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MIND GAMES 3 of 6

UTRAGEOUS FORTUNE

PREVIOUSLY IN EMMA FROST...

EMMA FROST HAS DISCOVERED SHE'S NOT LIKE OTHER GIRLS. SHE HAS THE ABILITY TO HEAR THETHOUGHTS AND
ACCESS THE MEMORIES OF OTHERS. SHE ISA MUTANT.

YOUNG EMMA LEAVES BEHIND HER DOMINEERING FATHER AND THE SECURITY OF HER WEALTHY BOSTON HOME,
CHOOSING INSTEAD TO SEEK HER OWN FORTUNE. UNUSED TO TAKING ORDERS FROM OTHERS, SHE LOSES SEVERAL
JOBS OVER A SHORT PERIOD OF WEEKS.

A DISHWASHER NAMED TROY BEFRIENDS THE HOMELESS EMMA, OFFERING TO LET HER STAY AT HIS PLACE UNTIL SHE
CAN AFFORD AN APARTMENT OF HER OWN. HOWEVER, SHE SOON LEARNS THAT TROY OWES TEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS TO A DANGEROUS LOAN SHARK. TROY TRIES TO RAISE THE MONEY BY PLAYING POKER AT A LOCAL CASINO,

BUT LOSES MORE THAN HE WINS.

THE NEXT DAY, EMMA SHOWS OFF HER MIND-READING ABILITIES TO A STUNNED TROY IN ORDER TO CONVINCE HIM
THAT SHE SHOULD BE THE ONE DOING THE GAMBLING INSTEAD OF HIM. THE LOAN SHARK'S BRUISERS INTERRUPT,
BUT EMMA IS ABLE TO HOLD THEM OFF WITH HER TELEPATHIC ABILITIES LONG ENOUGH FOR HER AND TROY TO ESCAPE.

THAT NIGHT, SHE AND TROY RETURN TO THE CASINO AND EMMA USES HER TELEPATHIC ABILITIES TO READ THE
THOUGHTS OF THE OTHER PLAYERS AT THE POKER TABLE. SHE NOT ONLY BEATS THEM AT THEIR GAME, SHE ALSO
WINS THE ENTIRE AMOUNT THAT TROY OWES THE LOAN SHARK.
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e £
straight on till
morning!”




you kids had a lucky ‘l'l
night at thﬁ Royale, ',I
huh?

well, let's
just sauy this pretty §
yound thing next to me
is possibly the world's
first...what I
like to call...

"...psychic
poker expert.”

"We"?
More like you,
Emma.

Lucky? Lucky?
Pude. Lucky had
absolutely nothing
to do withit!

And
how's that
now?




Oh, :
yeah...she won 19
consecutive rounds

Knew the
exact cards the
other players were
holding and--

-t Pid you just
{ say Iwas your
bouyfriend? 4

-

hh‘..pau no

/ attention to my overly
talkative boyfriend--he's

way past his banana
daiquiri limit.
what're you
ta--




know why you
got so cheesed
Off, Emma. I mean,
isit really that
big a deal?

Secrets were
a way of life
back home.
5]
| Maybe it's time for
me to play things
differently.

’._

--and I
sure wouldn't
keepit a
secret.
Maybe...
> maube he's
| right.

I won't make Who's everyone
a very good "psuchic’ \ on the planet? I
gambler if everyone on |only told the cab
the planet knows river! I'd be
I'm psychic. majorly psyched if
I could do the
things you can--




Scope the ===
monitor, boss.

¥ Trou, a
you sure c

...now that ™\
’ Lhave Lucien's
money, Ijust want
to pau him and put
this whole mess
behind us once
and for all.

You shock
and amaze
me, Troy.







I-T've
dot good news,
Lucien. Really
good news.

So
talk to me,
Troy.

Trou, you
owe me ten
gees...

..and every
time I send poor
Milo and Stu here to
collect, you're always
giving them grief.

Tell
me about
this good
news.




I've got it,
Lucien. I've got
the cash.

Come on
over, Emma.
Show him the

This isn't
good news, Troy. %
This is very good 4

toldyou I
was good

</ Troy...there's the

. . | matter of accrued

. \ interest on your
debt




B-but, Lucien, I-I
don't have that
kind of moneuy...

five thousand
dollars worth.

perfectly all
right, Troy. we'll
take whatever
A you can give us
for now...

