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U.S. Government

I.  
Chapter 13 - Public Policy


A.
Introduction - 

Q1:

1.
Public policy = the set of declared intentions and corresponding actions our elected officials 




take to meet human needs and to resolve conflicts within society. It often involves taking into 




consideration various choices available to solve a problem or issue, and the final product -- the 




policy -- represents a compromise among competing interests.

Q2:

2. Forms of public policy = laws (referring to court-made), statutes (enacted by legislatures), 



regulations, rules, and legislation

 


3. Policies take form gradually, with large numbers of persons helping to formulate a response to 



a public problem. 




4. Public policy is often expressed only in part by a law, then by a court decision 




interpreting that law, then by a law modifying the court decision, then by an agency 



regulation implementing that law, then by a presidential executive order.




5. There are several areas of policy-making. Ex. - foreign, economic, military, regulatory, taxing, 



spending, public assistance, educational, environmental and entitlement policies.




6. Public policy analysis is one of the areas of study in political science. Like politics, policy 



analysis is the study of power, distributionn and outcome.The political analysts address 




questions such as:  





a. How do problems and issues attract the attention of law makers?





b. Why are some issues addressed while others seem to be ignored?





c. How and when are policy alternatives considered?





d. How do we measure the effect of public policies and by what process do we modify them?


B. 
Public Policy




1. Public policy is actually created by all 3 branches of our government:





a. Legislative branch - through making and passing laws





b. Executive branch - through executive orders and policy initiatives





c. Judicial branch - through judicial review and precedence




2. Public policy is made at all levels of government - Examples:





a. Federal government - regulates foreign trade and domestic spending





b. State governments - create public policies such as speed limits and seat belt laws.





c. Local governments - determine how land will be used, hours public libraries will be open, etc.


C. 
Stages of Public Policy




1. One of the most significant dicoveries that public policy analysts have made is that they found 



that all policy, regardless of the size or scope, evolves over similar stages. 




2. By examining a public policy through this model, they have been able to explain past events,





shed light on current issues, and determine the best course for policy implications of the future. 

Q3:


3. These stages include:




a. Agenda Setting: The problem is brought to the attention of the governmental agency. 




Questions: does the government need to help out, intervene, regulate, or make 




some kind of decision?  Proponents may have been speaking out; at the same time 





opponents of governmental action also get involved at this point. (Ex. - AIDS crisis)





b. Formulation:  After the problem is recognized, the next step is deciding what will be done 




about it?  Who should be involved in the planning and design of the policy? To what level will 




the government be involved?  (Ex.-Texas- the Right to Carry Bill - after it was passed, the 




DPS was charged with formulating a policy to ensure that each bill’s provisions were met - the 




training, licensing, etc.)





c. Adoption:  The costs and funding of the policy are determined, the role of the government 




agency that will be responsible is designated, and any conflicts with existing policies are 




considered.





d. Implementation:  The policy is carried out. When the policy is implemented, the media gets 




involved providing information about it to the public.





e. Evaluation: Periodically policies are evaluated to determine their effectiveness


