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HERCULES /
STAND THEE AT my
SIDE AGAINST THESE
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NOTE:

YOU'LL NEVER
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WHOSE COMING
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IN THMIS
rssuel/

__ ||| !
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HE LOOKSE NEITHER TO THE
RIGHT NOR THE £E£T. HE SEEMS
ONANARE OF THE WORLD
AROLNG MHim.

Ny \.r — ’ )
V| A= (15-~
INTENT,




WHAT'S THE S72@Y, | BUTSHE| I KNOW NOT THE
THOR 7 YOUR GIRL- /| DIDN'T
FRIEND CALLED HAVE

TO USE THIS

MACHINE,
INVENTED BY
VY STRRAC-

- AND WITH | T, LEARN R
ABOCENED N 4

STILL--WE
AAVE MADE =
SOME IMPROVE- |
MENTS ONTHE ||
MEVORLY




BOrTLY AT FIRST, THEN WITH INCREASING LOUD-
NESS , A RMHYTHMIE A SBESINS 70 THROS
WITHIN THE LOW*CELINGED CHAMBER...! WiTH
EACH PASSING

W L £7 PLUTO TEAR
m';mnm WoRLD
~-LET ZEYS EXILE ME
R0 FAUR OLyMPLS -~




IR , THE TWO YOUNG
il LADIES YOU TOLD ME
ABOUT HAVE JRRVED.

~
[ SHALL I SEND
THEM IN, OR
wouLD You

B\

N\

FELLA--IF YOU KEEP
THIS UP, WE'LL
LOSE OUR
ON THIS PLACE !

(

I OWE MY £/74 To | e
THIS GOPLING, AS LS
MUCH AS T OWE £ wad MUSTBE

W we Have To 20 sove-
. THING--HE'S




"HE Wit DO VOTERVNVG, THOR,” "BUT HE WL NOT A8 ME, " Mu M'm-vmﬂe‘
THE YOUNG BODDESS Says AUE NOBILITY /S FAR ToO AN ME -
SOFTLY "WE /S FRIGHTENED -

MORE,,, IS EYES ARE LIT WiITH
THE SLOW OF REASIN.. . :

THE WOMAN SVED ME, THOR, My )
MIND WAS ASWIRL wr‘r; A

AYE..AND THE MEMORY STILL, T MUST HAVE

1S ALMOST AS TIME --TIME TO,
TERR/BLE r&

THE EVENT

ITSECF,

HAVE NO =

fies == p F AND WHEN WE HAVE

ASGARDIAN-- — FINISHED TALKING,
I'M NOT ; o | WE'LL MAKE OUR
ABOUT TO PLANS -- 72

~rSHT!




PERHAPS THE | IF YOuU WISH,
GENTLEMEN | I CANALSSO \JarRVIS--
AND LADIES PREPARE A
WOULD LIKE , sMALL

BUT
I DOoN'T
THINK THATLL

El ANy ze7 7R, B
HERCULES 7 4N

YT BEGAN SEVERAL HOLRS AGO,
IN EARLY EVENME, AS T LEET THOR

.MY

AS WELL AS T 24V
FEEL . WITH THESE

VISIONS HALINTING
TN,

DID I TRULY JRKE WHAT
| T REMEMBER SEEING--
OR WAS IT ONLY

ANCTHER EAWM-.A

e
'GAINST THE FOUL-
NESS I HAVE

N AND WANDERED THROLSM THE DARK-
N ENED S/IDESTREETS OF THIS CITY's

Yeu A MAN OF UTTER FEACANESS,
LIKCE NOTHING IN THIE OR ANY
OTHER WORLD!

CAND T WAS
THE DEPTHS
OF THE EARTH-=

V=T A PLACE WHERE WM LIGHT
REACHED AT ALL.”




