Animal Lessons (9.13.04)

We love them when they’re fresh with vigor

Vibrant and electric, an exotic addition to the family

They mean the world, but each day a piece breaks free

Until there is nothing left for us.

Give it a few revolutions of the planet absent

And you’ll be just as apt to let them wilt in a cage

As you were to love them in the first place.

Though you may conceal your heart’s fact, you know -
That poor creature, in its fate parallel to death, is a living lesson.

It sympathizes true conscience, attunes to the nature of suffering…
