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Podcasting is the collection of audio and video files on servers designed to feed the material to the public either through direct downloading or via steaming content on the web.  Podcasts are different from other digital media by its ability to be syndicated (RSS), subscribed to, and downloaded automatically with a specialized reader.  A majority of podcasts are not live, real time feeds, but are collected on sites in episodes where users can listen to them when they want, on or offline.

“What is a  Podcast and How can I Use One?”

Entrepreneurs-Journey.com, Aug. 15, 2005

By Yaro Storak

http://www.entrepreneurs-journey.com/203/what-is-a-podcast/

This article opens with the basic origins and definitions for those unfamiliar with podcasts (like me).  Podcasting is a term combining the familiar “broadcasting” with the “IPod” technology.  The basic format for podcasts uses the MP3.  “MP3 is a popular digital audio encoding and lossy compression format.” (Wikipedia)   This format usually uses a 10:1 compression ratio for audio files yes gives a “faithful” reproduction of the original uncompressed audio.  Most people, myself included, associated MP3’s with music for IPod’s and other digital players, but the possibilities are much greater.  Podcasting is akin to the past’s ham operators with the ability to send their messages around the world via the technology available.  Whereas ham operators messages with live, real time situations, Podcasts are generally stored on a accessible site for retrieval and use at any time.

Podcasting’s big difference is its ability to use RSS (real simple syndication) and content syndication.  No longer do users have to search out specific content/podcasts (episodes) manually, but now have the ability to have the material come to them through RSS subscriptions.  A person instructs their reader as to what to automatically download when new material becomes available and the technology does the work.  The manual search and download option is always available and sometimes preferable for some users.  Then, at your leisure, the files can be listened to on a computer, loaded on a personal player, or deleted.  Two common podcast subscribing tools listed were the popular iTunes and RSSOwl.  I am currently using/exploring the RSSOwl subscription tool.

“Time-shifting is a new term that you might hear now and then associated with podcasts.  To ‘time-shift is to consume content when and where you want to…..”


A difficulty with this new medium (podcasts) is the need for some level of technical ability to be able to satisfactorily record, upload, and find hosting and distribution for their content.  It is very daunting to go beyond the basic voice recording to add music, samples, sound effects, etc. of any kind.


Podcasting, like many new technologies, is an evolving medium giving anyone the ability to have their voice heard over the whole world.  Like minded individuals can reach out and find others of the same ilk for educational or entertainment purposes (and many others).  “It is impacting traditional industries such as journalism, education, and entertainment allowing anyone to freely create and distribute news and media.”  The next logical step in this evolution of this technology appears to be video casting, so the world can see and hear the content from all over the world.  “Reach out and touch someone” has taken on a whole new meaning with these evolving technologies.


Podcasts are the natural extensions of our current internet technologies.  The progressive means of change and adaptation by educators moves at various speeds.  Where once radio, movies, television, and computer education were all seen as the next revolution in education, podcasts could be on the same wave that comes and goes without true critical impact if we do not focus on how our students can use the tool to enhance the way they learn.  I see podcasts as effective ways of presenting information, especially between district/community, amongst staff/administration, staff/students, and between students around the world.  In language arts, podcasts would be an effective means for presenting the writing process from concept development, writing and collaboration, editing, and publishing.  The audio/video possibilities allows students to see and hear their words in action via a new and exciting medium, allow for group dynamics and interaction in production, and give parents a platform to access and view what their children our creating/doing in the classroom.  Unfortunately, not all students take their material home for parents to enjoy.  Podcasts could be used for weekly assignment descriptions, current school events, and/or many of the items currently shared via written notes home or word-of-mouth.  Podcasts are much more personable than the written form alone – allowing for human inflection and feeling to come across with the material.
