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THE WIND
PICKED UP.
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PIDN'T THEY"' NOTHING BETTER
THAN A FEW CORPSES TO GET
PEOPLE LOOKING THE OTHER

WAY. AND ANOTHER EXPLOSION

I WAS THERE, BEN. I SAW BANTAM GET KILLED! GEOFFY
CRESWELL TOOK PHOTOS. IT WAS LIKE SOME KIND OF
STAGED EVENT, ALL WRAPPED UP IN A NICE, NEAT PACKAGE.

IT WOULDN'T SURPRISE ME IF SOMEONE PLACED THAT
GAS TANKER THERE ON PURPOSE --
MFORD.
TRY TELLING ME
HEY DIDN'T SALIVATE
INTO THEIR STEAK DINNERS
WHEN THEY FOUND OUT A
LAW-ABIDING HERO GOT
KILLED BY AN UNREGISTERED
COMBATANT.

SALLY, IT'S YOUR
JOB TO LOOK AT THIS
OBJECTIVELY. YOU'RE A
WHOLE DIFFERENT CLASS
OF HACK WHEN YOU START
IMAGINING THE NEWS
INSTEAD OF REPORTING IT.

“"THAT EVENT CHANGED THE
WAY WE LOOKED AT OURSELVES.
I MEAN, THIS WAS OBVIOUSLY
AN INTELLIGENCE FAR BEYOND
OUR COMPREHENSI

ION. WE WERE
NOT ALONE IN THE UNIVERSE."

“THE SKY WAS ON FIRE
FOR DAYS BEFOREHAND...
HALF THE ELECTRICAL
GRIPS ON THE EAST
C’\AST BLEW OUT.

I DRUNK MYSELF DUMB FOR A YEAR | BEN, YOU KNOW AS WELL
AFTERWARDS, JUST CONSIDERING AS I PO THAT THEY'RE

THE RAMIFICATIONS. BUT T BLAME MAKING A MOCKERY OF THE
VSELF FOR THAT. NO CONSTITUTION. WE HAVE

B Oy ELoE.- A DUTY TO MAKE PEOPLE EXPECT TO SEE--BECAUSE

SEE THAT, NO MATTER THIS JOB WILL EAT YOU UP

WHICH NEWS ORGANIZATION AND SPIT YOU OUT IF
WE WORK FOR. YOU LET IT

DON'T TAKE THE SITUATION

AND DON'T
SAY IT WON'T.
IT ALREADY

D




YOU KNOW IT. EVERYBODY KNOWS
TURNING A BLIND EYE. IT. I WANT TO FIND IT.

FIRST QUESTION
TURNING A BLIND EYE. YOU ASK 15, “WHO STANDS
I'M JUST NOT SEEING IN FROM SOMETHING
THINGS THAT AREN'T

THERE. 4

=3

I CAN'T JUST LET IT GO, SOMETHING ST , BEN URICH,
BEN. I'M NOT GOOD AT e 5

I'M NOT

THAN LIKELY TO FIND OUT
THE REAL REASONS BEHIND
THE REGISTRATION ACT.

WHATEVER. T
GOTTA GO. HOT
DATE WITH A GUY

IN A COSTUME.

HERE... ON ME. DON'T LOOK, JUST BE CAREFUL,
TELL YOUR WIFE. SHE OKAY? I'M NOT VERY
ALREADY THINKS \ GOOD AT FUNERAL
WE'RE HAVING AN - . SPEECHES.

AFFAIR.

Z PON'T PO
I DOUBT IT. ANYTHING
YOU'RE NOT

STUPID.




It's not like
anyone was fooling
themselves--Sally | ZiE=
‘was probably going to
do something stupid
anyway. So was L

that even if you're
right, it doesn't
necessarily mean

that you write. . &’éﬁ‘u‘?‘i

There’s a lot of
aroun
ob. The
Big Picture is

like a Polaroid
sometimes. )




=
WE CAN'T SIT
AROUND LIKE THIS
FOREVER. YOU'D
THINK A BUNCH OF
COSTUMED HEROES
WOULD KNOW HOW
TO TAKE ACTION.

CR
JA:'I"II ON ' "

SOMIE]

WE'VE GOT TO
GET ORGANIZED.
WE'VE GOT TO FIN
CAPTAIN AMERICA’S
PEOPLE.

