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A simple, unadorned spacecraft docked in the royal hangar.  Four uniformed men walked down the gangplank onto the hangar floor.  They snapped to attention.  Their grey uniforms were adorned with their personal colors.  A man stood in front of them.  He smiled.  He was glad to see these four men here.  They hadn’t seen each other in many years.  He waved his hand and they each relaxed. “It’s so good to see you here.” The man addressed the uniformed men.


“Prince Endymion, we are now, as we were, at your service.” The first man kneeled.  His comrades followed in suit.


“Jadeite, please, stand up, my friend.”  The blond man stood up slowly.  “The same goes for all of you.  We are all equals.”  The others stood up.  He embraced Jadeite and the others.  The five of them left the walkway and entered a conference room so they could catch up on lost time.


It was a clear, beautiful night on the moon.  Many people were gathered at the palace of Queen Serenity for a ball.  They were gathered to celebrate the betrothal of Prince Endymion of Earth and Usagi, Queen Serenity’s daughter.  Serenity, Usagi, and Endymion were standing before those gathered there.  Endymion stepped forward to address them. 
“In addition to this joyful news, I have a presentation to make of my own.  Four of my closest friends have come to the moon to witness this event.  Nephrite, Zoicite, and Kunzite of Earth, if you would please come forward.”  Nephrite stood up first and brushed back his long brown hair and walked beside Endymion.  Zoicite and Kunzite stood up together and stood beside Nephrite.  “I'd like to make a special introduction of the next guest.  He is from the world known as Darkstar.”  Murmurs broke out amongst the elder nobles and learned scholars.  “He hopes that by coming here to serve us, he can improve diplomatic relations between us and his home world.  Jadeite, please come forward.”  Jadeite stood up.  Unlike his companions, he chose the uniform of his home world.  His white uniform was lined with grey.  His white cape flowed slightly as he walked forward.  He came and stood beside his old friend.  As he looked out, he noticed a girl in a red dress.  His blue eyes caught her deep violet eyes.  


“I give you my Four Generals,” Endymion announced.  Jadeite smiled at the girl as the crowd clapped.  The four of them were given their leave and they began to mingle.  Jadeite had lost track of the girl, but soon caught a glimpse of her long black hair.  Endymion had the orchestra play a waltz, and took his beloved on the floor.  The duo danced with grace and they were dancing alone on the floor.  As soon as the waltz finished, everyone applauded.  Endymion and Usagi, who were caught up in the moment, hadn’t noticed they had been dancing alone.  Usagi began to blush slightly.  The orchestra began another dance.  Jadeite had lost the girl in the red dress again.  He spotted her sitting in a chair against the wall.  He approached her.  He bowed before her.


“M’lady, would you care to dance?” He held his gloved hand out to her.  Rei was startled and turned to see the same blue eyes she saw earlier.  She smiled.


“But we haven’t been introduced, yet,” she added playfully.


“You are Rei, the Princess of Mars, right?”


“Who told you?”


“You did.”  He smiled innocently as she sat there confused.  “Well, would you like to dance?”  Rei placed her hand in his and they took to the dance floor.  Everyone in the room was preparing to begin the Moon Dance, a waltz local to the Moon Kingdom.


“Do you know this dance?” Rei asked.


“We shall see.”  Jadeite smiled innocently again.  As the dance began, Rei found that he knew the dance better than most of the gentlemen present.  Slowly, but steadily, couples stopped to watch the newcomer from Darkstar and the Princess of Mars as they danced.  Even Endymion and Usagi stopped to watch the couple.  Jadeite and Rei danced with surprising grace and compatibility.  The song stopped.  Jadeite bowed, took her hand, and kissed it.  Rei blushed and smiled sheepishly.  Jadeite smiled his smile and began to make his way to the balcony amid good-natured laughter and applause.  Jadeite walked out on the balcony and leaned his arms on the rail.  He gazed out into the night.  Earth was rising on the horizon.  So this is where my master comes from, he thought.  What a beautiful, green place it must be.  I only hope that while I’m here I can find out a way to heal my own world.  A sound behind him brought him back into reality.  He closed his eyes and saw who it was in his mind.  He felt Rei coming up behind him.


“Good evening, m’lady.”


“How did you know I was here?”  She was dumbfounded.


“I have my ways.”  He turned and smiled.  “Shouldn’t you be in there?”


“Shouldn’t you?”  She retorted.  Rei let a little smile peek out.


“I don’t fit in with them.  You all belong in this system.  I am an outsider here.”  He turned and gazed again into the night sky.  “Somewhere out there, the star my world orbits glows with a dark light.  My world suffers because long ago, a dark sorceress flung my world and its star into the Negaverse.  I am trying to find a way to save my world.”  He looked into Rei’s eyes and saw the genuine concern in her eyes.  He was touched.  “Do not worry yourself about my little world.  Come here, let me show Darkstar to you.”  He took Rei by the hand and led her to the railing.  He lifted her chin slightly and pointed over a bright red star.  “Look over that red star there.”


