BASIC TRAINING DISCIPLESHIP

Spiritual Boot Camp Series

Volume 1:  The Orientation

I.
Introduction


First and foremost, it is important that you understand the primary purpose of BTD and the primary spiritual traits that are imparted into you in order to re-set your "spiritual genetic code." We believe that those who are ordained to complete this training will need some common "foundation stones" to build upon in order to even be positioned to be fully equipped to fulfill their mission on earth. Without this "spiritual DNA," you may be ill equipped or have faulty foundations at best. That will not stand the test of time, not to mention the unrelenting warfare your enemy will bring. Before we go directly into purpose, let us look at a little bit of history.

The below first draft written before entering the New Year 2002 – but leaves off where I pick up entering 2006.

What happened during those mysteriously missing years??  That’s another whole BOOK!!!

History of "Spiritual Boot Camp"

It was in the spring of '91 when the Lord appeared as the "Captain of the Hosts" (leader of God's heavenly and earthly armies) to a well-known seer prophet who was then very active and instrumental in the local congregation I belong. I remember so vividly when one bright Sunday morning my "spiritual grand-dad" (as I refer to him) stood at the front of the congregation and shared the visitation he had early that morning. The Lord (Jesus) told him that our Fellowship had failed in "faith." And that He had come to teach us faith. He said He was going to take us through "Boot Camp." 


The prophetic minister went on to say things like, "...it was going to be tough," "you can scream and holler, you can yell and shout, but just don't get outta line! Don't break rank!" He continued to describe in spirit what the next six months would be like. We were later given the opportunity to take communion around what God wanted to do with us corporately. Through further interpretation and explanation by our pastoral leadership of what was communicated in the visitation, we understood what this meant. Each of us (individually) could count the costs for voluntarily submitting ourselves to the Lord's disciplined training in the Spirit so that we could stand in the fight that our congregation was called to in that season.


I eagerly (and immaturely) took communion and was excited to enter this "Spiritual Boot Camp."  But the spiritual novelty of it all quickly evaporated as spiritual reality began to set in abruptly. Soon I found myself struggling against “contrary winds” that challenged my direction in life, my perceived purpose, even my very faith.


It felt like "hell." It was the single most discouraging season I had experienced up till that time in my zealous walk with the Lord! I experienced emotional and psychological "warfare" for the first time of that magnitude. (It was nothing compared to what I fight against now, but then it was the fight of my life!) This "Boot Camp" experience was nothing like I had fantasized. ...But I did learn faith! Therefore I "graduated."


From that point till this day, God (especially the Holy Spirit) relates to me much of the time in a military genre. In the early days, it was quite extreme (it may have seemed to some others). I dressed in military colors; I processed things spiritually as it related to the army of God, etc. It was all "scriptural," but it was quite an extreme focus on the militant aspects of our purpose as the Body of Christ on earth. It was in the season immediately after my personal Boot Camp experience when my God communicated to me that just as the Holy Spirit took me through an extraordinarily intense season of preparation He called Boot Camp, so will I have the opportunity to lead others through it as well. 

I immediately assumed that I would be a "General" (at least 1-star) in God's army before He used me this way. Wrong! I was only a Corporal who had since gone through two (2) other very real, personally designed, intense training seasons with the Holy Spirit and His angels.  


During my Spiritual Ranger (Special Forces) Training I had 2 near-death experiences. One in Phase 2 during a mission I had in Tulsa; the other a few weeks later in Phase 3 in Kansas City. Both were "Code Blue" situations where I had no pulse, "dead" for just a little while. Medication was not working, but the prayers of a few saints did! In Tulsa, I was unconscious for about a day, awakening to a breathing machine that was keeping me alive. Nevertheless, I was miraculously able to be released within 3 days of the Code Blue. 


It's interesting that I always remember my chief attacker down there in Tulsa as an afterthought: A seemingly higher level demonic spirit met us (my best friend and I) as we entered the city limits in a thick fog. It appeared on horseback directly in front of his vehicle, gave a mean stare, and quickly darted off.