THINKEST THOU WE 'TIS SEARED IN
CAN AP THIS Y SN,
STREET, OLMPIANZ 4

Many ARE THE DBIMAS
WIMICH LMD iV TTME
AND SPACE,; BEFRORE

WE LEARN WHAT TERROD
AWA/ITS THOR AND
HERCLILES BENEATH

-~LET S Look FoR A

i

PR - HA IRED
ARS7A. Lo,

WITH THEE,
WOWAN, ODIN
HATH COM~-
MANDED--HE

'TI6 MOST PASSING STBIMSE,
FOR NIGH ON SEVEN DAYS, ODIN
HATH BEEN 420N FROM ALL
PRYING EYES.
[—

AND EVEN WHEN
HIS SON DID ASK
HIM FOR A/ #--

BUT NO--| THESE IT LEAVES
EUARDS sgem As () mE LITTLE -
STERN AS THE =
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_ALL-FATHER OPIN, I BES

THE THRONE - IMELORD
THEE--LARSIVE THS oF

ROOM IS
A,

I SWEAR, 'TWAS ONLY

MY COVEE@N WHICH-- |

WHAT T FEAR | T MUST
CcaNNe T SEARCH
TRUE . EVERY

EVER

AT
CHAMBER -=TILL THE
FEAR CAN NO LONGER

TENVED,

7
.

K CONFIDANT--
THE W2IER !

FATHER'S HIDING
PLACE... TWOULD
BE A/




"--pEscenes ro7mE |
Prrs oF pRraNESS!” (N

ART THOU W —0
YES, EVEN I, HI6 MOST CERAN THIS | AYE. MY -
HILDEGARPDE-- TRUSTED SERVANT; 15 THE PLACE |HEART POUNDS
CODIN KNOW NOT WHERE OF *r;/)ggm- --MY BLOOD
’

\HE MAY Zf. A COVGEAQLS-.!
7 HERCLILES? 4 i
FORIFIDID, I d
WOUILD WAaRN
HIM OF THE DANGER

... FOR THE VERY THOLOH 7T
OF ENTERING THIS BLACKNESS
ABAIN,.. POTH MAKE MY SKIN

STEEL THYSELF,
HERCLILES.

;4‘~ ALONVE |15 ENOUGH TO
M. TREAL A MAN--!

i

el THOU WHO HATH
- NEVER TASTED
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Dy TANGIBLE--
warr’
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FEAR NOT,
OLYMPIAN,
'TIS ONLY | A TRICK OF
AMEMORY. THE /MAGIN-
] AT70N, TAKING
il THE UNREAL--
A\ MAKING I TREAL

= -
e

=

O AEMBAL 'S EYES)
7S A PEMON

4 N THE BAEL ~ ”
W NESS BEFOREUS! ¢
SN
PoWER |
> oFmy
HAMMER, 7
S - %
S — i MORE THAN
PERHAPS NOW, THOU gy 7O
POST BEGIN TO ¢NVPER- | ; HAVE TS WiLL
STANG. ? - OVER OUR VERY /'
WHATEVER | 7 . souvEs! A
POWER IS BEHIND THIS i\
MYSTERY--'TI6 A j 3
POWER WE CANNOT - 735
il IN THAT
J 'TIS A POWER | CASE, WE
WHICH DoTH o | MUST INPEED

o’ YET, HOW COULD gt il \

ey
THEY mos;o \ A - R
Fe ekt - ) . & R -WiE
A 1! : LOCATED R MLST
UNLESS--THEY i 1 ! IT-- %
WERE NEVER : T e R Visd
RE 2 . ot % L %:::,




THE GRYM OLYMPIAN ONLY NODS IN ANSWER, AS HE THEN, WHEN THE AlR--ALREADY
mmwmwamm&mg | STIFLING -HAS 50 DENSE
THE DARK ABYSS...DEEP INTO THE BEDROCK UNDER-
LYIN® THE CITY OF MANHATTAN.

