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felif cn DIGHT( TTHOR

L | NORNKEEP, THE FORTRESS CARVED FROM
THE LINING ROCK OF THE EARTH, HOME OF
KAENILLA, THE NORN QUEEHN.,

HERE SHE KEEPS HER
ANCIENT COURT AND HERE
SHE GOVERNS HER
DANGEROUS REALM.

AL AND IT 15 TO THESE GATES
: b WHERE NO LIVING MAN

WOULD DARE TO NENTURE
THAT THE WOLF HAS COME
AT LAST.

FOR THOUGH DANGEROUS IS
THE REALM, STILL MORE':
DANGEROUS' 1§ THE WOLF
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I
N Ty WHATZ LOOK

STAY BACK,You
FOOLS.! DO YOU

HINDER HIM ON
PERIL OF YOUR

GAVE NO ORDER ‘*OMDLEFZ-' A | NOT RECOGNIZE LIFE/! HE

THAT THE
PORTCULLIS
SHOULD BE

SANE NYOUR
SPELLS, O
QUEEN, FOR
THEY WOULD
AVAIL YOou
NAUGHT.

THE CHILDREN
OF ODIN TRAVEL
UNDER HIS PRO-
TECTION AND ARE
SENT TO SUMMOMN
THOSE THE ALL-
FATHER WISHES

TO ASGARD.

HIMZ T ] COMES AS A
ey MESSENGER
FROM AS-

GARD/

HOW DARE YOU ENTER
THIS THRONE ROOMT
DEPART LEST I SUMMON
THE HOSTS OF HEL TO PRAG
YOU DOWN TQ DOOM!

AND THOUGH T
HOPED TO LO‘SE M\{*SELF
FOREVER, T CANNOT
DISOBEY MY LIEGE.

FAITHFUL GERI,
I WILL COME WITH
Yyou.




MEANWHILE, IN THE DARKENED THRONE ROOM OF ODIN'S GREAT HALL, THE RULER OF NORSE GODS
SITS AMID THE SILENCE...

NYOU CARRY A
TERRIBLE BUR-
DEN, ODIN. WILL

{ WHO STANMDS BEFORE

ME IN THE SHADOWSZ
COME FORTH, THAT T
MAYN SEE THEE
PLAINLY,

LONG HAME AH, FRIGGA WY DEAR-
EST WIFE, YOU ARE
AS LOVELY NOW AS

WHEN WE FIRST MET.
TO SEE You

ONLY DELIGHTS
ME.

v\ .

4

YOUR WIFE
FRIGGA IT (S
WHO HAS COME

— AT, IS
\ g
B TO GREET HER A ey
HUGBA
'|'r.'_'

o
(Y

T WILL SHARE
MY TROUBLES WITH
You. THOUGH I
FEAR RATHER THAN
EASING MN BURDEN,
IT WILL ONLY DARKEN
YOUR RADIANT
VISION,

FEAR NOT,
HUSBAND, MY
CANDLE IS NOT
50 EASILY
DIMMED.

I HAJE
SUMMONED BALDER
HOME TO ASGARD.

FOR HE AND ONLY HE

MEY ACCOMPLISH

WHAT MUST BE
DONE.

AND HET, WHEN ALL g™

1S FINSHED, HE mAY é

NEVER FORGINE ME FOR 3
WHAT T AM ABOUT TO DO. MEZE——NSS




“WHEN T F?ETSEEJ#:ED FEOM Ml%C-:AF?EJ%‘STEﬁé ) £ P T TRl
EVE, I FOUN IMDALL, GUARD| € T . .
! rPR R AT Ml “AND THERE I FOUND “OF MY OTHER
RAINBOW BRIDGE, AWAITING ME ANXIOUSLY. MUNINN, MY RAVEN, RAVEN, HUGINN,
SORELY HURT, HEIMDALL THERE WAS NO
HAD RESCUED HIM
WHILE T WAS GONE
AND KEPT HIM FOR
MY RETURN.