What I do remember very well is how I felt at the end of Ranger Training. I didn't know if I had successfully completed it or failed miserably. The Lord came in a dream and promoted me from Private 1st-Class (earned in Boot Camp) to Corporal. I was actually surprised! I knew I had passed by the skin of my teeth!


Shortly after this was when He revealed some spiritual and practical ideas about assisting the Holy Spirit (and cooperating with the angels) in a divinely orchestrated intense discipleship period for others called "Spiritual Boot Camp."


My plan was to "experiment" with a new friend of mine. He was a relatively new believer who had a history in fantasy role-playing (on the other side). I felt he would be able to relate with "living" this training 24/7. Dungeons & Dragons was (and still is) only a counterfeit that attempts to train people in the occult. The real thing in the Kingdom of Light, is Holy Spirit, angelically assisted spiritual training in which the Believer is “baptized” into the reality of the spirit realm and transformed from a spiritual "civilian" or prisoner-of-war into a lean, mean, fighting machine that a spiritual soldier is to be.


My young friend leaked the information about the tentative training, and soon there were 3 others who showed strong interest. In spite of my attempts to discourage them with the reality of it "not being fun," it not being "a game," it being probably the most challenging, difficult (and possible unpleasant) time of their young spiritual lives, etc., they still wanted it. I tried to weed each one out individually, but evidently, the Holy Spirit was calling them to "enlist" in Basic Training (BT). 


I finally agreed with Him to train them as a small group with weekly meetings, etc. I began to seek Him for the details so I could develop the "program" (though it's not a program). To my fright, He just gave me the date it was to start -- period! I didn't have a say in the matter. I was not "ready." The date He gave was less than a couple weeks away. I was given instructions on how to lead the group on a "need to know" basis only. I had to hear from God (the best I could) and follow His precise instructions day-by-day, week-by-week, for the duration of the six (6) month, 3-phase training period.


It was the most remarkable season I've ever had! The good, the bad, and the ugly happened, but we saw progress and good fruit from some who had never been so positively affected in the church. Others would call some of them "hard cases," but they only needed something that challenged their intense personalities. They needed someone in their face - with power demonstrations to back the authority of a leader. I was a young lion. Though inexperienced in many areas and very naive in others, God used me to help change some lives. My life was probably changed more than all of them put together! 


The initial four college aged young adults (plus a parent of one of the BT students) all completed the 6 months of intense training. Not all "graduated" on time, but all saw tremendous spiritual progress. The one who did not graduate was at times the better, more focused, more extreme student. The Lord came in a dream before the start date and told me His will concerning him. He told me that this young man was not quite ready for Spiritual Boot Camp, but it was ordained that He take part. So I knew he might have a rougher time than the others, but I knew it was God's will for him to be involved. It was better for him to be "baptized" into this intense life in the Spirit (& spirit realm), than to be left "out there" with no hope of his high calling. Even though he was my most challenging recruit, I believe his potential is much higher than the average zealous believer. Many times, the higher the call, the more demonic opposition a person suffers before they are birthed in a true sense of their calling in life. Satan's army attempts to abort the birthing of a new ministry/minister (servant) who moves in the power of God with wisdom and character.


I look back with fondness of what I believe was a successful first run of Basic Training Discipleship - old school style. That season of BT would grow from 5 students in the first “class” to over 30 in the following session. About half of these were much more committed than the other half (because of living situations, personal responsibilities that diminished their time availability, etc.) This group ranged from young adult to middle-aged, single, married, divorced, various racial, cultural and religious backgrounds, etc. Unfortunately, my 3 primary graduates were burnt out, so I had no helpers to help me train this mass of recruits. God's plan was to have at least 3 "squad leaders" who would be primarily responsible for a few others. I would handle whatever they could not. And I would continue the Squad Leaders’ training in "Advanced Individual Training" (AIT) to better fine-tune their gifts and further develop them as leaders. A great plan - a "God-idea" - that never happened. Instead I was overwhelmed. I continued to rise to the demand and I saw more supernatural ministry than I ever had. "Revival-type" activity was occurring among some of the more committed ones. Angelic visitations, trances, visions, drunkenness in the Spirit, prophetic dreams, deliverance from the demonic, miraculous healings, etc... along with "persecutions." (There were also demonic "visitations" with deceptive messages to prophetically gifted baby Christians who didn’t know enough of the Word of God to be able to discern the deception.) ……