OF TUNNELS ; Whi i S Y HeRcuLES)

—— : P ....IN THE
il /MAGINED.. el PALS e / 24| BECKONING
7 - sl £y g, GLOOM

AHEAD...
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DOST Y A SHAPE--A

| --TIS AS THOUGH
THOU ~ SHADOW--A

THE DARKNESS

h SEE? FORM WITHOUT WERE ALIVE / --AND DOTH
' DIMENSION OR ; B eI "-AS THOUGH
2% = ee Ny o r fExC B A |

"By BIFROST'S
RAINBOW

-/
OUR SUSPICIONS,
HERCULES. THEY/LL |
\, BETRAY USYET,
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--THE DARKNESS
/S ALNE--

-=AND IT ——
STRUGGLES >
AGA/NST
- us-- _~

~SEEKING & L&/
ouUR VERY 3. 5%

WHICH ATTACKED
ME !
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| THE DEVILS I FOUGHT
WERE STRONGER
MORE QUICK -

W/TTED THAN THESE /=
\ DEMON DRONES ! :

OWELLS N
mrxﬂfss‘ﬁ'

Bﬁ?f" IS THE
POWER--THAT i
s UNKNOWN! /i

.- THEREFORE, \ / NAY, HE SEEKS
HE CANNOT WIS ATTACK TO CRUSH US

ESTROY CAN N NANOTWER
o Pwsacgf—r—%i's- WAY--A SPIRITUAL

waAy-- il

ATTACK-- /&

SWARVNG OVER HiM--

:

--BY OVER -

WWELMING
us wWiTH

INCREDIBLE

ODDS--AND

A FOR JUSTA

MOMENT-

IN DESPAIR , HE
OESPAIR! WILL CONQUER US
--IN DESPAIR #E
| WILL CAPTURE OUR

VERY SOULS/

\ L =7




5 MAY 7WE MALLOWED

HIGH-LORDS OF
WJOOMEUS PROTECT

REACHING A
NARROW POINT IN
THE MUSTY TUNNEL., |}
WHERE THE CEILING

MEETS

S ARMS ABOVE §
S HEAD-- |

-- AND STRAINS UPWARD,
WITH ALL THE MIGHT OF A

GOOLING BORN!




AT ONCE, THE EARTH |
NEAVES A THOUSAND
FEET ABOVE-AS A VAST 1|
IN | Geav/7E PLUG Stowry L
| | R/SES AROM THE GROUND-~ !

| SWEAT--

--A PLUG PUSHED FROM
EBENEATY BY THE GOL WHOM

MEN CALL HERCULES--WHOSE
MUSCLES BAND AND R/PPLE--
WHOSE 800y

/4

W FOR EACH DEMON I DISPATCH,
TEN MORE APPEAR ! THEIR.
\  NUMBERS SEEM ENDLESS! )
St _

T I 0% —
BEFORE THE
IS SENTENCE,

A SUNLIGHT WASHES OVER WiM-

)\ t,r.\' m \u'\

THUNDER GOD CAN COMPLETE |
A BRILLIANT SHAFT OF DAWN

¥ PRAISE, ZEUS, THOU DIDST NOT
SPEAK THE WORD, ASGARDIAN/

</ |F THOU DIDST <

| OESPA/R-'TWOULD
HAVE BEEN THE END
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“_FOR ME DOTH "N
FEED UPON DESPAIR




I REMEMBER
HIM NOW, ASGARDIAN.
#E DWELLS IN DARK-
NESS--BECAUSE #E
CANNOT ABIDE THE
. LIGHT!

WHO 1S THISWE" THOU
POST SPEAK OF 7

LIVES BENEATH
THE EARTH P

"THOU DoST 2
WISH TO SE&

CAUGHT BUT A
GLIMPSE OF
BEFORE -~

ATTACK HIM--AND
TELL ME WHAT THOU
DOST THINK 7HEN’

AYE! T'LL ATTACK N
HIM-- { WITH THE AID
OF MINE MYSTIC
MJOLNIR, T SHALL--

i
1 =y
1\ R

N

NAUGHT BUT
HIS SHADOW
EXISTS--ALL
ELSE IS5
ILLUSION!

NOTHING!

I
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i
.
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SN - 1F HE

HAS NO FORM
\ -~THEN WHO=--?

PERHAPS THE GREATEST DEMON OF ALL, ASGARDIAN -~

WHO DWELLS NOT ONLY IN DARKNESS, BENEATH THE /.

EARTH-= -~ E
f *BUT IN US vV WE TRIUMPHED

—

155 WA

TO THAT MOST

ALL,ONLY
WAITING TO
ESCAPE

OVER HIM 7H/S
TIME, THOR-~

INTANGIBLE DEVIL- A

DEABPEARE!