“That ‘star’ is my planet.”


“Oh, is it?  Well then, look there above Mars.”


“I don’t see anything but space.”


“That is because you cannot see it with your eyes.”


“Then how do yo-”


“Shhh.  Now close your eyes and picture your Mars.”  He placed his hands over hers.  A white light formed around their hands.  Rei felt a strange energy rush over her.  She saw a dark star with a small grey planet orbiting around it.  Despite its darkness it glowed.


“It seemed so sad, but still very beautiful.”


“My world used to be a green place much like Earth.  My grandfather remembers the way it used to be, but my father and I were born in the Grey Age.”  He shook the memory of his world out of his mind and broke the connection between him and Rei.  “Ever since I have come to this system I have been amazed again and again by...” He trailed off as he looked into Rei’s deep violet eyes.  “...its beauty.”  They stood there for what seemed an eternity just gazing into each other’s eyes.  Jadeite began to blush.  He turned away and began to walk off.  Rei was too lost in the moment to do anything but watch him blankly.  An attendant came through the outer doors.


“Princess, where is Jadeite?  I thought I saw him out here.”


“He left.”  She replied in a lost voice.


“Well, never mind. Usagi is asking for you.”


“Hmm?  What?  Oh, yes.  Right away.  Lead on.”  The attendant led the way back into the ballroom.


Jadeite stood outside the palace and looked up at Mars shining bright and red in the distance.  He would have to visit this place that produced such a beautiful lady.  He turned and looked at the palace once more.  ‘No,’ he thought, ‘I can’t.  I cannot allow myself to get close to her.  If it happens again, no one can get close.  I don’t want to hurt anyone.  Not again.’  He turned and walked down the drive.  His white cloak blew back in the wind.  A mist closed around him.  He disappeared into the night.


“Where have you been? Hmmm?”  Usagi poked mischievously at Rei.  “What were you doing with our foreign guest?”


“Talking.”


“Oh, where I come from it’s called ‘getting to know one another,’ but some people call it-”


“We were just talking!!!”  Rei hissed at her friend.


“Oh, sorry.”


“Where’s Mamoru?  I want to talk to him.”


“He’s over there somewhere talking to Nephrite.”


“Thank you.”  Rei looked around for a minute and spotted Mamoru and the new general.  She made her way over to the duo.  “Mamoru, can I talk to you for a minute?”


“Yeah, what’s up?”


“In private?”


“I guess.  Excuse me Nephrite.”


“Of course, m’lord.”  Nephrite bowed his head and went off.


“What’s up?”  Mamoru stood and faced his beloved’s friend.


“Who is that Jadeite guy?”


“You mean the one who swept you off your feet?”  Rei blushed a little.


“Yeah, I mean, who is he?  Who does he think he is?  What is he doing?”


“I wish I knew.  All I know is I trust him completely.”


“You’re telling me that you don’t know anything about him, but you trust him?”


“The short answer is yes.”


“What?!”


“He saved my life many times.  That’s all I need to know.  Now if you’ll excuse me, I have people I need to talk to.  I’m sorry I couldn’t help much.”  He walked off in Usagi’s direction.  Rei stood there for a little while and headed for the refreshment table.  She was sipping on a glass of punch when Setsuna walked up to her.


“Where has Jadeite gone?”


“Why do you want to know?”


“There is a matter of great importance that I must discuss with him.”


“I’m sorry, but I don’t know where he is.”


“Yes.  I know.”  She walked off and out the doors.


“What was that supposed to mean?”  Rei asked herself as she finished off the punch.  She placed the glass on a waiter’s tray and rejoined her friends.


Jadeite wandered the paths of the Royal Moon Gardens aimlessly, trying to sort out his feelings.  He stopped at a bench and sat down.  He leaned his head back and closed his eyes.  “Greetings Setsuna.  How long have you been following me?”  Sailor Pluto stood there astonished.


“How did you know my name?”


“You told me.”


“Ah, I see now.  Telepathy.  It must be tremendously powerful to be able to pierce my mind.”


“No, not really.  Just different.  What is it you wanted, Mistress of Time?”


“You do realize you are going to fall.”


“Strange.  A robed man, a self-proclaimed prophet on my home world, said the same thing.  It was weird.  He seemed oddly familiar.  But I don’t think so.  I feel too good right now to even think about worse times.  Here’s a question for you: If you know all you claim to know, why didn’t you know I read your mind to find out your name?”  Jadeite smiled as Setsuna stood there not answering.  “I have to go now.  I have some things to do.”


“Be wary, Star Strider.  Love does strange things to your kind.”


“Oh really?”  He chuckled.  He opened a portal and teleported off the moon, leaving Setsuna standing alone, grasping the Key of Time tightly.


“What are you searching for, Star Strider?”


Ami sat at a table in the Royal Library.  She was pouring over some old texts.  “I know it’s in here somewhere...” She kept looking over the texts.  The language was a dead one and she was having trouble translating the texts.