…So there was false accusation, "control" spirits, etc. constantly interfering with my mission to deliver people from bondages and deepen their walk with God through intimacy with Him.


Actually, it was my naivety, spiritual immaturity and lack of wisdom (that young leaders desperately need) that finally opened the door wide for the enemy to take advantage. And he did! 


Some may disagree, but I say, "I rose to the level of my incompetence." I was somewhat in over my head - not in being an effective disciple-maker, but in avoiding some of the schemes of the enemy. Be this as it was, I was still smack-dab in the middle of God's perfect will, doing my best, and with good motives. My failure to take the precautions necessary to avoid some of the traps set for me cost me and some others great pain. By God's clear instructions, I didn't defend myself when certain accusations arose. Some were embarrassingly true, some were facts told in a deceptive context, others were outright lies; but this all goes with the territory when you are on the front lines. 


I repented of all wrongs we could identify. I learned a lot about the emotional and psychological dynamics of the opposite sex when in ministry situations and relationships that can bring unhealthy emotional attachments and infatuation. It was a tremendous experience, but tremendously painful at the end to see the sheep get scattered when the shepherd was struck. The fallout from slander or character assassination can be devastating -- especially to a leader with a shepherd's heart. To see young lambs who were previously protected in your care, later be ravaged by the enemy because of being separated from you, is not a fun thing to watch. 


I was submitted to leaders so I obeyed them when they counseled to temporarily discontinue BT after the 2nd session of larger group training was finished. I had my first "sabbatical" year from church ministry. This was when I made the BT Manual available to a more mature group of friends who, without my personal leadership, completed a training season with the Holy Spirit individually like I did. By God's leading, I was more undercover and underground with the military reality of my call. This was just another season that the Holy Spirit took me through – all by His design. After that year, things changed again. My training continued in other ministry contexts at our Fellowship. It required a much higher level of maturity and eventually more governmental authority in our local church setting. BTD had been pushed underground like a seed - to "die" for a season, later to spring forth in a new form that was to be easily modeled by skillful small group leaders and duplicable so that multiplication would be the result of leading a BT Squad.


After a few years had passed since the sabbatical in 1994, the Lord instructed me to have the first working model of a prototype of the new Basic Training Discipleship by the year 2000. It was to be complete with a well done, but simplified BT Manual, along with a 12-tape audio series to accompany it. The manual was not to be used without the accompanying instructional teaching cassettes. The Lord told me something during His communication of these instructions that unquestionably led me to believe that the BT Discipleship System would be used around the world. This doesn't mean that it would be a "best-seller," it simply means that it would have widespread use in other geographic cultures. How numerically popular it would've been, who can say. But, I definitely wasn't limiting God in my mind.


Well, guess what? I failed to complete that mission. I did not have it ready. There were many reasons, but no excuses - as I like to say when I fail to do what I'm told. This failure may have cost others and me much. I will find out at the judgment seat of Christ.


