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U.S. Government

I.
American Foreign Policy


A. Introduction



Our relationships with foreign governments have an important influence on our lives in times of 

peace as well as war.  Many of our jobs, general economy, travel immigration, and pollution are 

intertwined with foreign policy: 



We’ll look at what foreign policy is, how it’s made, by whom and some of its history.

Q1:B.
What is foreign policy?



Foreign policy =  formal and informal positions which make up the official policy of the United 

States toward other countries.  These policies are a combination of economic, moral, and military 

factors.

C. Citizen Interest in Politics 

Q2:
1.Unless we are in a war, the majority of Americans haven’t been very interested and/or attentive to 


foreign policy issues.



There are various reasons why:




a. Geography -  our country is geographically removed from much of the world’s problems.




b. During the 20th century, our international borders have remained stable.




c. We had to spend a lot of time developing our own land (i.e. westward movement)



2. For the last 100 years, we have kept the ocean open for commerce and maintained outposts for 


our security.

Q3:
3. America has become a world power AND has also been labeled an isolationist. (by other 


countries and Americans as well) The 19 century events increasing our land & status include:




a. 1803 - We greatly increased our land area with the Louisiana Purchase




b. 1867- added Alaska purchased from Russia




c. 1846 - Expanded our world power status with the Mexican-American War




d. 1895 - Spanish American War
 








e. 1914 - the construction of the Panama Canal opened up a world commerce route




f.  1917 - entered into WWI in Europe and emerging as a major player in the war




With all of these events, America was still able to enjoy a peaceful day to day lifestyle. The Civil 


War has been the most violent event for our country.

Q4:
4. Events that reveal our isolationist’s views:




a. 1916 - Woodrow Wilson, campaigning for his 2nd term, was AGAINST sending troops to 



Europe -  WWI.





b. 1940 - Congress passed a bill favoring the draft by only 1 vote.




c. 1940 - Roosevelt’s campaign was AGAINST sending troops to Europe - WWII.





Wilson’s and Roosevelt’s promises reveal the feeling of most Americans:  wars of the world 



should be none of our business =  an ideology of  isolationism 




d. Charles Lindbergh spoke out against getting involved in “faraway wars with peoples whom we 



know nothing about.”





We entered into WWII only after Japan attacked our naval ships in  Pearl Harbor, Hawaii in 


1942.  For the rest of the war period - til 1945, America did become very involved with foreign 


affairs.  The nation was also staying alert during the Cold War that followed with Russia.




(bomb shelters built, air raid drills, etc)
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Q5:D. Makers of Foreign Policy



1. Formal policy makers -




a. President - chief of foreign policy




b. Secretary of State - conducts relations with other countries




c. National Security Adviser 




d. National Security Council-helps make & coordinate foreign policy




e. Ambassadors




f. CIA, FBI, & other intelligent and investigative agencies




g. Congressional subcommittees and committees have varying degrees of authority over foreign 



affairs:





1.) Senate Armed Services Committee





2.) House National Security Committee





3.) Senate Foreign Relations Committee





4.) House International Relations Committee




h. Senate approves the presidential treaties & appointment of ambassadors.




i. Congress has the authority to appropriate $ which can be used to affect decisions of foreign 



policy.



2. Informal foreign policy makers - 




a. State Dept. - has various “desks” geographically assigned to different parts of the world:





North & South America, Asia. Africa, and Europe - headed by deputy secretaries of state.




b. Foreign service officers - implement, advise, and execute the foreign policies.




c. Career foreign service officials - work in U.S. embassies and assist the ambassadors in advice 



and implementation.


E. Major Foreign Policy Eras -



In order to get a clear picture of the shift from isolationism to the development of American foreign policy, we need to look at the results of WWII and how that affected the conditions and mind-set around the world.
Q6:

Our government’s attention to foreign affairs increased in 1945 -  during & after World War II.  



1. Overview of WWII events:

Q7a:


Foreign policy  =  American Isolationism (Prior to 1942):

 

a. In 1939, Hitler had  invaded and controlled Poland, the Axis Powers had already formed (Italy 



& Japan) and France and England were allies. 


