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IV. Chapter 4 – Individualized Participation: Voting, Campaigns, and Elections

A.
 Introduction

Q1:
1. Political Participation:  Those political activities pursued by a person or group in order to affect the policies of government and the selection of government officials.
Q2:
2. Two Types of Participation:

a. conventional = legal (Ex. voting, joining a party)

b. unconventional = illegal (Ex. refusing to obey laws, riots)

B. Voting = A(n) act of consent to be governed

1. Why vote?

c. allows you to choose between candidates (Plato - moral basis considerations)

d. provides an opportunity to influence public policies indirectly  (Thomas Paine – a republic)

e. plays a role in self-development  (Plato – political knowledge/awareness)

f. contributes to the continued success of the political system  (Plato/Paine/Madison)

g. gives the political system legitimacy  (Plato – civic morality)

h. promotes stability and obedience to the laws  (Plato – stable community)

2. Benefits voters seek by voting:

a. Material benefits  (Ex. tax cuts)

b. Social  (Ex. working for a common cause with a group)

c. Civic  (Ex.  fulfilling civic duty)

d. Influence policy = government decisions

E. Limits on the Right to Vote

1. Definitions

a. suffrage = the right to vote

b. franchise = the right to vote

c. universal suffrage = the right of ALL citizens to vote

2. History – There have been several restrictions on who had the right to vote:

The original Constitution, Article 1, Section 2, gave the states the right to decide their own voter qualifications & impose their own restrictions.  After the end of the Civil War in 1865, Congress and the federal courts have imposed national standards on state-run elections.  States must now conduct elections without discrimination because of race, creed, color, or sex.

Q3:

A. Constitutional Amendments – the greatest number of amendments deal with voting rights.

Those pertaining to voter qualifications:

	On Matching
	1) The Fifteenth Amendment – (1870) – right to vote extended to black males

	
	2) The Nineteenth Amendment – (1920) – right to vote extended to women

	
	3) The Twenty-Sixth Amendment – (1971) – right to vote lowered to 18 years of age



Those that affected the right to vote:


4) The Seventeenth Amendment – (1913) – gave voters the right to vote for senators directly


5) The Twenty-Second Amendment – (1951) – president can serve only 2 terms


6) The Twenty-Third Amendment – (1961) – D.C. given the right to vote for president


7) The Twenty-Fourth Amendment – (1964) – elimination of the poll tax in national elections

Q4:
Jim Crow laws – Many states developed ways to prevent blacks from voting

a. The poll tax = a fee had to be paid to vote; it discouraged blacks as well as poor whites

b. Literacy Test = to determine a voter’s ability to ready and understand documents

c. Grandfather Clause = if you had voted before 1867, or had a father or grandfather who had been qualified at that time, you did not have to pass a literacy test.

Effect – illiterate whites did not have to take the test, but blacks were denied.

d. White primary = deprived African Americans the right to participate in the Democratic party primary.

Q5:
B. 
Supreme Court Decisions – 

1) Guinn v. the United States (1915) – grandfather clause declared unconstitutional

2) Smith v. Allwright (1944) – white primary violated the 15th Amendment 

3) Harper v. Virginia Board of Elections (1966) – poll taxes unconstitutional in state or local elections

Q6:
C. Congressional Actions –

1) Indian Citizenship Act of 1924 – gave American Indians born in the U.S. American citizenship and the right to vote.

2) Civil Rights Act of 1964 – to eliminate racial discrimination in most areas of life including voter participation.  It prohibited arbitrary discrimination in voter participation and made it more speedy to bring voting right law suits.

3) Voting Rights Act of 1965 – suspended use of literacy tests.  To ensure voting privileges were extended to blacks and that their votes would be counted, the act allowed for federal intervention (called federal registrars) in any state or county where these tests had been used and where less than 50% of eligible voters were registered.

Extensions of this act include:

4) Voting Rights Act of 1970 – residency requirements – prohibited states from disqualifying voters from participation in presidential elections by having a residency requirement more than 30 days.

5) Voting Rights Act of 1975 - #3 and #4 to apply for 7 years and a bilingual ballot was required.

6) Voting Rights Act of 1982 - #3 and #4 apply for 25 years
Q7:
D.  Current Requirements for Voting

1. American Citizen

2. At least 18 years old

3. Residency (usually 30 days in a state)

4. Registered (to avoid fraud – some states allow registration on the day of the election)

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 – “motor voter law” – allows voters to register when applying or renewing their driver’s license.  It also requires states to allow registration by mail.

E. The Great American Voter Turn-Off 

1. Since the 1960’s, voter turnout for presidential elections has declined

2. Half of the eligible voters turn out to vote in presidential elections

3. Approximately 39% of the eligible voters turn out for non-presidential elections

Q8:
4. Reasons for low turnout:

a. Voters don’t register in advance (in some states it is required)

b. Lack of political efficacy – (lack of desired political effects) people feel that their interests are not carried out, that the same groups run the government, no matter who wins, they feel American politics are apathetic towards them.

c. Lack of party competition

d. Voter fatigue = too many elections

e. Lack of interest and information in political participation

F. Determinants of Voting Behavior

1. Age – higher among middle-aged voters

2. Education – high level of education vote more frequently

3. Income – people from higher income families

4. Ethnicity – higher among white voters

5. Religion Protestants tend to vote Republican, Catholics and Jews tend to vote Democratic

G. The Results of the 2000 Presidential Election – (transparency)

	Gender - ?
	Race - ?
	Ideology - ?


