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I. Chapter 5 – Collective Participation

A. Introduction

Q1:
Faction – citizens united by some common cause or interest, seeking to further their own ends

Q2:
There are 3 factions that have a great impact on the government – political parties, interest groups and the media

Q3:B.
Political parties = organized groups that seek to influence the government by winning elections



The Constitution never mentioned parties and the founders felt that they did not have to have the public good in mind.  The parties did evolve and the U.S. political party system is a two-party system.

Q4a:
1. 
The Republican Party: stemmed from the Federalist point of view and make up:

a. Supported ratification of the Constitution

b. Favored a strong national government

c. Interests: business, industry, manufacturing, trade

d. Early 1800’s known as the Whigs – still part of industry

e. Civil War time: called Republican Party – northern industry

Q4b:
2.
The Democratic Party: stemmed from the Anti-Federalists

a. Did not support ratification of the Constitution

b. Did not want a strong central government

c. Interests: agriculture

d. Early 1800’s known as the Jacksonian Democrats – thought business received favors from the national government; they wanted people to be treated equally

e. Civil War time: Democrats represented the southern agricultural areas

Q5:


Ideology changes:

1.) Republicans now want the states to have more control

2.) Democrats now feel it is necessary to have a strong federal government to ensure equality
Q6:


Ideology constants:

1.) Republicans have been and still are associated with business and industry

2.) Democrats have been and still are associated with the laboring class

3.) They still have different views on these issues: money, economy, the roll of national government, and the issues of equality

Q7:

See handout – study differences

Q8:
3.
Third Parties

Usually, a third party forms when neither the Republicans or Democrats are addressing a particular issue that the third party feels is important.

a. Limited role due to:

1.) The history of our two-party system

2.) Electoral system – the Democrats & Republicans automatically have their names on the ballots, but a third party must meet the state requirements

3.) Platform – usually their platform does not appeal to a majority of voters

4.) Finances are usually limited

Q9/Q10:
b.
Two types:

1.) Issue parties = those that address issues disregarded or weakly addressed by the Democrats and Republicans

Ex. – Reform Party – 1992 (H. Ross Perot) = Wanting balanced budget amendment, campaign reform, replacing the Electoral College with a direct vote only from the people.

2.) Ideological parties = their platforms would be extremely different from the Republicans and Democrats

Ex. – Libertarian Party – 1971 = activities of government should be limited – no interference with free market, should not promote traditional values, against regulation of the environment (garbage containers), against consumer protection laws, against government restriction on abortion, end subsidies to foreign nations.  They favor privatization of several govt. services, minimal welfare benefits and low taxes.


C. 
Interest Groups & Political Action Committees -

Q11:
1.
Interest groups – want to influence the decisions & policies made by government, in order to


influence legislation, people having a common a common cause organize into an interest group.  They may want certain regulation or may want certain regulation ended.


Does the Constitution mention interest groups?  They do have the right to form because of the First Amendment – right to assemble and petition.

a. Types of interest groups:

1.) Cause & public awareness - Ex. NAACP, NOW, AARP

2.) Ideological – promoting an ideology



Examples:


Conservative: Americans for Constitutional Action


Liberal Interests: People for the American Way

3.) Industrial – representing all types of industry

4.) Attorneys – Ex. ABA (American Bar Association)

5.) Physicians – Ex. AMA (American Medical Association)

6.) Labor – Ex. United Steel Workers  (AFL-CIO)

7.) Single Issues – Ex. MADD

8.) Consumers – wanting regulation of products and public awareness – Ex. Fire-retardant Clothing

Q12:
2.
Lobbyists –

a. Lobbyists are hired as the representatives for the interest groups.  They are either former legislators or closely connected to politics that have access to lawmakers.

b. They strive to influence governmental decisions by contacting people in the government and discussing their causes

c. In 1997, 11,500 registered lobbyists

d. Significance to legislators:  They provide them with votes, information, and money.

e. They also try to influence the courts.

Ex.  financing of court cases or filing amicus curiae briefs which make the court aware of an interest group’s view on a case.

 Q13:
3.
Political Action Committees –
a. interest groups form PACs to gain and distribute campaign contributions.

b. Chapter 4 explained that corporations and labor unions are prohibited from giving direct contributions to candidates, so they in turn create PACs

c. PROBLEM:  The incumbents usually receive more $ than the other candidates since they prefer to maintain relationships already established and it is known that an incumbent is more likely to be reelected.

d. Corporate PACs = Republican candidates
Labor PACs = Democratic candidates

e. Examples of benefits to interest groups


AMA - $17.3 million = eased restrictions on managed health care


Phillip Morris - $15.8 million = teenage smoking legislation put aside

f. Foreign nations are prohibited from direct contributions, but can give to lobbying efforts

D. Public Awareness

Q14:
Knowing that these groups influence the government’s decisions on legislation, we need to be aware of who these groups are supporting.  If citizens are aware of this, they can either vote for those legislators again, or vote for someone else if the issues being supported are not within their political values.