“What are you searching for?”


“Who?!”  Ami reeled around in her chair.  She saw Jadeite in his grey uniform reading over her shoulder.  “You scared me, Jadeite.  I’m trying to see how much of this I can translate.  I recently found a template, a Rosetta Stone of sorts, for this language.  These texts are incredibly ancient.”


“I know.  Let me see...  ‘And lo those of the Dark Moon betrayed the great Moon Family.  The vile traitors assaulted the Moon in a horrific battle.  This battle, known as the First Betrayal cost many lives of the Loyalists.  The Moon Family was forced to flee to the uninhabited green planet, Earth.  King Requiem scoured the new planet for the legendary Imperium Silver Crystal.  He found it after great length and returned in glory to the Moon.’  That’s all that’s on this page.”


“But how did you translate it so easily?”


“It’s written in my native tongue.  You see, when the Negamoon Family was banished from this universe after the Battle of Unnumbered Tears, the Moon Kingdom decreed that the native language of the Moon would now be used in all worlds of this universe, instead of the Old Tongue, which my people still use today.  They abandoned the Old Way.  It was the Way of the Traitors.  My ancestors were the Old Negamoon family.  Some of us broke away from our traitorous cousins, and settled the planet of Whitestar.  But of course, our cousins wouldn’t let us try to come back to the Moon family and attacked us.  They flung us right back into the Negaverse with them.  Let me know if you need any more of those dusty things translated.”  He leaned back up and walked towards another row of books.  Ami got up to follow him.  She wanted to ask him something.  She turned to the row he walked into and he was gone.  She looked everywhere nearby, but Jadeite had disappeared.  She spotted some movement.  She looked and saw Zoicite standing and looking out a bay window.  He had a copy of her favorite book of poems and was reading it.  She walked over to him and they started to talk.


Jadeite sat in the palace’s observatory.  He sat in the seat of the telescope staring at nothing.  He missed his home.  It was a sad, grey world, but it was all he knew.  He sighed.  He looked into the scope again.  The small red planet seemed to glow with the same glow and fire the he had seen in that girl’s eyes so many nights ago.


“I’ve come all this way and for what?  Oh how I miss home.”  He wheeled the chair around and stood up.  He looked around again.  As he turned to the door it opened.  Princess Usagi walked in.  Jadeite knelt.  “Good evening, your highness.”


“Oh stand up Jadeite.”  Usagi giggled a little.  Not even Mamoru knelt to her.


“Of course, your highness.”  He stood and straightened his tunic.  Usagi sat in the chair.  “Now, let’s see what you were looking at.”  Jadeite shuffled a little and looked uncomfortable.  She peered into the telescope.  “Now, now, Jadeite.  We weren’t gazing at a certain red planet that just happens to be the home of a beautiful young princess would we?”


“Uhh, no, your highness, it, uh, must have been bumped when I...”  Jadeite looked around nervously.  Usagi looked at him, confused.


“I was only joking, Jadeite.  You mean you really were?  Oh, my!”  She covered her mouth and smiled.  She laughed gently.  “You mean you’ve taken a liking to Rei?  Oh wow!”  Jadeite looked at Usagi with a stern expression in his eyes.  He relaxed and sighed.


“Yes, I...I think I have, but there is a lot that troubles me.”  He sighed again headed towards the door.  He began to walk out.  Usagi jumped out of the chair and rushed behind him.


“Jadeite!”  She caught up to him and held his arm.


“Yes, Lady Usagi?”


“Walk with me and tell what troubles you.  We are after all trying to improve our diplomatic relations are we not?  And what better way to improve diplomacy than to become friends?”  She looked up at him and smiled.  What was this feeling Jadeite was feeling?  Why did he want to let her help him?  What was going on?


Jadeite wandered in the Royal Moon Gardens.  The other three had found places to stay within the other inner planets, but Jadeite found himself still on the moon.  As strange as it seemed, he felt safe here.  Queen Serenity and Princess Usagi had been extraordinarily kind, despite the history of their respective families.  He walked towards a rose bush full of white roses.  They seemed to shine with an inner light.  His knees began to feel weak.  He stumbled over to a bench nearby.  The rose reminded him so much of the Whitestar rose from back home.  He relaxed and laid back on the bench stretched out.  He was about to fall asleep.


“Hey!”  A lady’s voice shook the sleep from him.  Jadeite’s eyes shot open.  He squinted at a dark figure blocking the sun behind.  He lifted his hand up to see if he could block a little of the sunlight.  “It’s me, Rei.”


“Oh, sorry.”  He sat up and made room for her to sit.  “You must understand it’s hard to recognize someone when you’ve just been rudely awakened and you’re looking upside-down into the sun.”  He laughed.  “So what brings you away from Mars?”


“I had some free time.”


“But why the Moon?  I hear Pluto is really beautiful this cycle.”


“Well, I have my reasons.”


