N Our bacterium
has a parasite. Those

L‘ Ht_tle ql-::-hule;:._ are like
01 i piranha, only instead |

| Ot flesh, they eat
That still metal.

Il doesn't explain
this.

oy Lt —_ | Not gold.
— - But any metal
‘ s that can

a* oxidize.
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stop a bullet.
Moving too
fast.

SO you've
reinvented
\ ‘ e armor.
Still
have a few
problems.

And after
about three
hours, it eats
away all your
sKin.

SO if you're attacked
A With ice picks and baseball
bats...

You're
invuinerable.
As long as you
have soap and
water close
bu.

oes with
everything.
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wWell, thanks for a lovely
field trip. But I can't see
how this has anuthing to
do with me. I work with
human genetics.

i+ the skin under
the bacterial armor
were constantiy
regenerating itself,
then you could wear
it all day.

You could
wear it
forever.

Specifically,
Jou work with
regeneration.

Regrowing lost
body parts.

SO you
see why we
need you.

I you don't .

give me my hand
back, in only thirty
years 1 can grow
da new one. SO you

haven't solved
JOour problems,
either®
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You need
somebody. 1
already have

a job.

Here's your
budget. Here's
your salaru.

the best.
Youre It.

Stark Pefense Corporation
stock falling four points on the
announcement of a new drive

toward creating biotech personal
body armor, a project viewed as
a drain down which Howard Stark
plans to flush stocknolders’
monewy.
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\

N\ 14 ~A A ——— N .
lu )::{?Z?- NSV - I\l Imagine--Loni Stark having lunch with her
[ f .r","': |
Rl N AL H|

N ey “ . : ; S Rl
. :‘;;.;“” :\\ ¢ nusband's arch-rival, Zebediah Stane, and
=~ ) not a single paparazzo snapping

our picture.

Idon't let
paparazzi take
my picture.

-:eiebraﬁ:.inq

=y

\ something?

HOw do you
Keep paparazzi

from shooting .
your i )

/
i

."?hg N T'm s :'_ '. I'm surprised
you're such ] celebrating i that tidbit hasn't
\_ aJoker. mu divorce. / | i hit the tabloids.
Am I? ) - | :

You're the
8| first person :
N\ I've told. I hope that :
g i doesn't make |}
| J”", me your best

girifriend.
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I married Howard ror nis ' \ I divorce Howard. 1 You Iflaue tfh.E
money. But he doesn't do T get half of his stock. Kind of ambition
N anything with it. N Add that to your Howard lacks.

¥ He makes ¥ rTATRr = stock, and ...
| ?_* munitions. ol P And suddenly
® He makes biotech | " | you'll discover
armor that doesn't = W= that you're in
work, and it's killing _ L [ . - love with me.
the value of his - - '

We take his
company and all
his patents right
out from under
- him.

s

I think
that makes you § o,
\. a snake, and '

. me a... —
= Another '

R snake. e g
e I I Nl
L
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ETT1 T 1L 18
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one more e
g meeting, and the You're giving
settiement will ner too much.
be complete. You should

She gets half my stock,
the old house, some cars.
It's paper, a building,
some machines.

I'm married to
the most beautiful, |
Kind, and intelligent who got rich
woman in the world. making weapons

Who won= of war, you're
\ Very peaceful.

She's cheating
you somehow!

Cheating?®
You don't Know
Loni like I do. You
can't cheat unless
you believe that

1 1S _ there are
. s
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Hi, Poctor
Maria. Welcome

Jimmu's full of |
' morphine.

Nothing
else would
i step himfrom
| -:reamm:;l
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’---‘
Come on,

Maria what's

’
P

only making his

cells capable of

new growth, like -
the cells of an

i
F

The virus is ' ’ Jimmuy, tell
iI-
-

¢
I -
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Yoctor
Maria,
are you ali

It's earlier than we
planned, but instead
of setting the arm,

we'll see if
his arm grows
back. Maybe

the virus

It can't be
the virus. It
does r'lt WOork
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You've been
married three
months. . Could you be
pregnant-

if I thought there
was any chance 1 was .

pregnant, I would 1 think we need
never have come into a redesign of these J

idn't want to I can't be
Know what uyou had pregnant. /A
tor breakfast.
g Can't? Or find
I didn't eat f - | B It inconvenient

breakfast. I woke - L, " tobe?

Up nauseated. 4 Shouldn't w :

Soonda have come to
it work todauy.
like morning :
sicKkness to

me.
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It can oniy be
spread through the
blood. I could Kiss her
and I wouldn't catch Iit.
I've got everything
we Know about the
VIrus here.

‘ _-rl f .
The virus was B o / 8 |
dE-:—t-iquE'.d +or mDHHELjE-. — b

Who knows what it will JS : -
B do to humans? Ve, | I I —

I deserve | : =

whatever it
does to me. But
the baby®? '

|I . . - .'_ ; S
Ry ihdekribpn Ly i
up to me...we can & - r g
- " f .:'r""' j

have other = | \__-?;;
babies. i ..

it I lost you,
I'd never find
Jou again.
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I'm sorruy,
Howard. You have to
sign these papers to
make the settlement

with Loni final.

Stane (orporation) =
HEHIIIllIiI’tEI’S = == you bring me

that wedding
present”?

BN ENAN T

-

control of
Stark Perfense
corporation...

A

. - *1 I . i

| —

(
g |
— N

‘h.