“T SENT HEIM-
DALL BACK TO
Al His POST AND
fl sPOKE WiTH
d AUNINN,

“FOR I HAD SENT MY
RANENS ON A MISSION TO
PENETRATE THE BURNING
GALAXY AND FERRET OUT
ITS SECRET. -

.-'“.

"QUICKLY, HE

TOOK ME TO HIS

HOME BESIDE THE
A\l BRIDGE.

—a @

I HAD GINEN THEM
GREAT SIZE AND
STRENGTH TO DO <$0.

- ' 7 = “HIS MAGI
YAND NOW ONLY " WA% ‘SPEM%
MUNINN | iR _ HIS VOICE

| RETURNED ] { i NEARLY GONE.

“WE SPOKE FOR
A LONG TIME,
| HEAND T...

NOW, FOR ALL OUR SAKES, T MUST SEND ! THE DANGER 1S
; . LOYAL BALDER INTO THE LION'S DEN FOR ONLY EVEN GREATER
sTHEN T B ' M, SO CAN THE FATES BE ANERTED AND ALL THAT i ' THAN T
BROUGHT i\ . WE HAVE DONE BE SANED.
MUNINN v
HOME.




MY LIEGE, I HANE RETURNED = HOW WELL T KNOW
TO ASGARD AT YOUR BIDDING. ] MY LORD! you IT. AND NET, IN THIS
HOW MAY T SERVE YOU<T # 3 TWPEUIé%g?ég Pﬂgg‘;ﬂl} MATTER, AN BRAME,
e : &LE "?éAN DEATHY? ONLY YOU WILL DO.
o PPED ME IN
EASILY, BRANE HEL WITH THE L&~
GIONS OF THE
DEAD TILL T ES-
CAPEDZ WHO DE-
SPISES ME WITH A
RANCOR MATCHED
ONLY BY HIS HATRED
OF THOR HIMSELFZ!

ﬁf” IMPORTANCE
7 OF THIS
MISSION 1S
BEYOND

E ONE WHOM YOU ™ T0.., L TELLING...
EEK THAT (S THE : .
REATEST DANGER.

...AND THOUGH HE

DESPIKES YOU, BEVEN

LOK| KNOWS THAT THE

WORD OF BALDER 15

THE VERY MEASURE
OF TRUTH.

NERY
WELL, LORD
OPIN. T WILL
UNDERTAKE THIS
AMBASSADOR-
SHIP. .
BUT ONM ONE
CONDITION. T NO
LONGER HANE THE
STOMACH FOR KILLING AND \
HAE FORSWORN ALL VIOLENCE., |
I WILL NOT RAISE A /
SWORD NOR KILL A
SOUL, NOT EVEN
FOR ASGARD.

ARE MATTERS I/ TAKE THK LETTER. uo%zesétgg% ™

BRAVE BALDER, OF (LY c‘;“Eﬁ‘%}}“}“&t‘%’?‘Ep. ' / KNOW OF THIS

INGIVIDUAL CON~ g GRS TR QTEE BUSINESS .
PERSUADED TO JOIN '




MEANWHILE, IN BaY RIDGE, BROOKLYN, IN ATHIRD FLOOR I DIDN'T I KNEW
APARTMENT, WE FIND THOR (IN Hi& CIVILIAN IDENTITY) REALIZE T IT WOoULD
ENTERTAINING LORELE! (IN HER CNILIAN IDENTITY ). \jrwa% SO BE.

HE DOESN'T KNOW
WHO SHE 15 SHE
KNOWS EXACTLY
WHO HE 15/

LIMMMMA.,
THAT DOES
INDEED FEEL

WHY, WHEN T'™
THROUGH, YOoU'LL
WOMNDER WHERE

THS 15 I'VE BEEN ALL
GOING TO NYOUR LIFE.
RELAX
~“OU LIKE
NOTHING

ELSE EVER
HAS.