“Oh?”  Jadeite raised an eyebrow and smiled his signature half smile.


“What’s that supposed to mean?”  Rei shot a half-embarrassed, half-angry look at Jadeite, who just laughed.


“I think I know why you’re here.”


“Hey!  No fair!  You can read minds!”  She was a mix of angry and embarrassed.


“I don’t have to read your mind to know why you’re here.  It’s the same reason I have for wanting to leave the moon for another planet.  Besides, I’d rather ask you why you’re here than pry into your mind.  I like the sound of your voice.”  Rei blushed a little.


“Thank you.”


“So why are you here?”


“Well...”  She trailed off.  She turned and looked into Jadeite’s eyes.  “I came here because I wanted to see you.  You never come to Mars and I just wondered if you felt the same way I do.  So I came here to find out.”  Jadeite cocked his half smile.


“I would have come back with you that very night of the ball, but you must remember that because of my family, I am confined to the moon and earth unless someone petitions Queen Serenity for permission for me to leave.”


“Oh.”  Rei continued to look up into Jadeite’s eyes.  He lightly brushed some of her hair back behind her shoulder.  He moved closer to her, gazing into her lovely violet eyes.  With his hand on her cheek, he slowly brought her face up to his and kissed her.  It was soft and sweet.  Somehow, Rei felt his heart.  It was as if this kiss had given her access to his very soul.  Rei reached over and put her arms around Jadeite and drew him closer.  Something in the kiss triggered Jadeite’s telepathic powers.  Rei saw and felt his feelings for her, but there was something else.  A dark shadow seemed to be laying in the background coming slowly closer.  Jadeite felt her in his mind.  He broke off the kiss suddenly and backed up.  He reached to his shoulder and took Rei’s hand into his own and off of his shoulder.  He kept looking down.  Rei tried to bring his eyes up to hers.


“Did I do something wrong?”  She kept trying to catch his eyes.


“No.  No, it’s not you.  It’s just that, well, that...”  He stopped.  He stood up and gently put Rei’s hands on her knee.  “I’m sorry, I just...I’m sorry.”  She caught his eyes as he started to leave.  He looked sad and tormented.  He turned and walked away.  Rei sat there bewildered.  On the one hand she was exhilarated, but on the other, she was sad.  It was her first kiss, and it was more than she could have imagined it would be, but why did he run off like that?  Did she do something wrong?  She just sat and stared into nothing.  She looked where he had sat and noticed a small white rose there, the one he was holding.  She picked it up.  She laid back on the bench and stared out into the stars above.

“What troubles you Star Strider?”  Sailor Pluto sat in a chair in the Royal Library watching Jadeite pace.  She had been watching him for nearly thirty minutes.  She was sure he’d had been pacing long before she arrived.  He looked torn.  He continued to pace completely ignorant to the fact that he was being watched


“What is it that tears a man apart, but on the same token, can hold him together?”  Jadeite asked to the air rhetorically.


“His soul.”  Pluto answered.  Jadeite stopped pacing and looked at her.  “Or is it maybe his heart?”  Jadeite raised an eyebrow and returned to his pacing.


“How long have you been there?”  He slowed his pace but continued walking back and forth.


“You are most definitely preoccupied, if you did not detect me earlier.”


“That doesn’t answer my question.”  He was a little annoyed.  He disliked being watched.


“About thirty minutes.”  She paused for a moment.  “I know about earlier this afternoon.”


“Really?  How quaint.  Are they so paranoid, they sent you to watch me?”


“No, I am watching you out of concern for your well being.  Should we be paranoid?”


“Not of me.  But you should fear him.”


“Who?”  She was perplexed.


“Every man has a shadow.  The brighter the light, the darker the shadow.  In my case, I’ve had my shadow slammed together with me.  It is my shadow that I fear.  I can not let my guard down.  I almost let it down this afternoon, but...”


“But you want to let your guard down.  How else can you let yourself love her.”  Jadeite shot Pluto an angry look.  He changed to a weary expression and collapsed into the chair opposite Pluto.


“What am I to do?  My shadow is very strong.  I barely defeated it the last time it escaped, and even then I had the help of a powerful sorceress.  I am alone now.”


“Your near future is grim.  Take advantage of the time you have.”  Pluto got up, and walked over to Jadeite.  She placed her hand on his shoulder and squeezed softly as she left.


Jadeite sat in an overstuffed chair in his quarters.  The lights were out.  He held a bottle in his hand.  Several empty bottles sat on the table next to the chair.  He sighed and drained the bottle in his hand.  He placed it carelessly on the table and picked up the last full bottle.  The drink hissed as he popped the top.  He chugged a large portion in one gulp.  There was a knock at the door.  Jadeite had half a mind to ignore it and hope it went away.  The knocking continued.


“Come in.”  He half spoke.  The knocking didn’t stop.  “Come in!!”  The door slid open.  A woman walked in.  She turned on the lights.  “G’yah.”  Jadeite squinted in pain at the sudden light.