OKAY, SO HOW DO WE FIND
THEM, NETWORK? DID YOU
FIND ANY TRACE OF THEM
ON THE WEB--ANYTHING
AT ALL?

EVERYONE HERE AGREES WITH
K. BUT THE

OUR GOAL IS TO
REMAIN FREE SO THAT

O DO. WHICI
Y\ SUGGEST WE MODERATE
YOUR PLAN SOMEWHAT IF
WE WANT TO REMAIN
AT LARGE.

NOT YET... BUT I'LL
KEEP LOOKING. IN THE
MEANTIME, WE HAVE
k) TO STAY TOGETHER
AND BE CAREFUL.

IT'S NOT AS
THOUGH ANY OF
US IS IN DANGER




AND THAT'S YOUR
PLAN, TYPEFACE?
WE HIPE SOME
MORE?
BETTER TO
RUN AND FIGHT B
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“Y TAKE COVER! THEY'RE
COMING IN FROM
>
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- 'q"‘! YOU! YOU LED THEM

BY.\ YOU COULON'T BE
TRUSTED!
NO..WAIT! =
I'M YOUR BEST J
WITNESS--

you soL> §
& Us DOWN THE

AND KEEP YOUR
HEAD DOWN.

GLADIATRIX! GET DOWN THE PASSAGE
I'LL STAY HE
FR

AND HOLD THEM OFF
OM THE POOR.
I HOLD YOU

PERSONALLY
RESPONSIBLE FOR

THIS WOMAN'S

SAFETY!

W
!

\

A




THERE'S NOTHING WE CAN DO
HERE, SALLY. SOME OF THE
OTHERS CAN FIGHT THEIR
WAY OUT TOWARDS i
THE RIVER. Y b
F WE'VE GOT 4

J| MaveE six

|  "BE THANKFUL.
THAT'S SIX MINUTES
MORE THAN SOME.” il
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S

MINUTES
ZATER...

i

OCKING ALL THE
MUNICATIO|

OF THOSE
. : PEOPLE WERE NOT
@\ SUPPOSED TO BE
l o QO THERE--

-
-,
N —
v

..BEN, LISTEN
TO ME: WHATEVER
YOU PO, PON'T...

SOMEONE KNEW I WAS

MAYBE SOLO
WAS RIGHT--MAYBE

COMING. THEY COULD
HAVE TAILED ME FROM
THE DINER.

BEN...THEY'RE

TAGGIN
REPORTERS NOW.
WE'VE GOT TO BE
CAREFUL WITH OUR
SOURCES.




I remember
that was the
first time I
noticed it.







TO BE
CONTINUED...




PUT THEIR MONEY
ON TOOMEY.




I LIKE THAT SOUND, BABY-
KILLER. SOUNDS TO ME LIKE
SOME CONVICTED FELONS
WHO PUT THEIR MONEY
ON A WINNER.

I AIN'T NEVER
LOST A FIGHT IN
HERE YET. LEAST

’

<

FIRST OF ALL, GENIUS, "AIN‘T NEVER" IS ¥ ..AN’ SECOND OF ALL,
A REDUNDANCY. SO IS "LITTLE MIDGET." I LET YOU HIT ME TO
WE VOTED ENGLISH AS THE NATIONAL
LANGUAGE TWO HUNDRED YEARS
A (EHH

\ LOCAL UNDER-SEVEN
T-BALL LEAGUE.

LET'S SEE
IF YOU CAN
AGAIN!
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HA! OH, HEY..THAT WAS =
AWESOME! AND THE WINNER ——
FOR THIS WEEK'S “FUNNIEST

LOOK, N
YOU HAVE A EVERYONE!
PRISON BEATING" AWARD
&

P uarveL @ CISGLE AT WP b pack S
AINFUL AT HIS P PN =) IN AMAZEMENT
IMPACTS CAN SALAMANDER- '\ AS HE COMES
BE FUN! LIK CRASHING TO
REFLEXES! / 4 THE CANVAS!

;

-

FIRST NAME?

1

N

YOU'RE DEAD MEAT!
YOU HEAR ME,
BALDWIN?




OKAY, I GIVE, DUDE...
JAH-EHH+ I AM IN AWE
OF YOUR BOXING  you WERE

SKILLS. RIGHT AN’ T
WAS WRONG.




AA-AAH! .
OH, GODPD...