How do you
expect me to come
I\ up with five grand
! ,overnight?

> /%

o
=
4

: The same way

( £ . NN you came up with
= _ AL ten.
w T | 3 - ~. "_.,. " 1 \
\ It's okay, Y4
\‘. Emma.

we'll collect

the balance
‘- tomorrow.

/

get moving,
dirtbag.




" This is the
closest those
two will ever come

to having actual _

signatures.

ask you to find some-
place else to live.
Immediately.

You simply
can't stay here.
2 You're a danger
&\ to the other
. tenants. 4

And don't
bother asking
for your security
deposit back.




it look like I'm

doing, Emma? I'm .
getting out of W-what?!
Podge. Fast. But where will

serious!
Pead serious.
It's not like I want
to leave, Emma, but I
don't have a choice.
I've just been evicted
from my apartment...

..Ican't go back \
to work at the
restaurant...

y ...Lucien wants
five thousand dollars

bu sun up, and there's
_no two ways...uh...




we'll head back &
to the casino. T'll

do the whole
™ psychic "thing." 48

we'll win big.
Then Lucien will
be off our backs.
Check?

Can
g We do that




the royale RIVERBOAT CASINO
BOStON hARBOR -- 12:06 A.M.

Just our luck, they're hosting
a poker tournament tonight,
but that's all right...

Ievenbother
asking?

Just testing the
water to see if my so-
called "abilities” can

affect machines.

Zipit, Troy...
A or I won't be able
@ to concentrate.

\\Concentrate

dorgeous,
canwe go




*handsome.” I’
= goindto
| make this

Come on,
Emma. Picture
it in your mind.

™

.’J:FS':




.1 think
someone needs
contacts.

--I could've sworn
= there was arow of...
cherries.

--to see what I wanted
them to see the other
day. And now, I've done

the same to Troy,
completely by accident.

«.I think we've
had enough slots
to last us botha

lifetime. Come on-




N I could try and trick
he dealer into thinking

'm rolling that number,
a bet for five hundre

So, T'll fool the dealer
into thinking I'm placin

but there's no

guarantee Icantrick [ dollars instead of five

dollars.
It leaves a

fair amount
to chance...

...but I win,
the payofF will be
worth the risk.




{ A &, it =/ T
& = b=
i -
\\ [ Yikes. Ionly & v o
det two more !;f’“ -
rolls... VAN

Troy! I've got
an idea.

How much
money do we
have left?
Bus
fare to New
Emma,
we crapped
out...

\ . Ty
% / @"‘}?’_ﬂ‘

that casino
chip holder.




> Pon't tell
me we're already
i ashing in our chips.
Emma, we don't
have any chips!

~ We figured
we'd quit while we
were ahead.

trust me, Trou.
Please.

' tl-;;usand

ou. Thank yo
very-- 4




Literally and
figuratively speaking,
Itrytorunapretty
tiqhg ship--but I can't
be everywhere That's why
at once. Ipay to have spotters
= L | positioned throughout
the casino in order to
detect illegal activity
such as yours.

3 Unfortunatelu,
despite such precautions,
o | I've found that the human eye
can be unreliable. It can be
tricked. But the
camerar

But,

Mrs. Faulkner--
Inever saw these
two before tonight!
Iswear on the lives
of my kids!

[ camera sees
all, boys and

Then my

heart goes out
to the brats. To me,
it looks like you were
a willing accomplice
to afeeble attempt
at robbing this
establishment blind.

Uhh...we're
magicians...you
know, sleight of
hand...?

(1]

| . \

No, she N\
wasn't! She's
telling the J - &
truth! _/on, really? &
And just how did
you two manade to ¥
convince her that an |
empty cup had five 5
thousand dollars
worth of chips
inside? .

If you
don't get off
my boat now, I'm
doing to show you
some sleight of
foot!




g

Y Too late-—— n
the rest'libe i
closed at this &

Al sorry, Troy.
Iblewit. 3

N i = ]
QE i Maube we )

could try our W »
8\ luck at another -

7

It's no biggie,

Emma. For real. Yknow,\ |

Iwasn't kidding about
New York earlier.




Ckay,

you two. Your
luck just ran

out.

1O BE CONLINUED...