“How can you sit here in the dark like this.  It’s a lovely day.”  It was Usagi.  She noticed the bottle in his hand and the empty bottles on the side table.  “How can you do this to yourself.  Drinking yourself into a stupor isn’t-”


“Pardon the interruption, your Highness, but I am drinking grape juice.  Alcohol doesn’t mix well with my physiology.”  He slowly rose.  His tunic was unbuttoned and he hadn’t shaved in a couple of days.  He bowed.  “You must pardon my appearance and mood, your Highness.”  He smiled sheepishly.  “I thank you again for allowing me to get away from the hassles of the palace.  It’s an escape I needed.  I have...a lot on my mind.”


“It’s about Rei isn’t it?”  She made a couple of steps towards Jadeite.


“I must be slipping.”  Usagi looked confused.  “You’re not the first to notice.  Can you pardon me for a minute Usagi?”


“Of course.”  Jadeite walked into the restroom.  Usagi walked over to the side table.  Jadeite wasn’t lying.  It was sparkling white grape juice.  She saw the sword he always carried laid up against the wall.  She walked over to it.  It was extremely beautiful.  It was made entirely of Imperium Silver.  It was obviously a relic from long ago when the Moon Family and the Negamoon Family coexisted on the moon in peace.  It was pure and white. Strange that such a sad and tragic man could hold such a beautiful artifact.


“There now.  That feels much better.”  Jadeite came out of the bathroom wiping his face with a towel.  His tunic and shirt were in the other hand.  He placed the tunic on his bed and began to put his shirt on.  Usagi saw many scars on his back and shoulders as he pulled the shirt down.  “Don’t worry, your highness.  These wounds are old and long forgotten.  He turned around rubbing his cheek.  “What do you think?”  He put her hand on his face.  She looked shocked and confused again.  “Did I get the shave close enough?  Earth has a strange affect on me.  This is the first time I’ve ever had to shave.”


“Oh ok.  You did just fine.  Nice and smooth.”  Jadeite looked at her and gave her a sad grin.


“I must ask my leave now.  There is something I must attend to.  I have already delayed too long.”  He put on his tunic, not bothering with the fasteners, and picked up his sword.  He waved his left hand and a portal opened in front of him.  “I apologize, but I must confront something and I need to be far away from both the earth and the moon.  I hope you will forgive this breech of protocol.  It would be far too dangerous to try and fight it here.”


“What are you facing that would make you break our laws?  Why won’t you let us help you?  What are you so afraid of?”


“My shadow...”  He faded into the darkness of the portal and vanished.  His voice echoed in Usagi’s mind.


Jadeite stood on an empty asteroid just in sight of Mars.  He looked around.


“Well, no time like the present, eh, Star Strider?”  Sailor Pluto stood beside him.


“Nice pun, oh thou Mistress of Time.”  Jadeite cocked his half smile for a second then returned to his usual grim, stone face.  “You’d better leave.  Not even you can harm that which I must face.”


“Someone must record what happens here.  After all, time must remember what happens to the Last Knight of Whitestar.”


“Well said, but keep at a safe distance.  The last time my shadow got loose, a world nearly paid the cost.  I don’t want anything else on my conscience.”  Pluto nodded in agreement.  Jadeite turned inward and opened the gates of hell.  His scream pierced the cold silence of space.


On Mars, Rei shuddered as a cruel, harsh, cold chill ran through her body.


On Earth, animals cried out in pain.  Mamoru, too, was afflicted by a cruel cold chill.


On Jupiter, Venus, Mercury, Saturn, Neptune and Uranus, the respective princesses felt an oppressing evil somewhere.


On the Moon, Queen Serenity watched in horror a crack sliced through the Imperium Silver Crystal.


On the asteroid, Sailor Pluto cried out in agony as the repercussions of Jadeite’s release cut through her as it left its fowl taint on all space and time.  Jadeite knelt exhausted.  Across the asteroid a large shadow stood laughing.  The cruel laughter cut through the souls of those there.  Jadeite picked himself up.  He was weakened, because most of his strength was standing across the field preparing to kill him.


“He went to do what?!”  Rei was pleading with Usagi.  “Where is he?”


“I don’t know.  I really don’t know.”  Usagi held Rei as she collapsed in tears.


“I know where he is.”  Sailor Pluto was standing there.  Her cheeks were wet with fresh tears.


“What’s wrong?”  Usagi was torn between her friend and this worn woman in front of her.


“His shadow.  His shadow has ripped across time and space.  The pain...is...immense.  I will take you to him.”


“Will you be okay?”


“I will...survive.”  She waved her Key of Time and opened a portal.  The trio walked through the portal.


Jadeite knelt on his sword staring at the demon who stood across from him.  He had felt Pluto leave.  She must have understood why he must face this thing alone.  He knew his chances for survival were slim at best, but the was no other way.  If he were defeated, it would greatly weaken this shadow, leaving him vulnerable to Queen Serenity’s power.  He inhaled deeply and stood up straight.  He closed his eyes as the universe temporarily blinked out of his sight.  With another breath he regained his balance.  He would have to wait for a minute more before he could pick up the sword.  The shadow just stood there laughing.