SIGURDS




AND AFTER
ALL THE TROUBLE
T WENT TO 1O

BREW THE
ENCHANTED

A FEW
SIPS AND HE
WOULD HAVE
BEEN MINE
FOREVER /

IT 1S FUNNY,
THOUGH. AFTER
ALL, I FELL
ASLEEP ON HIM
THE FIRST TIME

AND THIS
WON'T BE THE




MEANWHILE, FAR BEYOND
THE GREEN FIELDS OF
ASGARD...

NEARLY AT AN
END. BEYOND
THE FAR
MOUNTAINS
LIES T\{E

AND SUDDENLY, FROM THE
HILLS "ON EITHER SIDE OF
THE TRAIL, A THUNDEROLKS
ROAR 15 HEARD AS THE
MOUNTAINSIDES BEGIN
TO TREMBLE.

END OF THE

LANDSLIDE'S

TREACHEROUS
REALM/

FORWARD, FOR IF THE
NOBLE sSILNER- LEGENDS ARE
HOOF, AND TRUE, NOW THE
GALLOP AS
THE WIND/

THE LINING LAND-
SLIDE! THE DEADLY
BOULDERS THAT CAN
%rzuzz\m% &’u:e ouTt

PASSERBY, BE HE

MORTAL OR

" THE ROCKS
OVERTAKE US
R M

AND OU ISSION
gl MUST NOT FAIL/

UF, NOBLE STEED!
AND LEAP FOR YOUR
LIFE! THE BOULDERS

ARE UPON US/




\g%L OONE SIWEE‘-
THIS ‘rALU% ":‘LOPE THE
FOWER OF THE Li\.“NG
LANDSLIDE CEASES/

THOUGH T AM BUT
A SHADOW OF MY
FORMER SELF, STILL
I AM A SON OF
ASGARD AND
WILL NOT BE
DENIED/

NET SLACK
NOT YOUR PACE.
FOR ENEN NOW
WE MUST PLUNGE
FULL FORCE -

mees ANO UNEQ
LURE THE UNWAR
WITH THEIR PLEASANT
SCENT AND THEN
ENFOLD THEM IN
DEA

LORD ODIN 15
TOO VITAL TO
LET SUCH
ANCIENT ENIL
\ PREVENT OUR
PASSAGE.

UNTIL THE VINES
ARE GROWN AGAIN,
THERE WILL BE SAFE
PASSAGE THROUGH
THAT 0%2:16620%

BUT NOW, THE
MOST HAZARDOUS

PERIL OF ALL AWAITS
FOR BEFORE U5
LIE THE u—::Ae»ue:—s OF
E DEADLY

Dl:-':sE::zT

wHEEE THE g S = — -
SANDSTO - = NN ma———
I WILL COVER P\ \\ =,
RAGE GOSTANTLY = HEAD WITH MY =——

AND PRECIOUS

WATER CANNOT é;g
BE FOLUND. 6
= \/5?2;‘ ‘é?*; Y &
Lot
— :
= -

———

THY

OWN CLOAK AND BE
THINE EYES,
SILVERHOOF,

SRR /
- - OVER US THAT WE
- MAY NOT FALL INTO
THE DEADLY PITFALLS
OF THE REGION. 4 =

— ———

——
e -




THE HOURS DRAG BY AS BALDER FOR THESE

AND Higs MOUNT SLOWLY FIGHT DPrRAGON HEADS

THEIR WAY INCH BY INCH ACROSS MARK THE BEGIN-

THE TREACHEROUS SANDS UN- NING OF THE TRAIL

TIL AT LAST... THAT LEADS TO THE
END OF OUR
JOURNEY,

THERE! BEFORE a'{{’
ME IN THE RAGING

STORM! 15 THAT A
SHADOW THAT T
SEE OR ONLY

OF THE DUST
AND WIND=Z

PRAISE ODIN/
THE WIND ABATES
AND T SEE THAT WE
HAVE AT LAST
REACHED THE END
OF THE DEADLY DESERT.

...AND THE SOUND
OF SILVERHOOF'S
HOOVES UPON

THE STONES.