 

b. Germany, angry at the results of WWI,  was ready to expand its borders -  “Lebensraum” for 



its people and economy. At first, their intention was only to relocate Jewish people to Poland, 



also in order to “make room” for their Aryan race.
 


c.  Until 1942 all we had done to help the allies was to let England send ships to us for supplies 



and then Roosevelt would send some of ours to guard them from submarines on their way 



back. 




d. We were aware of stories that not only work camps had been set up for Jews and those 



opposed to Nazism, but concentration camps intended to exterminate these people were either 



being built or were already in use.   




e. After a “tour” was made by some Congressmen of a fake camp,  we did not believe the stories 



of atrocities going on in Germany and Poland. The country still preferred to just get on with 



building our own country. Some groups in American tried to get governmental help to get Jews 



out of Germany, but very little assistance was offered to them.

Q7b:


Foreign policy  =  Hard line/Aggressive:




f. 1942 - With the bombing of Pearl Harbor, we entered the war and  became one of the Allied 



Powers.  Though we lost thousands of men, and the emotional effect on our country was high, 



no fighting was done in our country. 




g. Prior to the war, we had been in an economic depression, but  at the end of the war, our 



country was not only economically sound, but one of the greatest economic expansions in 



history occurred. 
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h.  Much of Europe and other parts of the world were destroyed.  We emerged as the world’s 




greatest power, while England and France were economically devastated.






i.  At that time, we were also the only country to have nuclear weapons. 



2. 
Overview of world situation after WWII events: 





a.  Russia (the Soviet Union), communistic,  had also entered the war on the side of the allies. 





Though they had suffered greatly, also emerged as a great world power.  





b. Soviet troops now occupied much of Eastern Europe.  (Patton) Germany was split into a 





West Germany (democratic) and an East Germany (communistic) - ruled by Russia.





c.  The empires formed by European nations were falling apart:







1.) India-1948- gained independence from England  (Lagaan)







2.) Indonesia - gained independence from the Dutch.







3.) Indo-China - (now known as Vietnam) - ruled by France entered into a war-which we 






entered into later - gained it’s independence







4.) India - 1948 -  after a war between the Hindus and Muslims, a new country, Pakistan,








emerged (Muslim)







5.) Israel - 1948 - became independent from England (it was an “outpost” for them)







6.) China - became communistic and hostile to the U.S.-allied with the Soviet Union 





d. These events have occupied our attention throughout the 20th century.

Q8:


e. Primarily, after the war, the threat of communism dominated American political thought and 





shaped our foreign policy. 



3. America’s foreign policy response -  structured around the “Cold” War - 

Q7c:


a.  Foreign Policy  = Containment - a military AND economic defense against communism.





1.) NATO - (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) - military alliance was formed by the United 




States and our European allies - to contain communism in Western Europe

Q9:



  Intentions:   By giving economic aid to western Europe, the spread of communism would 




be contained from within and without.





2.) SEATO - (Southeast Asian Treaty Organization) - military containment against communism 




in the Pacific region. 





3.) Marshall Plan - 1947 - a proposal made by Secretary of State & WWII general, George C. 




Marshall for a program of American economic aid to reconstruct the economics of Western 




Europe.  




4.)  ANZUS - alliance between Australia, New Zealand, and the U.S.





5.)  1998 - NATO extended into Eastern Europe with the breakup of the Soviet Union





6.) There was also the build-up of nuclear weapons by Russia after the war.



4. The containment policy tested:



a. The U.S. and Korea: In 1950, North Korean troops invaded South Korea. Chinese troops sent 



troops to aid North Korea. U.S. sent troops to aid the South Koreans with the patronage of the 



United Nations.  A truce was devised between the 2 Koreas.  American troops have stayed 



there ever since.  The GOAL:  containment, not all-out war with China.




b. The U.S. and Cuba: The Cuban Missile Crisis - Fidel Castro and his 



communist regime came into power in 1959. Only 90 miles from the U.S., our government was 



very concerned.  In 1962, under Pres. Kennedy, we came very close to a nuclear war with the 
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Soviet Union because they had installed nuclear weapons in Cuba. Soviet warships, carrying 




more missiles to install in Cuba, turned back after we mounted a sea blockade. Eventually, 




the missiles were removed from Cuba and we promised not to invade Cuba. The GOAL: 




containment





c. The U.S. and Indo-China- Vietnam War:  By the mid-1960’s, our aid to France had turned 




into a major military commitment in Vietnam. The French signed a treaty which divided 




Vietnam into 2 parts: the north and the south. We fought with S. Vietnam believing that 





communism did not need to spread there from China & Russia. In 1975 North 





Vietnam overran Saigon. This is an example of how our country can become interested 




and knowledgeable about the policies of our country when it affects us directly.