“You can’t defeat me!  I am what gives you strength, weakling!!  You will fail!  You will die!”  The shadow began to slide towards Jadeite.  Just as he began to reach for him, Jadeite leapt forward sword in his hand.  It was glowing with a fierce red light.  Jadeite flew right through the shadow.  “You fool!  You can’t defeat me with anger!  Hatred only makes hatred grow.  Have you learned nothing from our last encounter?  As you fall, I will exact revenge for our people’s exile.”  The shadow began to take a more feminine form.  Jadeite was distracted for only a moment by the unexpected change, which was just long enough for the shadow to drive a blade through him.  She pulled out the blade-like extension, sucking some of Jadeite’s power out as she went.  Jadeite shivered as the black spike came out of his body.  He became pale and cold.  He could barely stand.  He once again hefted himself up on his sword.


“I will not allow you to do this.”  The shadow fully absorbed the drained energy and began to take a definitive form.  She looked like a shaded, mirror image of Queen Metallia.


“You have no choice.  In five hundred years no one has stopped me.”


“You!  I will destroy you even if it kills me!”  He charged her once again.  His blade was charged with an angry black energy.  He had put his own life force into the blade.  If this attack worked, he would die, but she would die along with him.  He swung down with all his might and met Metallia’s sword with his own.  He couldn’t break the contact.  He felt his energy slowly being drained.  He had failed.


“Mars fire ignite!!”  A searing line of white hot fire crossed the asteroid and exploded on contact with the fighters’ blades.  Jadeite flew back and Metallia took a few steps backwards.  Rei rushed over to Jadeite.  He was having difficulty breathing.  He was nearly drained of all his energy.


“What...what are you...doing here?”  He whispered weakly.  Some tears were forming in his eyes.  He was nearly too weak to breathe.  He had failed, and now the woman he loved would die because of it.  “Get out of here!  She’s too powerful.  She’ll destroy you!”  Pluto and Usagi ran towards them.  Metallia was biding her time until Jadeite passed, thus eliminating her greatest threat.


“I will do what I can to stop her.”  Pluto turned and faced Metallia.  “You will not succeed.  We will stop you here and now.”  She point the Key of Time at Metallia.  “Chronos Flare!”  A large rip in time-space formed at the edge of Pluto’s staff.  The energies gathered into a ball.  Pluto braced herself and shot the ball of immensely massive energy towards Metallia.  Metallia brought her hands in front of her.  She embraced the energy as it collided into her.  She cackled hideously as she grew stronger.  Metallia was now almost fully formed.  She returned Pluto’s favor and blasted her with pure darkness.  The blast shot straight through her and raced towards Rei.  Usagi grasped her mother’s locket and ran in front of the blast.


“Moon Prism Power!!”  She held out the Moon Prism.  Light poured from the locket, but it was no match for Metallia’s brute evil.  The locket failed to stop the blast and it impacted with an unsuspecting Usagi.


“Usagi!!”  Rei watched in horror as her best friend fell lifeless beside the Guardian of Time.  She faced Metallia.  The anger in her swelled.  Jadeite could feel the energy within her grow.  She had tapped into the ultimate source of power.  She had tapped into her love of her friends and her love of the man laying nearly dead on the ground.  “Mars Phoenix Flame!!”  A bird made of pure fire surrounded her.  Charged with the powers of the Phoenix itself she shot forward and slammed into Metallia.  She wasn’t prepared for this kind of attack.  She was able to put up her defenses, but she wasn’t prepared for this kind of all out assault.  Not from a Sailor Scout.  Rei was kneeling in front of the scorched and wheezing Metallia.  She was used up and she knew it.  She also knew Metallia was recovering swiftly.  She could only look up in despair as Metallia brought her shadow blade down upon her.


“NOOOOO!!!”  Jadeite cried out in dismay as Rei was cut down by Metallia.  He knew now that he could not fail.  He had to win.  There was no other way to save Rei.


“What ever is the matter, whelp?  Did I hurt her?  Oh my, I am so sorry.  Allow me to let you join her.”  She began to walk over to where Jadeite was laying.  He began to stand up.  “What’s this?  Still got some fight?  Good.  I was hoping I’d have a challenge soon.  This is all so boring.  Now prepare to die.”


“No.  No more.  No more on my conscience.”  He looked at Metallia.  Metallia looked into his eyes.  What she saw there scared her.  “For every shadow there is a light.  The darker the shadow, the brighter the light.”


“No.  This cannot be!  I drained you completely!”


“Sword...!”


“You can’t do this to me!  I am your queen!”


“Of...!”


“Stop this immediately!  Kneel before me!”