NOW,

ROTHERS!
o iters
HIM !

WAY TO THE
CASTLE OF
LOKI!

THE SILENCE OF THAT DESO-
LATE REGION |5 ENDLESS,
SANE ONLY THE CAWNING OF
SOME WINGED CREATURE
TOO HIGH FOR THE NAKED
EYE TO SEE...

A\ BUT sLAY WAT/
HIM NOT/ THESE
THE MASTER ARE NO
\*L/ Niki‘:’éei-} 1M TROLLS!

W

COME THEY
HERE, EVEN
AT THE EDGE
OF ASGARD.!




ELSEWHERE, FAR BE-
YOM% THE FIELDS WE

..A GREAT FIGURE

ANVIL BEFORE HIM
AND STRETCHES
FORTH HIS HAKD.

e T SWORD 15 /
= TEMPERED. ,

LAKES OF BRIM-
TOMNE SPRING UP
ON ENERY SIPE...




MEANWHILE, fF ONLY YOU WOULD BE
INSIDE THE BOLDO ENOUGH TO
CASTLE OF... R / | HARBOR DEMONS OF
( @ \ THE FIRE WITHIN THE
Bouu?‘gcae;‘ oF

MNSHT HAE i,
KNOWN T
WERE YOUR
EATURES,

BUT I HANE
A MESSAGE
OF THE VERY
) HIGHEST

IMPORTANCE.

You ARE
NOT THE FIRST
SUCH AMBAG-
SADOR TO REACH
ME. STRANGE THAT
LOK.'S AID SHOULD
SUDDENLY BE SOUGHT

BY SO MANY.

PERHAPS YOU
REMEMBER THE ONE
WHO STANDS BESIDE ME.
HE WHOM ODIN DID
BANISH TO THE LIMBO
OF ENDLESS NIGHT
50 MANY AGES AGONE,

MEN FOLDNG THE LNSEEMLY

5 ;

AH, BALDER,
ENER THE
TOOTHLESS
UNDERSTRAP- 1@
PER OF THE =
NOBILITY OF /727
AscArD. 1

SEND A SPINELESS,
OVERWEIGHT FLUNKY
TO CURRY THE FANOR
OF HIS STEP-SON...

‘%yf ‘?.\3-;1

5
BEST THAT
ODIN CAN

EQeR HAURE
> |
ADOPTED LOKI
IN THE FIRST
PLACE!




REMEMBER, LOK|. WHEMN AND AS A TOKERN
THE POWERS THAT BE ‘ OF MY GOOD FAITH,

HANE BEEN DESTROYED, LET ME PRESENT
THERE WILL BE PLENTY You WITH AVERY
LEFT OVER FOR THOSE SPECIAL GIFT...
RUTHLESS AND BOLD

ENOUGH TO SEIZE [T/ ’

..THE HEAD
OF BALDER

THE BRAVE. A

AETER HIM!
HE LEAPS INTO
THE COURT-

£TOP THEM! )
PLEASE! /

LOKI! HEAR ME OUT!
YOU KNOW I CANNOT
FIGHT THESE

DEMONS !




LOKI! HeeD SEEK NOT MY
MY PLEA DESTRUCTION UN-
. TILYOU KNOW THE
TRUTH! THEN
GLADLY WILL
I oiEe/

THE VERY
FATE OF THE ¥

NOW WE HANE
HIM, CLOSE IN,
BROTHERS, AND WE

WILL SPLIT THE
ASGARDIAN LIKE A
RIPE FRUIT.

Lok |! pLEASE! COME, MALE-
50 [T IS TRUE. MY AISSION KITH. YOLU AND T
BALOER THE MUST NOT HAVE MUCH TO
FAILS pIscuUss.