.

YOU PON'T

LOOK LIKE

NO_WINNER
TO ME.




WHAT ON
EARTH--7

. - . S D ,’) .
v o .“ q " "WHAT HAPPENED I
S TO YOUR LEG?
¢ e -~ B
L ] = . a 4



HOW COULD THEY LET THIS HAPPEN?
MY OWN SON! YOU COULD PDIE IN
THIS PLACE--

I WALKED INTO
A DOOR.

ROBBIE, YOU
DIDN'T WALK INTO
A DOOR!

SORRY...T
DIDN'T HEAR YOU,
MOM. WHERE DID
YOU SAY MY FATHER
WAS AGAIN?

HE'S NOT COMING, WHAT'S HAPPENED TO

ROBBIE. I THINK s YOU, ROBBIE?
YOU KNOW HOW HE N
FEELS ON THE y -

SUBJECT.

((§

ENLIGHTEN
ME, HIS SON WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR
THE DEATHS OF OVER
51X HUNDRED
PEOPLE.

VERY
SUPPORTIVE OF
HIM. AND HOW
\_ABOUT YOU?

-



A NEWSPAPER CALLED ME TO ASK IF YOU | BUT YOU'RE
WERE REMORSEFUL FOR YOUR PART IN NOT, ARE
THE EXPLOSION. 3 You?

AND I WANTED
TO TELL THEM HOW
SORRY YOU WERE

I REALLY DID.

- I DIDN'T KILL ANYONE, MOM. WHAT 2 THEY'VE GIVEN YOU A
1 HAPPENED HAS BEEN PISTORTED { CHANCE, ROBBIE BALDWIN!

EYOND RECOGNITION-- S\ ALL THEY'RE ASKING YOU
TO DO IS EXPRESS

REMORSE.

SURE. BUT WHY
BREAK THE HABIT
OF A LIFETIME?

THOSE PEOPLE IN
STAMFORD DESERVE
THIS MUCH, ROBBIE.

MISTAKE. THE LEAST
YOU COULD PO IS
UNMAKE IT.

YOU COULD
STILL PO
SOME GOOP
FOR THOSE
PEOPLE.



THIS IS A MATTER
OF PRINCIPLE. T
UNDERSTAND

YOU WE
ALWAYS A STUBBORN
ONE, EVEN AS A CHILD.
I KNOW YOU'RE SURE
ABOUT EVERYTHING

INCLUDING THIS,
ROBBIE. I LOVE
YOU. NOTHING
CAN EVER CHANGE
THAT--

RE

HEY..THIS WAS
FUN, RIGHT?

THERE WON'T BE
A “NEXT TIME,"
ROBBIE.

I'M NEVER
COMING



i KEITH, WE GOT A PROBLEM.
TURNS OUT OUR STORE-OWNER
/7 HAD A COUPLE OF SECRETS HE
\»” g WAS KEEPING TO HIMSELF.
PART: . 2 v % - .
WO | / =
Y

JOE’S MARINE
MANIA.
CRIME:SCENE-

APPARENTLY ALL OF THIS
Y'S RECORDS ARE
SSING.

SO THIS WAS
AN INSURANCE
SCAM!

NO, I MEAN ALL
OF HIS RECORDS: NO
SOCIAL, NO DENTAL,
NO NOTHING. EVERYBODY
JUST KNEW HIM AS JOE.
WE DON'T EVEN HAVE
A LAST NAME.

..HE SAID
WHAT NOW? THAT'S WHAT
YOU DON'T I THOUGHT. BUT WHEN'S
SAY! THE LAST TIME YOU SAW AN
IMMIGRANT FINANCE AN ENTIRE
BUSINESS WITHOUT AT LEAST WHICH MEANS HIS

TAKING UP WITH THE 4
LOCAL MOB? WIFE DIDN'T KNOW,

PROBABLY
CAN I GET
\/ERIFICATION

5ER(OU§LY’

PAUL IF\]\I\S LEE WEEKS

PENCILER

ROB SOTOCOLOR’S
CAMPANELLA J.BROWN
INKER COLORIST

VC'S RANDY GENTILE .

N BREVOORT
TORS I:I)I(I)’ (9R

DAN
QUESDA ~ BUCKLEY
EDITORINCHIEF  PUBLISHER



MAYBE HE WAS
A MUTANT OR
SOMETHING.