Good news, though. I believe I have learned immensely from my past failures. I am aggressively obeying the revelation of His will concerning the preparation and production of the new Spiritual Boot Camp Series. During an extended time of desperately seeking God, pressing in to Him for clarity of new direction and specific instructions for a new season, I found myself letting go of any previous assumptions I had carried into this season. It was difficult and painful because it was accompanied by so many other, life-altering hard decisions, very unexpected disappointments, life-thrown "curve balls," spiritual, emotional and psychological warfare, and a host of other obstacles that are not worth mentioning. You get the point. Not a fun time. My natural circumstances were, without a doubt, worse (by man's standards) than they had ever been. Yet God managed to show me more miraculous intervention on the highest level I had ever seen. But, this did not comfort my desperate soul much at all. I needed to see the full manifestation of His perfect will in my life. And I was tired of unfulfilled expectations, undelivered promises, unanswered prayers and "hope deferred!" 


This desperation has pushed me into the most focused time of prayer and fasting I've ever had. Ironically, with all the undesirable circumstances that surround me while I prepare Volume One, I am unquestionably in the best spiritual condition I've ever been when we throw the maturity factor in. I am coming out of a war-torn place in the Spirit with plenty of visible and invisible battle scars, but I am spiritually healthy and becoming healthier by the day. Jesus, the Master Psychologist, continually shows me another layer of myself, and I am faced with dealing with it forthrightly, no matter what the cost. This has been extremely challenging, but extraordinarily rewarding - spiritually. 


Recently, I had an experience in my sanctuary at home that detailed some instructions for the season I'm entering now (near New Year's Day 2002). His instructions with the visual revelation of His will that came as I lay there on the floor involved completing the first manuscripts of 12 "segments" of printed material. Finishing the project on time is more important than it being as complete, thorough and excellent as I would prefer it be. I was warned not to be distracted with "perfectionism." 


After the revelation came, I was even more frustrated because God still did not reveal to me wisdom on what I thought was my most urgent need - adequate income to live! Obeying just what He showed me without adding something else threatens to cost me everything, or at least put everything in my life in jeopardy. But if I falter during this biggest test of my life, it could cost me the success of the most important mission to date and I'm sure much eternal reward, not to mention my disobedience being the cause of many to suffer because of their need to be equipped by the Holy Spirit using this system. I am faced with the temptation to compromise what I heard in order to save my own hyde. My right decision (and His guidance, perhaps with supernatural intervention) may be the only thing that will allow me to accomplish this task in the timing He gave. Time and money is what I need. If He brings the money, the money will buy my time. Time will tell if the money came in time!


I am about to enter into another season of focused training. I'm calling it the "general's boot camp" - just between God and I. [This application is now known as FOTC: Field Officers Training Corp.]  I have ascended through the ranks, from buck Private to Brigadier General, with each promotion coming through supernatural means. I don't accept "prophetic words of 'promotion'" as a confirmation of spiritual promotion in military ranking. Jesus or angels have always come in dreams or at meetings at my "adopted" spiritual father's house. He is the only mature apostolic seer prophet whom I would expect God to use confirming rank promotions. Of course, my expectations mean nothing. He did use one other individual once. But with each human confirmation, there were the unknown details of the exact rank of promotion along with the appearance of the Lord or an angelic messenger to the one God used to speak the confirmed promotion.


Get this: In my peak growing stages through my individual real-life, military-like training with Holy Spirit, I have been promoted as many as five (5) times in one calendar year! (...Only once though - and looking back, I still don't know how!)   Usually I averaged 2 promotions per year, since the beginning of my "spiritual military career" in 1991. I moved through the ranks relatively quickly because of my "heart," my effort, my sacrifice of much money, comfort and the things in life most people take for granted (which in turn freed up more time for spiritual disciplines. My extreme focus and undivided attention on spiritual things concerning my life with God and my purpose on the earth was key. Yes, my diligence and my non-quitting, no-excuse mentality allowed me to continue onward and upward even when it seemed to me I was failing. But, a major factor in addition to those things was the fact that I was not a "new believer" when I entered Boot Camp as a buck Private. I had many years of fervent spiritual growth. I had already consumed a wealth of solid teaching from what many would say are some of the best in the Body of Christ. My habits of spiritual disciplines were quite extravagant for many years before I entered my personal Boot Camp, so I did not enter as what some would call a "baby Christian." This, I believe, was a huge factor in my ability to climb the spiritual chain of command in the manner which I did. But that rapid ascent quickly came to an end with my promotion to Brig-Gen nearly four years before this writing!