The war occurred during the terms of Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon. Nixon tried a detente 




with Russia - an easing of strained relations between nations by emphasizing cooperation, 




trade, and arms limitations-but it wasn’t effective.

Q7d:

5. Foreign Policy  = Resurgence of isolationism: 





d. The U.S. and the Middle East: 







1.)  Suez Canal Crisis - 1956:  Egypt blockaded the Suez Canal from our allies - France, 






England,  and Israel.  This canal was vital at the time to their commerce.  They invaded 






Egypt, but we did not help them. Policy = isolationism




e. Eastern Europe:






2.)  Hungarian Revolution - 1956:  Dominated by the Soviet Union, Hungarian 







revolutionaries revolted against themn.  They asked for our help, but we did not help 






them. The government didn’t want to “rock the boat” in regard to the nuclear capability of 






the Soviet Union.  The Hungarian Revolution was put down by Soviet tanks. 








Policy = isolationism


6. Foreign Policy dilemma emerges:





a. Israel & Arab Nations:

Q10:





1.) Six Day War  - 1967:  While the Vietnam War was going on, Israel and its Arab 






neighbors engaged in warfare.   Israel won the Six Day War, but this event made our 






government question one of the previous goals of our foreign policy.  GOAL:  Our foreign 






policy intentions had been to maintain stability in the Middle East.  Problem:  We always 






supported Israel, but by then we had become very dependent upon the oil from many of 






the Middle East countries.  Complicating matters, the Soviet Union had been arming 






several Arab nations in the region. 



7. Balance of Power Foreign Policy: 
Q7e:


Foreign Policy = Balance of Power





a. The breakup of ties between the Soviet Union & China - Early 1970’s:  As the Vietnam 




War ended and the Soviet/China relations were weakening,  Henry Kissinger, National 




Security Adviser for Nixon, saw a possibility that China could be used as leverage against the 




Soviets.  He opened the doors to China and Nixon visited China.  Outcome:  the 





advancement of balance of power design = world powers are kept from going to war against 




one another by balancing one nation against another. (assumption:  wars develop when 




powers are out of balance.
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Since then, we have tried to maintain a balance between China, the U.S., and 





other world powers.




8. Foreign Policy dilemma increases:






a. Yom Kippur War - 1973:  (Nixon) ended with an  Arab oil boycott and a large increase in 






oil prices. We did NOT develop a different policy toward foreign oil imports -- we were not 






any less dependent upon oil imports.  It has increased from the 70’s to the present day.






b. Iran Revolution - 1979:  (Carter) Called Islamic fundamentalism, the revolution resulted in 






an increase in the price of oil and also took hostages at the U.S. Embassy in Iran.







Under the Shah, Iran & the U.S. had a friendly relationship; many U.S. citizens worked in 






Iran in military (training helicopter pilots, etc.)  & oil industries. This ended.






U.S. questions:  Should we have supported the Shah in prior years?  Do we import too much 




oil? Should we have responded more forcefully after our Embassy employees were taken 




hostage?





9. Reagan & American Foreign Policy - 1980 - 1988:  Our foreign policy changed toward 




more defense expenditures and a strong military:  no more containment, the policy became 




aggressive. He demanded the Soviet Union tear down the Berlin Wall (1990), supported 




movements in Central America which he felt would stop the expansion of communism.  Not Q11:



long after he left office, the Soviet empire began to crumble and the Soviet Union itself broke 




apart in 1991.  The Cold War was over.  





10. Bush & American Foreign Policy - 1988 - 1992:

Q12a:




Foreign Policy  =  Hard line/aggressive  







a. The Gulf War -  1991:   Iraq invaded Kuwait.  The U.S. along with our allies intervened 






militarily.  The objectives were:  to push Iraq out of Kuwait to restore it to its previous 






rulers, and to make sure Iraq didn’t continue into Saudi Arabia.