E. Selection of the president

1. History of the Electoral College

a. The Founders had to decide how much power they would entrust to the people and how much power the representatives should control.  They had three options for election:

1.) By Congress – could be too obligated to the President

2.) By the people – Am. Democracy too new, not mature enough for a direct vote, people

could be easily misled, and/or generally misinformed

3.) By Electors – viewed as a compromising system

b. The Constitution states that each state’s legislature decides on how to choose their electors:

Options:

1.) Legislative system – state legislature chooses electors – failed: too much bargaining, promises

& payoffs

2.) District system – electors chosen by each congressional district – it encouraged

3rd parties.  Maine & Nebraska only – 2 Electors are chosen statewide by popular vote.

The remainders are chosen by popular vote within each congressional district.  The winner of every district gets one electoral vote and the candidate with the most electoral votes gets they remaining 2 electoral votes.

3.)
General ticket – winner-take-all system (a popular vote from the whole state) – won: originally people were to choose the Electors and the Electors were to vote for who they thought best.  The Electors’ names (a slate) used to be on the ballot.

Q15:
c.
The Electors – 

1.) The political parties (or independent candidates) in each state submit to the state’s chief election official a list of individuals pledged to their candidate for president and equal in number to the state’s electoral vote.  In 24 states the electors are requires to vote as pledged.  The remaining 26 states are considered part of the winner-take-all system, but they are not required to vote for the person to whom they have pledged.

2.) Usually, the major political parties select these people either in their State party conventions or trough appointments by their State party leaders.  Third parties and independent candidates merely designate theirs.

3.) The number of Electors = total number of state’s representatives + 2 (the senators)

4.) Members of Congress and employees of the federal government are prohibited from serving as an Elector.

5.) Every 10 years the census figures adjust how many representatives each state has.

d. The ballot –

1.) On the Tuesday follong the first Monday of November in years divisible by four, the people in each state cast their ballots for the party slate of Electors representing their choice for president and vice-president.  As a matter of practice, general election ballots normally say “Electors for” each set of candidates.  Most states don’t show the names now.

2.) Whichever party slate wins the most popular votes in the state become the state’s Electors.  In effect, whichever presidential ticket gets the most popular votes in a state wins all the Electors of that state.

e. The Electoral vote

1.) On the Monday following the second Wednesday of December (as eastablished by federal law) each state’s Electors meet in their respective state capitols and cast their electoral votes – one for the president and one for the vice president.

2.) The electoral votes are then sealed and transmitted from each state to the President of the Senate who, on the following January 6, opens and reads them before both houses of Congress.  Both the presidential candidate and the vice presidential candidate must receive at least 270 electoral votes to become the next president and vice president.

Ex. – 2000 presidential election of Bush & Gore



3.)
If there is no majority, then the election goes to the House of Representatives.  Each state is given 1 vote and they vote on the top 3 candidates.  If a candidate has a majority vote that person is the next president.  If there is no majority in the house, they continue voting until a majority is reached and the Speacker of the House becomes the temporary president.



4.)
The candidate for president with the most electoral votes, provided that it is an absolute majority (one over half the total), is declared president. (same holds true for vice president)



5.)
At noon, on January 20, the duly elected president and vice president are sworn into office.

Q15:
e.
Problems with the Electoral College –

1.) A president can be elected to office even if it’s not what the people want = have a majority by


popular vote, but win the electoral votes

(transparency)

2.) Electors can’t be punished for being unfaithful to what they have pledged

3.) The system for electing a president if no electoral majority is reached – though democratic

(Wouldn’t a re-election by a direct vote from the people be a safer way to ensure this president was the one that the majority of Americans wanted?)

� Wealthy people


� W/o a Bill of Rights


� Farmers and those working in agriculture – now includes working class


� Middle class


� They incorporate some of the Democratic & republican ideologies


� See page 102 for list


� 21 lobbyists for EACH of the 535 members of Congress


� For contribution limits, see Table 4.9, page 89


� 	See Table 8.3 – page 169


� 	See Figure 8.1 – page 168


� 	Exception: Maine & Nebraska – 2 Electors are chosen by statewide popular vote, and the remainder by the popular vote within each Congressional district.