THERE ARE
NO MUTANTS
ANYMORE. NOT

MAYBE HE WAS \\_HARDLY.
A SUICIDE MUTANT,
AN’ HE BLEW HIMSELF UP

BY MISTAKE. I READ ABOUT

THIS "SPONTANEOUS HUMAN

COMBUSTION" THING ONE TIME.

LOOK...IF JOE'S OUR GUY, THEN WE MAYBE HE WASN'T
GOTTA LOOK AT WHAT SET HIM OFF. EAST EUROPEAN.
IT COULD BE THAT HE Al

WERE HAVING MARITAL

N’ MRS. JOE MAYBE HE WAS
PROBLEMS. RUSSIAN.

” NoT
ACCORDING
TO ANYONE
WHO KNEW
THEM.

WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES
Al RE HE CAME
UST NEE
TO KNOW WHERE HE
IS RIGHT NOW.

e S AN AN BN

FROM THE COLD JUST MINDING
WAR. HIS OWN BUSINESS, AND
THEN ONE DAY SOMETHING
REMINDS HIM OF MOTHER
RUSSIA, AND IT SETS HIM OFF.




“OKAY...50 GIVE
ME THE RUN DOWN.
WALK ME THROUGH

THIS GENIUS
THEORY OF YOURS."

E:
MAKES ‘A PHONE CALL

“"TRIGGERS SOME
KINDA HIDDEN
MESSAGE IN HIS

SUBCONSCIOUS--"

MAYBE HE'S A SECRET

“WELL, THEY GET

SOME ORPINRY oLy - “I MEAN, EVEN HE ISN'T

SUPPOSED TO REMEMBER
EXACTLY WHO HE IS OR
WHERE HE CAME FROM
UNTIL THE TIME COMES.

"YEARS GO BY.
HIS HANDLERS

HIS SERVICES.

I DIDN'T GET
THAT FAR. MAYBE
HE ASSASSINATES
THE PRESIDENT OR

SOMETHING.




AN’ MAKES IT LOOK LIKE
HE WAS KIDNAPPED. FIVE'LL
GET YOU TEN THERE'S AN
INSURANCE POLICY SOMEWHERE
WITH A CLAUSE ABOUT
“MYSTERIOUS DOMESTIC

SL EPE AGENT?

YEAH. SOME GUY
CHEATS ON HIS WIFE

EXPLOSIONS."

OKAY, FOLKS... SHOW'S OVER.
LET’'S CLEAR BACK ANOTHER
TWENTY YARDS you

OKAY..THAT'S THE \ YOU GOT A
MOST ABSURD THING YOU ) BETTER ENDING,
EVER SAID. A RUSSIAN SHAKESPEARE?

YO,

SMOKE -
EATER! YOU WANNA
GET SOME OF THESE
RUBBERNECKERS
OUT THE WAY,
PLEASE?

Y

IST
THINK MY |
WAS BETTER.

{

ILL
DEA

e

u

A=

] B
&
o
| | —
q




HEHH...WELL,
WHO PLAYS YOU
IN THE MOVIE?

AW

svx: #H FgNNYE.
-/ 600D THING '\ YOUR
THE CAMERA | A EUNNY
ADDS FIFTY -
POUNDS.

o,

/

_
v

TOBE
8

ONTINUED...



The Vietnam War

According to the Adjutant General's Center (TACGEN) file dated 1981, the United States
suffered over 50,000 fatalities, including over 3000 military personnel who either died in
captivity or were MIA. Over 300,000 were wounded.

In 1995, on the twentieth anniversary of the ending of the war, North Vietnam supplied
the Agence France Presse with fatality figures of their own: over 1,100,000 KIA, and over
600,000 wounded.

Sometimes the numbers speak for themselves.

The words here are adapted from the song Goodnight Saigon by Billy Joel.
While they reflect the thoughts of a US Marine Corps recruit, it can be said that they
reflect the thoughts of every soldier from every war in history...

» V'S RANDY MOLLY LAZER AND 1
GEN AU ON  BREV
T EDITORS LDIT

And we were sharp,
sharp as knives.

TIONNEAL
r And_we were 8o gung

o
to lay down our lives
’
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And we would all go down together.
We said we’d all go down together.
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sl
We held the
coastline, they
held the highlands.
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