“Whitestar!!”  Jadeite lifted his sword above his head.  All the darkness within it fled to some unknown recess of the Negaverse.  “Behold the strength of the Last Knight of Whitestar.  White Star Power!!”  The light from his sword enveloped him.  It surrounded his body and formed glowing armor around him.  The light faded back to normal.  Jadeite was donning white armor and his sword had taken it’s true form as the Sword of Whitestar.  Its hilt and cross-guards were the color of pure snow.  The blade was glowing with an inward light.  He pointed his sword at Metallia.


“Insolent vermin!  I will destroy you once and for all.”  She began to summon energy from the Negaverse.  Pluto’s recent Chronos Flare had weakened space-time enough to allow her access to it.  The energy began to form as a large sphere around her.  Soon she was engulfed in a shadow darker than the pitch blackness of space.  The asteroid cackled with dark energy.  Jadeite could barely hold his ground against the ever expanding sphere of negative energy.  The darkness swirled around him, trying to work it’s way back inside him.  He grimaced as the negative energy shot wave after wave of immense pain through his body.  He let out a yell and the light from the sword incased him.  He disappeared from sight.  “Coward!  You may run, but I will find you and destroy you!  This world is mine!  I will have my revenge!!”  That was the last thing he heard.


He reappeared far away from the asteroid.  He was standing in the Royal Gardens.  He fell to his knees in tears.  He stared up at the growing darkness in the sky with watered eyes.  He saw Queen Serenity walking towards him.  He turned away in shame.


“I-I have failed you.  I have proved your kind right.  My kind does not deserve this paradise, but the hell we have wrought for ourselves.  And now you are doomed by my insolence.”  He continued to kneel, crying.  “And she-she died for me...”  He trailed off and began weeping.  “Why?!?!”  He cried out to the silenced, darkened skies above.


“You are not finished here, Star Strider.  You must complete this.  You must fulfill your destiny.”  Queen Serenity looked down at him with anguish in her eyes.  “But you will not be alone.”  She turned away and began to cry.


“We must avenge them.  You and I have much to avenge, old friend.”  Mamoru was standing there with the other three.  He was wearied by grief.  The other three looked only slightly less upset.  “The other princesses are all in an unending sleep.”


“But why?”  Jadeite knew that somehow he was responsible.


“This is why.”  Queen Serenity held out the Imperium Silver Crystal.  It was split into two pieces.  “The crystal shattered when your shadow was released.  The immense negative energies were just too much at once.  It was unprepared for the assault.  Somehow you must repair it.”  Jadeite was crushed.  Not only had he released the greatest of all evils, but he had caused the death of his love and the heroes of this universe.


“But how?  I am but one man.”


“But you are the Last Knight of Whitestar.  The Whitestar family made the crystal as a gift for the birth of the first King of the Moon family.  Its design is ingrained in all children of Whitestar.”  Jadeite stood up.  He knew that he was outmatched.  He was incapable of completing this task.  He was just not strong enough.  But something inside him told him to take the crystal shards.  He took them slowly and reluctantly from Serenity’s hand.


“I will go, but I will go alone.  No one else shall die because of me.”


“Let us join you!”  Nephrite pleaded with Jadeite as he walked away.  Jadeite opened a portal.  He walked through without a word.


He stepped out of the portal staring Queen Metallia right in the face.  He was only mere yards away from her in the epicenter of the dark sphere.


“How did you get in here?!  The darkness should destroy you!”  Jadeite held the sword high.  The Imperium Silver Crystal sat in the hilt.  The Sword of Whitestar was transformed.  It was completed.  The long ago gift to the Moon family was taken straight from the hilt of this sword.  He held the legendary Moonstar Sword.  Queen Metallia could only look in disbelief.


“Great Being above, Great Being beyond.  I wield now your mighty weapon.  I am the Last Knight of Whitestar.  Give me your power.  I need your strength to defeat your eternal enemy.  Creator of Moon, Star, and Sky, aid me your Last Son.”  A dimensional rift opened around him.  A figure began to walk through the gate.  It’s formed engulfed Jadeite.  Queen Metallia saw the form of Hylos the First King of Whitestar.  He entered into Jadeite.  He lifted his eyes above him.  “Moon!”


“What?!”


“Star!”


“I destroyed you!”


“White!”


“You’ve been dead for millennia!”


“Star!”


“NOOOOO!!!”


“ATTACK!!”  The light swirled into the Moonstar Sword.  Jadeite grew a pair of glowing wings.  He flew high over the asteroid.  He shot back towards the ground below.  In a great explosion, the positive and negative forces collided.  Before the dust could even stir up, Jadeite had driven his sword into Metallia.  Light began to streak from the insides of her shadowy form.  A great scream pierced space’s great silence as Metallia was once again banished into the Negaverse, this time by one of her own.  Jadeite stood there leaning on the Sword of Whitestar.  He held the newly fixed Imperium Silver Crystal in his hand.  He was once again dressed in his grey uniform.  It was torn, scorched, and tattered.  He lifted up the Crystal.  “C’mon.  Do your thing.”  He could barely whisper the words.  The Crystal lit up with the same light that had given him strength.  Three beams of light shot out from the Crystal to Rei, Usagi, and Sailor Pluto.  Six other beams shot out to the other planets in the system.  Rei’s eyes twitched as breath once again entered in her.  She opened her eyes.  She slowly focused on a shadow kneeling beside her.  Jadeite was smiling weakly at her.  His voice quaked.  “Good you’re...you are ok.”  He collapsed forward onto her shoulder.  Usagi held the Imperium Silver Crystal in her hands.  Pluto shook the cobwebs from her head.  She waved her staff and opened a portal.  Usagi and Rei were helping Jadeite walk towards the portal.  They walked through as the energy wracked asteroid began to crumble.