  Even though we won the war, with the patronage of the United Nations, Saddam 






Hussein was still in power. “The debate continues about whether we should have 







removed Hussein from power before declaring victory.”  -- as we know, Bush’s son has 






now done that.







Foreign Policy:  Economic issues are in the forefront more now than ever.





11. Clinton & American Foreigh Policy - 1992 - 1999: 

Q12b:





Foreign Policy  =  Free & Fair trade = economic








a. Free trade policy: Begun under Bush, Clinton wanted to expand free trade to include 






Mexico. NAFTA, North American Free Trade Association, was formed in 1995 and the 






free trade program with Canada, as well as Mexico, was placed under this umbrella. 






(Nontariff barriers to agricultural trade were eliminated as well as the elimination of many 






tariffs.  Result -- increased exports of foods to Canada and Mexico & increased imports of 






foods to the U.S. from Canada & Mexico)  Clinton also tried to include other South 






American nations in this, but Congress refused.
Q12c:





Foreign Policy  =  Peacekeeping








b. Yugoslavian break up -mid-to-late 90’s:  The foreign policy pursued during the war 






with the Serbs, Croats, and Muslims was one of peace-keeping, not to be involved in war.

Q12d:





Foreign Policy  =  Hard line/aggressive




12.  World Terrorism Strikes U.S. -  2001 - George W. Bush:








a. Afghanistan War:  Foreign policy is aggressive against the Taliban.  The Taliban, a 






militant Islamic group that ruled the country, allowed terrorist training under the leadership 






of Osama bin Laden.  The U.S. had constructed a coalition of nations to fight terrorism in 






a variety of ways: economic, military, and political.  A new government had been installed.  






However, the country is still unstable. (i.e. drug warlords)








Bush had stated that the war against terrorism would take many years. Foreign policy 






makers began discussing where and how to fight the war.  The most frequently 







mentioned places were Iraq, Somalia, and the Sudan. 








Bush has continued an agressive foreign policy when entering into conflict with Iraq and 






ousting Saddam Hussein.  
Q13:F. Goals of American Foreign Policy



1. National Interest:  what is “best” for the country - (our vital interests: ex. - oil )




a. territorial security




b. its survival as a political unit




c. preservation of its values and cultural identity


2. National Security: 




a. defending the nation against foreign invasion




b. creating an international climate in which the U.S. can freely govern itself without threat from 



outside


3. Trade Relations:



a.  maintain favorable trade relations worldwide




b.  we have promoted free and fair trade - WTO, World Trade Organization, formed in 1995



4. Human Rights: 



a. civil and political rights - not to be threatened by actions of governments




b. oppressive social and economic conditions - (Carter) - currently U.S.-Chinese human rights 



relations (child labor/prison labor violations)


5. Democracy :



a.  promoting global democracy

Q14:G. Instruments of American Foreign Policy - how to pursue foreign policy goals -



1. Diplomacy: 




a. bilateral diplomacy - 2 states interact with each other to solve common problems.(U.S. & Eng)




b. summit diplomacy - heads of state meet with one another (U.S. and Russia during Cold War)



c. conference diplomacy -  conferencing over an issue-may take a long time -Uruguay Round of 



the GATT - 1986-1994 (General Agreement on Tariffs & Trade) which led to the WTO.


2. Covert Action:  seeks results by altering the internal balance of power in a foreign country



a.  clandestine support for individuals or organizations





b. propaganda involving the use of the media to influence perception of events




c. assassination



3. Economic Power:  




a.  economic embargo - prevents citizens from trading with one or several countries





An embargo was imposed on Iraq by the U.S. in 1991 which was going to be lifted only when 



Iraq would comply with the UN’s terms for dealing with its nuclear power.
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4. Foreign Aid:




a. humanitary aid - Ex. Food for Peace Program-surplus agricultural goods available to foreign 



countries.




b. economic development aid 




c. Foreign Military Sales - the U.S. provides loans for the purchase of U.S. military equipment


H. Democracy and Foreign Policy Making: Are They Compatible?

Q15:
1. Our democratic principles =  from John Locke, the philsopher of the  American Revolution



a. all people are created equal




b. the purpose of government is to safeguard our natural rights




c. the right of government to rule comes from the people




d. the people have the right to change their government