SPINEL
MI'LKSS%’

N

AFRAID TO
KILL ENEN THE

SUPPOSE WE'LL
EVER LEARN WHAT
ODIN'S MESSAGE

W NOW BY MY HAND
PIES BALDER THE
BRAVE/




MEANWHILE, IN NEW YORK CITY, AT A CON‘STRUCT;OH GlTE ON THE HUDSON RINER, WHERE THOR WORKS M-
COGNITO AS SIGURD JARLSON. - '

BROTHER, WOTTA MESS!
1 CAN'T BELIEVE WE'RE
GONNA HANETA START
OVER AGAIN AFTER
ALL THAT WORK.

WHAT DID
WE EVER DO TO
THAT DRAGON TO
HAVE HIM KNOCK
APART OUR
BUILDiNG@’*

*THOR 34| GAVE THE
DEPRESS ING DETAILS.

NOU'D PAY 4300 A MONTH
AT A HEALTH AND RACKET
CLUB FOR THK SORT OF

’_ EXERCISE AND CALL IT
PHYSICAL FITNESS
THERAPY! _4

YOoU KNOW, %
SIGURD, [T MAKES
A GUY WONDEE
WHY HE
BOTHERS.

YO,
JARLSON!

JusT SWELL YOU'D BeTTER &IT YER
CONSIDERIN' HARDHAT ON. INSURANCE
WE'RE STARTIN' GUYS'LL BE ALL OVER THIS SITE
OVER. FOR AWHILE AND WE DONT
~WANT TO GIVE 'EM A

BUT T'LL TRY. BE
RIGHT BACK,

LOOKIT ‘IM, AND THE WAY

LEAPIN' ACROSS HE WENT (2 e S oo AT S UNGER:
THE <ITE CIKE THEBULON' 10 0% TR ANT A JARLSON'S NO J COVER! AND

CONSTRUCTION
WOR K

ORDINARY
GIRL, MELODI*, GLUN.
WITHOUT EVEN

AN' HE WA/
SENT HERE BY
COUSIN NICK WHO
WORKS FOR SOME
SUPERSECRET
SPY GUNS.

JARLSOM
IS REALLY

- ﬁHoeaqmc;mw E) spicER-MAN!



MEANWHILE, IN THE
HOUSE OF LOKI|...

STAND BACK, '
PLEASE.

HES OURS!
FORWARD,
BROTHERS/

T'LL NOT.
HARM Sou !

I BEG OF Yyou!
CEASE NOW AND
TEeRBLE °
THING FROM
HAPPENING/

T'LL LET You
e ARsE
WITH LOKI!

RICHLY WILL
MALEKITH
REWARD THE

ONE WHO SLAYS &
BALPER THE

DEATH TO THE
ASGARDIAN/
~As

BUT
BILLIONS OF
INNOCENTS
SHE AT
MIESION

FAILS!

[ENCE,
O Rige

S AT

HALL BE MY
ELPMEET/
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WELL PLAED, \

BALDER. A
NERY DRAMATIC

ENTRANCE! 4

SO WE
" DID PEVELOP
SOME BACKBONE
DURING OUR
SOJOURN IN HEL
AFTER ALL.




MALEKITH, FOUL HE'S GONE, ...TO TRAVEL
CREATURE. FOR AND ONLY FOOLISH BALDER. WHERE HE
WHAT YOU HAVE HIS CLOAK DO YOU NOT REMEAM- WILL AND
DONE TO ME THIS REMAINS. BER THE POWER OF EMERGE
DAY, YoU WILL LIE THE DARK ELF, TO g
WITH YOUR DE- ENTER THE SHADOWS THE
MONS TONIGHT AND VANISH. .. avHeR
N HEL /! SIDE OF
THE

UNNERSE.

BUT NOT
PREVENTED ME
FROM FULFILLING
MY DUTV.

™7 HERE IS THE
2| LETTER, LOKI,
1 THOUGH IT COST
ME MY SOUL., T
HANE COMPLETED
MY MISSION.
FOR MY LORD
i ODIN,

THE
FATE OF
THE UNINERSE
HANGS IN THE
BALAMCE,

NYOU ARE A
FOOL, BALCER,
TO THINK THAT A
MESSAGE FROM
MY STEP-FATHER
COULD POSSIBLY
BE OF CONCERN
TO ME.

