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The Reality of Truth

For far too long the church has made it difficult for the "unchurched" to understand God's ways and His ways of doing things. We have required them to jump through our earthly cultural hoops and narrow expressions of God's vastly diverse heavenly culture. If we were "conservative," we spoke a conservative language, even though we were speaking to a radical culture. If we were "intellectual," we spoke as an intellectual, even though we were trying to reach an intelligent, though extremely creative community. Some of us even grew up in the church, or at least in "religion," and spoke ‘Christianese.’ We expected the world to understand our religious lingo. Probably worst of all, some of us spoke with a Shakespearean dialect that sounded poetic, but defeated the purpose of communicating Truth so the hearer could understand it!

BASIC TRAINING DISCIPLESHIP in all its forms will aim to allow Christ, the Father and His Holy Spirit to be Themselves through our human team. This means Jesus will continue being the same yesterday, today and forever. When He was living here before His ascension, He strove to break through all the human dividers we use to separate ourselves from each other. And, He will continue to do the same through us. Man-made barriers like religious background, ethnicity, nationality, culture, social or political class, gender, generation, physical or mental health, etc. were never respected by Jesus. He intentionally broke through them all at the expense of being misunderstood. His priorities were in divine order. So are ours.


Some of you might think this material will sound too untraditional, too unconventional, too unreligious, too informal, too mystical, too new age, or too worldly. Too bad! If you are already so  woven into Christian culture that you are uncomfortable with anything that even sounds different, then you should be well versed enough to translate what we are communicating into a thought version more compatible to your comfort zone. Our primary audience, however, may not have that option. But, fortunately for you, this slight inconvenience can serve as your much needed introductory training on how to communicate with those whom we are called to reach and disciples. 

This first draft of BASIC TRAINING will be a very incomplete, unpolished, multi-cultural expression of spiritual thoughts put into spiritual words to communicate spiritual reality commonly known as Truth. Remember, the object of the game is to help someone know and understand the truth so that they can act upon it. “Walking” (living) in truth is not optional for those desiring freedom and protection from the enemy. It is only the truth that you know and act upon that sets you free (saves and delivers you from hindrances). Truth by itself - just being truth alone - sets no one free, or we'd all be free, because Truth has been openly revealed to all mankind. All mankind is not free, however, because we do not all know and walk in that truth.

So, brace yourself! One moment we may express Truth scholarly and theologically; and the next moment we may hit you with the punch line in hip-hop slang. So, you say you don't understand that lingo? Good! Then you'll taste a tiny bit of what it feels like for others when they enter your circle of strange-talking religious friends. You will at least understand what we're trying to say. They typically have no idea what you're talkin' 'bout.


So, since we preach Truth, which is “spiritual reality,” we will be real. We will be ourselves. We will not adapt our materials to anything or anybody except the Holy Spirit’s direction. I'll let Jesus be Himself through me and speak as He does however He chooses, to whomever He chooses. Everyone is loved and greatly esteemed by Him. They must not only be welcomed into God's Kingdom, but they should be shown the Truth the way He really Is. He Is “I AM” to everyone! The truth is that they belong herein with Him as much as we do. This is their home, their inheritance, their destiny, as much as ours. And they should be made to feel at home like blood family, not like strangers or foreigners.


Later, there will be several versions of BASIC TRAINING -- one for unchurched non-Christians, another for unchurched "Born-again Believers," one for Christians who are "churched," and still another for those who really understand our "spiritual" (or religious) language – even to a handicap. But, for now, since the church needs badly to learn how to relate to those outside the stale walls of religion, please let this exposure be a beginning lesson to you on how to do just that. Get used to it! The language and communication style of this work will change constantly and sometimes drastically - without warning. Don't worry, it's not a sin to speak the language of the people you are speaking to. . .

Jesus does it all the time.

…And so will you if you care that they understand!