What happened?? Beats me! I guess that's what happened! I let something or someone beat me - maybe. Or maybe at this level, I hit the wall of where I really am. I am no longer playing "catch up" to the spiritual rank that more adequately identifies my spiritual maturity and ability to handle the responsibility that goes with that level of authority (which could be a growing child in God’s eyes). I seem to have been doing the opposite the past few years -- trying to live up to my "spiritual age" instead of wanting to escape from the pressure by regressing into acting like a spiritual adolescent! When I was at the point of dying the most to my own self will, my "flesh" was kicking and screaming, almost rebelling at the submission to me finally living 100% of what I know.


But the best news of all: I've been in personal "revival" since July 11, 2000. Even since then, I've had incredible ups and downs, totally uncharacteristic of my past. The last 3 years have been, by far, my most challenging years with the greatest amount of what I would call "defeats." My opinion is that I lost more battles during this time than all my previous years of fervency with God combined. We're talking nearly 20 years! That gives you an idea of the season I am coming out of -- alive! So the lack of promotion doesn't disturb me as much as the thought of me not living up to the level in the Spirit that I'm capable of. 


In 1996, after a "visitation" that lasted nearly 2 weeks, I "came off that mountain" running into "a valley" to save the physical and spiritual life of a loved one. In doing so, I found myself in reputation-threatening situations of the riskiest kind. My heart and my motives were at an all-time high in that I was willing to risk everything that was important to me at that time to keep someone on the earth so they'd have a chance to fulfill their purpose. God covered and protected me, to His glory alone. After some angels came and got me out of the most compromising situation I had ever been in, the Father had a good talk with me. In this communication, which was some of the clearest I've had, He told me that from that point on (Summer of '96), I had only one sin as far as He was concerned. That was living less than 100% of what I know. Practically speaking, my chief sin is doing anything I know not to do, or not doing something I know I should do. Only a more mature Christian would understand this statement because of all the inherent traps of "never measuring up to that standard." It takes a balanced understanding of Scripture and a mature personal relationship with God that yields a continual knowledge of exactly what He expects of you in any given season. 

So, a habitual lifestyle of always trying to walk in all (or the majority) of truth that one knows is not at all out of reach. It has just been particularly difficult for me because I have been so fortunate (blessed by God) to have had such an extreme wealth of knowledge and wisdom given me even in early years with God. That mixed with the fact that "teachers" are even more accountable to the truths they teach resulted in me being between a Rock and a hard place. 


I'm still in that hard place, but I am making more progress than ever. And the struggle I have had with my own self has been more challenging than my fight against the enemy in many cases, not to mention "wrestling with God!" At any rate, I am victorious in my fight. Though I have lost many small battles along the way, I have never seemed to lose a "war." This time will be no different, except the stakes are so much higher and the spoils so much greater! Hallelujah! Since quitting is not an option for me, it's only a matter of time when I show forth the fruit of a 100% life. This is my New Year's gift to my Father, and my late Christmas gift to Jesus. My daily life of biblical celibacy since 1989 is my daily gift to my closest Friend, Holy Spirit.


Between all of us and the angels who help me, I hope - by the grace and power of God - that I can please God more this year than all my other years combined. This would be a dream come true for me. And I'm convinced that I will be a catalyst for countless others who press their way into extravagant worship, pleasing the Lord in ways that very few are willing to pay the price for.


So, the history of this "brand" of Spiritual Boot Camp is really the testimony of my personal journey with Holy Spirit as my Teacher, Trainer, Tutor and Mentor, using me to deliver and disciple others as He instructs. Whether the training is designed for beginners, or the more mature (who could handle Special Operations training), it's all the same Spirit and done for the same overall purpose. . . . .