I HAVE

ALREADY
DECIDED TO

ACCEPT




BUT IT WAS SO DELIGHTEUL ‘ WHY, (T WouLD
TO WATCH A PACIFIST SLAY HAVE SPOILED
HI3 THOLISANDS THAT I . THE FUN.
SIMPLY COULDN'T BRING

MMSELF TO MENTION IT

BEFORE THIS.

P NOW Yyou
DESTROY WHAT
LITTLE LIFE
I HAD

LEFT/

ASGARD MaY
YET PERISH BY
THE SWORD BUT NOT
BEFORE I RID THE
WORLD OF THE PEAD-
LIEST SERPENT IN HER
HALLS !

PENILSPAWN Was T
NOT ENOUGH THAT you

Kl

THREATEN ME
NOT, THOU SAPLESS
WEAKLING.

LL ME AND SEND ME
DOWN TO HELZ




ELSEWHERE, IN THE FORT- EVEN HERE, IN THE
RESS OF KARNILLA.,..

CHAMBERS OF MY
GREATEST SORCERY,
MY MAGICKS CANNOT
PIERCE THE MNSTIC
SCREENS SURROLUIND-
ING LOKI'S DOMAIN,

SURELY,
MISTRESS,
LOK| WOULD
NOT DARE TO
HARM BALDER
2| WHEN HE IS ON
1 A MIKSION

TRUST THE SLY

ONE. HE WOULD
BETRAY ANYONE IF

h 1T SUITED HIS
PURPOSE.

# HE 15 SO
UNPREPRICTABLE,
HIE GAMES 5O
TWISTED
THAT--

AND
BALDER'S FATE
REMAINS
UNKNOWN

THE ALARM!
SOMEONE HAS
EMERGED

'TIS BALDER,
MY LADY. BUT HIS
FACE! LOOK AT



l /]

i

RIDE
ON! RIDE
OM, SILVER-

HOOF! &

BETTER THAT I HAD
DIED AND STANED IN
HEL THAN RETURN TO
THKE EXISTENCE
WHICH TORTURES
ME BEYOND EN-
DURANCE/

FRIEND AN
COMPANION. ..

“TILL ONLN THE WHEBPERS OF THE
WIND ARE LEFT TO DK TURB THE
SILENCE OF THE ANCIENT AND

ILLIMITABLE DESEKRT.

.. THAT T MIGHT

OF LINING AND
REJOIN THE

OF THE
PEAD/

END THSAGONY |

SERRIED RANKS /|

RIDE
| SIVER-
ONH-s‘l =

RIDE
ON/

... AND BALDER
THE BRAVE 1S
NO MORE. "




WHILE BEHIND THE FLEE-

ING BALDER IN THE

CASTLE OF LOKI, ALL I THE HEARTH

QUIET, prmm—— FIRES BURN _
- o LOW. .. e B

.. AND BNEN
THE VERMIN
IN THE WALLS
ARE SILENT...

UNBRUKED,
TOO. T MUST SAY
THAT I NEVER

THOUGHT HE

WOULD HAVE

THE STOMACH

FOR IT.

in S A GOD
POOR BALDER '— LACKING ANY
I KNEW HIAM, SENSE OF HUMOR
HORATIO. WHATSOEVER/

AN EXCELLENT JEST.
WELL WORTH THE PRICE
OF A STIFF NECK FOR A
DAY OR sO.

T NAM
AFTER ALL, THE : . :
FIRST THING A y g LAUGHTER!
SORCEROR QF
QUALITY LEARNS
15 TO MAKE HIMSELF
AS DIFFICULT TO KILL
AS POSSIBLE!

& s
RETURN WITH US NOW TO
' ””Em E ’w MIDGARD... IN WHICH ONE
Rege¥7// F RECARD T RIS o

l DEADLN ECSTASY, AND THE

O THRT WRAS MO LAY o coosdos A




