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Date 21 September 2004

 Evaluation #  1
Site URL / address: 
http://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/eval.html 
Site name? 
Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators- Critical Evaluation Information
Grade Levels (K-Adult) orientation? 
K-12
Main Idea, Major Points, Topics, presented? 
This site provides techniques for teaching children to evaluate the credibility of Web sources
Curricular Uses? 
Students need to learn how to critically evaluate Web pages for authenticity, applicability, authorship, bias, and general usability as a source of credible information.  This site teaches students some strategies for determining website credibility.
Most valuable links on Home Page? 
Critical evaluation survey links to checklists evaluating website quality
Rating of Design/Feel/Appearance (1 low - 10 high):

8/9
Rating of the Ease of Use of the Site (1 low - 10 high):
 
6
Rating of the Usefulness of the Material (1 low - 10 high)  
9
 Any additional comment (pos or neg)?

Critical Evaluation Links by others are also helpful
Date 21 September 2004

 Evaluation #  2
Site URL / address: 
http://sosig.ac.uk/desire/internet-detective.html 
Site name? 
Internet Detective
Grade Levels (K-Adult) orientation?
K-Adult
Main Idea, Major Points, Topics, presented?
“The Internet offers access to many resources but some of them can be of questionable quality, don't degrade your work by using poor quality information, don't get caught out by citing mis-information, learn how to recognize high quality, information quickly and effectively, improve your Internet information skills.”

Curricular Uses?       A one to two hour tutorial to teach students techniques for evaluating website quality.
Most valuable links on Home Page?
Resources for teachers and trainers link.
Rating of Design/Feel/Appearance (1 low - 10 high):
 
5
Rating of the Ease of Use of the Site (1 low - 10 high):
 
5
Rating of the Usefulness of the Material (1 low - 10 high)  
8/9
 Any additional comment (pos or neg)?

A bare bones site, no ads or fancy graphics but the tutorial is informative
Date 
23 September 2004
 Evaluation #  3
Site URL / address: http://www.cut-the-knot.org/blue/Abacus.shtml 
Site name? 
Abacus in Various Number Systems
Grade Levels (K-Adult) orientation?
K-6
Main Idea, Major Points, Topics, presented?
The history of the Abacus and ancient methods of calculation
Curricular Uses?
Teaching the history of mathmatics
Most valuable links on Home Page?
The Abacus: The Art of Calculating with Beans.
Rating of Design/Feel/Appearance (1 low - 10 high):
 
8
Rating of the Ease of Use of the Site (1 low - 10 high):
 
8
Rating of the Usefulness of the Material (1 low - 10 high)  
8
 Any additional comment (pos or neg)?
provides a good understanding of ancient calculation methods 
Date 
23 September 2004
 Evaluation #  4
Site URL / address: http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/ 
Site name? 
The Presidents of the United States
Grade Levels (K-Adult) orientation?
K-Adult


Main Idea, Major Points, Topics, presented?
Facts about the US Presidents


Curricular Uses?
A good reference tool in gathering facts about the nation’s executive officers
Most valuable links on Home Page?
National Geographic link
Rating of Design/Feel/Appearance (1 low - 10 high):
 
10
Rating of the Ease of Use of the Site (1 low - 10 high):
 
10
Rating of the Usefulness of the Material (1 low - 10 high)  
6/7
 Any additional comment (pos or neg)?

US government 
Date 
23 September
 Evaluation #  5
Site URL / address: http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/lessons/20040920monday.html 
Site name? 
Daily Lesson Plan
Grade Levels (K-Adult) orientation?
6-12
Main Idea, Major Points, Topics, presented?
A lesson plan that teaches older computer users that their uses of the internet are being monitored and that the information being gathered is used to market consumer products according to their age group, demographic, and personal preferences.
Curricular Uses?
Promote awareness of marketing strategies via the internet
Most valuable links on Home Page?
NYtimes
Rating of Design/Feel/Appearance (1 low - 10 high):
 10
Rating of the Ease of Use of the Site (1 low - 10 high):
 10
Rating of the Usefulness of the Material (1 low - 10 high)  8
 Any additional comment (pos or neg)?
this site simply provides lesson plans and is not intended as a tool for students to use
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