I
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take anything
for the pain. She's
atraid it will harm
the babuy. :

The brain regenerates

| - constantiy. New nerve nappening to
Ul;?f;ﬁf;l?;% Lissue growing everywnere. LJI_'II:JE.ﬁrat:Ie
ho EE {:Tn Timmi :;I;:;:E ; \ His brain is growing too big pain...random
P VIV TG Ny b for his skull. And he's in == brain growth...

we have to Keep him s — severe mental
sedated. Because it had constant pain. - pathologies.

an unexpected etrect
on his brain.

You wanted
the truth, Mr.
Stark. By the
time she dies,

she'll be...
graterul.
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Let us give
you something
tor the pain.

As long as
1 can believe
our baby...will

arrects embruyonic
tissue diferentu.
The baby's brain won't
outgrow his skull.
He'll... 100K normal.

‘Unditferentiated neural
tissue will grow all through
his body. As if his whole body
Is brain. Greater mental
capacity. Quicker. Like no
human in history."
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Any baby of ours You didn't need
was going to be togo to all this
pretty smart extra trouble.

Lry any more
comic relier.

Nothing. I'm
sorry. L...tell
me about the

babuy.

Howard. Let =
my baby have
Aa e,
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No pain. I've been hitting

myself with hammers, putting
my hands in candle flames,
nothing hurts.

HOW
long this

Lime~

A week. Oniy
the outer lauyer
of skin is eaten

regenerated J
oniy a little i
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i HC}deH
H anything, nobody Y

take anything,
nobody destrou
anuthing! Got
It?

As majority stockholder and new
chairman of the board, I hereby take
possession of all the facilities of
Stark Pefense Corporation,
including all patents.

It isn't like you to
let down your guard
liKe this, Howard.

As of now, the

Y biotech armor project

Is discontinued. This

room will be locked

and all its contents
destrouyed.
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k
It's the

hospital. Your
wife just

._ | i To be l:nntinul!.. : \
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Welcome to the first issue of Ultimate Iron

Man! | hope you had as much fun reading

the first issue as we had making it. Most

of you reading this probably know who all

the people on the creative team are, but

ilust In case, let me give you a quick run-
own.

-ORSON SCOTT CARD is one of biggest
writers in science fiction today. Ever since
he blazed on the scene with his ground-
breaking novel Ender’s Game (if you
haven't read it, RUN TO THE NEAREST
BOOKSTORE AND PICK IT UP) he has been
a literary force to be reckoned with. With
huge amounts of critical success (he's won
podles of awards like the Hugo and Nebula
awards) and popular success (he's been a
regular staple on The New York Times best-
seller list almost every time he puts out a
book), he makes everyone else feel inade-
quate. Now he brings his vision to the Ulti-
mate Universe and we couldn’t be happier.

-ANDY KUBERT can draw anything and it all
looks really cool. From X-Men to Ka-Zar to
Captain America to Origin to 1602 to Ulti-
mate X-Men and all kinds of craziness in
between, Andy has proven this fact. Com-
ing out of a comic-book family (his dad is
legend Joe Kubert and his brother is Ulti-
mate FF artist Adam Kubert), Andy has
made an indelible mark all his own on the
comic-book industry.

-DANNY MIKI is unbelievable. He can ink
anything in any style (just look at his work
with Joe Quesada on Daredevil Father,
David Finch on New Avengers, or Salvador
Larocca on X-Men to see that) and | was
lucky to get him on this project. Danny is at
the top of his game and still gets better and
better with every page.

-RICHARD ISANOVE is the master. Heis a
pioneer who constantly innovates comic-
hook coloring with everything he does.
From the digital painting he does (like on
the cover) to conventional interior coloring
(which is anything BUT conventional when
he does it) there is nothing that Richard
can't do. |thank God everyday that he lost
our bet and is therefore coloring this book.

-CHRIS ELIOPOULOS must not sleep.
There is no way that anyone could letter as
many books as he letters and do it as well
as he does. He has saved the lives of more
editors than | care to think about. And he’s
a really good cook, too.

There you have it. Thatis the creative team
that produced the comic you hold in your
hands and is feverishly working on the next
Issue. “Next issue,” you ask? "How can
there be a next issue when the mother of
the unborn baby who is to hecome Iron Man
is dead," you ask? You will have to wait
and see. All | can say is it is awesome.

Best,

Nick

Nick Lowe
Editor

ULTIMATE IRON MAN c/o MARVEL COMICS
10 EAST 40th, NEW YORK, NY 10016

If you dont want your name and address printed, please
let us know. Letters may be edited for content and length.

Ultimate Iron Man #2

Joe Quesada
Chief

E-MAIL:
ULTIMATEOFFICE®

MARVEL.COM

MARK E-MAIL
"OKAY TO PRINT"

by Andy Kubert & Richard Isanove

Ultimale Iron Man No. 1. May, 2005.

i 1 il = :
Published Miniseneas B

monthlky in May by MARVEL :;ﬂr-.’.t“i
a division of MARVEL ENTERTAIN-
MENT GROUP, INC. OFFICE OF PUB
LIGATION: 10 East 40th Street, New
NY 10016 2005 Marvel Char-
WCters. Inc. All nghts resarnved
-haracters featured in this issue and

-.II. . _F

g newsstand: Lanadiar
Agreament #40668537. Printed in
GCanada. AV ARAD. Chig! Creative
Officer: ALAN FINE. President & CED
U Toy Biz and Marvel Publishing
DAN CARR. Director of Pr

ELAINE CALLENDER

Manufacturing; DAVID BOGART, M

NEXT ISSUE:

Discover

the Fate of
Iron Man!
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