Q9:
1. Voter Turnout: The United States v. Other Democracies – higher in other democracies


Reasons: (bottom line = government reliance)

a. The government makes sure all qualified voters are on the voter list

b. Less frequent elections (except Switzerland)

c. Offer more party choices = more competition

d. Major left-wing socialist party – we don’t have one

e. The governments require voting (Austria, Australia, & Italy)

f. Our democracy is based on self-reliance = not to rely on the government

Q10: H. Elections – most frequently held are:

1. Primary – those elections held to select the nominees for a political party


They are conducted by officials of the political parties


Types of Primaries – 

a. Closed – most popular type = voter must register their party preference when they register to vote; you can only vote in that party’s primary

b. Open – you don’t have to register your party preference = a nonpartisan election
c. Blanket – modified form of open primary – least popular = again, you can vote for candidates of different parties, but you are limited to one party nomination per office, Independent voters prefer this type of primary.

d. Dual – In southern state, a candidate must receive 50% +1 vote to be nominated.  If no one receives a majority, a runoff (second primary) is held between the 2 with the most votes.
2. General – next step – after winners selected from the primaries.  They are conducted by state officials.  The voters now vote for an actual winner of each elected office.

3. Special – held to meet special or emergency needs (Ex. ratification of constutional amendments, filling a vacant spot due to death, resignation, or expulsion)

4. Recall – held to force an official out of office.  Steps: petition, certification of signatures, election

Caucus = a closed meeting of party leaders to select party candidates

Conventions = Gathering of delegates who nominate a party’s candidate (1830’s) still used for presidential candidates. 

I. Election Campaigns –

1. Successful campaigns include:

a. compiling mailing lists

b. selecting a campaign theme

c. having a candidate image

d. continually polling the voters

e. television, radio, and newspaper advertising

f. signs, brochures, bumper stickers

g. large-scale capitol – well-financed candidates have a better chance of winning

h. staff (salaries)

i. traveling

Q11: 
2. 
Sources of Campaign Funds:

a. the candidate’s own money

b. contributions by individuals

c. political action committees (PAC) = run by corporations, labor unions, or special interest groups that raise and spend campaign contributions on behalf of candidates or causes.  The number of PACs has increased = more $ to candidates – most given to the campaigns of incumbents. (those already in office)

Q12:
Expenditure is limited per year to PACs and individuals by the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1974.   (transparency)



Hard money = refers to b and c above because the contributions are regulated by law.


Soft money = unlimited & unregulated contributions from corporations, labor unions, and the wealthy given to national party committees.  It was supposed to be used for voter registration drives, but was used to finance advertising that promoted candidates – as now banned contributions to national parties.  Now there is a $10,000 maximum to a candidate, given to a state of local party – other money is to be used for voter registration drives.

Issue ads = advertisements by political parties and interest groups that either praise or criticize a candidate, but can’t directly call for the election or defeat of a specific candidate.  The amended act of 1974 now prohibits the issue ads referring to federal candidates 60 days before an election and 30 days before a primary, UNLESS the ads are paid for with hard money.

Q13: 
J. Presidential Campaign Funds – The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1974 also stated that campaign finances for presidential nominations, presidential general elections, and nominating conventions would come from the taxpayers’ dollars.  They receive money from the Presidential Election Campaign Fund.  (from the income tax return question)



They are distributed under:

1. Primary Matching Payments – available during the nominating season

a) Candidates who raise $5000 in at least 20 states in contributions of no more than $250.00.  They receive public funds to match the first $250.00 of each private contribution they raise during the presidential primary election season up to a predetermined spending ceiling.

b) ONLY contributions from the individuals are match-able.  Candidate must agree to FEC limits on campaign spending (primary & general)

2. General Election Funds

a) Available to the 2 major party presidential nominees during the election.  IF a third-party candidate receives 5% or more of the popular vote, they qualify for a lesser amount of public funding after the election.

b) If they accept the public funds, they man NOT accept contributions from any other source and must limit expenditures to the amount of public funds they receive.  Individuals and organizations can still spend money independent of the two presidential campaigns.


Ex. - Ford & Carter – 1976 – 1st time funds available – each received $21.8 million

3. Party Convention Funds – The presidential nominating conventions are also financed by federal grant.  (the third-party conventions can also receive this if the popular vote in the last election was at least 5%)

Q14:
K. Who Cannot Contribute? (to federal campaigns)

1. people having contracts with the government

2. foreign citizens

3. corporations

4. labor unions

5. national banks

	On Exam
	Cash Contributions cannot exceed more than $100.00 per person

	
	No candidate can accept an anonymous contribution more than $50.00

	
	No one is allowed to make a contribution in another person’s name


L. Campaign Expenditure

Example: 1996 Presidential & Congressional campaigns = $2.2 billion



2000 Presidential & Congressional campaigns = $3 billion

2000 Campaign (transperancy)

� SE Campus: see p. 72, fig. 3.3, “Modes of Political Action”


� 45 years later


� 74 years later


� 96 years later


� If interested in various states, see Table 4.3, page 78-79 – SE Campus


� SE Campus – see Table 4.4, page 80


� SE Campus – See Table 4.6, page 82


� See Table 4.8, p. 85


� Used in Washington, Louisiana, Alaska, & California


� held always on the 1st Tuesday after Monday in November of even-numbered years