“Jadeite?”  Rei was looking down at the man she loved.  He had been unconscious since the fight with Metallia ended.  He had been restlessly comatose for nearly five days now.  His physical wounds were easily healed, but the spiritual wounds and drain were harder to diagnose and harder to treat.  The trauma of facing a near goddess and embodying the power of Hylos had left its mark on the poor man.  Every day she watched his bed hoping for his recovery.  He was always tossing and turning, as if afflicted with terrible nightmares constantly.  Pluto walked into the room.


“I’m afraid that he will not recover, Rei.”  She looked like death warmed over.  She hadn’t slept since the battle, but she did not envy the man sleeping in the bed below her.  She had only a glimpse of what he was suffering, and she did not like it.  “Metallia’s taint is still present in this universe, and unfortunately the massive amounts of energy thrown around in the battle have nearly destroyed the fabric of time itself.  I have been doing my best to repair it, but I cannot do it alone.  The Star Strider will not recover until the damage is repaired.”


“Why do you call him the Star Strider?”  Rei was trying not to think about her love’s indefinite, restless coma.


“It is how time remembers him.  He wanders the stars in search of something he can never find.  His condition has not improved has it?”


“No.”  Rei trailed off and began to stare into his tormented face.  She ran her fingers through his hair and kissed his forehead.  His sleep seemed to calm a little.  “What the...?”


“That is strange, but love is a powerful thing.”  Pluto turned and left the room.  Rei put her hand over Jadeite’s and continued to sit and watch him.


Queen Serenity and Princess Usagi were on one of the palaces many balconies.  They were trying to enjoy some tea.  The sky hadn’t returned to it’s normal color.  The stars seemed dim and shadowed.  Pluto walked out onto the veranda.


“Have you thought about our proposal, your majesty?”  Serenity sighed heavily.


“What other choice do we have?”  Serenity looked worried.  Pluto’s plan called for all the planetary princesses to use all their power at once.  Normally this wasn’t an occasion to worry, but if something went wrong, the weakened space-time fabric in that area would break, causing unspeakable destruction in both the Universe and the Negaverse.  The loss of life would be tremendous.  Unless this was done, however, the Universe would slowly deteriorate into utter chaos.


“We will be extremely cautious, your majesty.”  Usagi got up with a groan and whined continuously as she left the veranda.  Pluto rolled her eyes as she followed behind.


“Rei?”  Rei’s eyes shot open at the sound of her name.  Ami was standing in front of her.  She was smiling sweetly, but that was not where the voice came from.  “Rei, are you okay?  I didn’t mean to scare you.”  Rei looked to her side.  Jadeite was awake and sitting up in the bed..  He looked thin and drained, and the light in his eyes was dulled, but he was awake.  Rei threw herself in his arms.  She broke down and started crying.  It was a combination of exhaustion, despair, and joy.  Jadeite smiled weakly and kissed her forehead.  He wiped the tears from her cheeks.  He bent down and kissed her.  She looked up in his tired eyes and smiled.  She closed her eyes, relaxing on his chest.  “Rei?  Wake up.  You still have work to do.  Come on now.”  Rei looked up at Jadeite and stuck out her bottom lip.  Jadeite chuckled, then cringed.  “Oo, ow.  Can’t laugh.  Ouch.”


“Sorry.”  Rei sat up slowly.


“S’ok.”  Jadeite coughed out.


“C’mon Rei.  Get up you sleepy-head.”  Usagi poked her side.  The two began one of their typical fuss-fests.


“Rei! Usagi!”  Makato, Minako, and Ami all yelled in unison.  Rei and Usagi snapped back into reality.  Rei stood up.  She bent down and kissed Jadeite.  She started to leave with the others.  At the door, she turned and smiled at Jadeite.  Her eyes held a look of absolute love that seemed to revive his weary soul, if only a little.  He watched her leave and closed his eyes.

All the Sailor Scouts had gathered in the remains of the asteroid.  Even Sailor Saturn had come without argument.  They circled around the spot Sailor Pluto had found.  Most of the Scouts felt weak because of the weakened fabric of time.  Only Saturn and Pluto were unaffected.  But, the Sailor Scouts were determined.  Although Uranus and Neptune blamed Jadeite for the disturbance in the first place, they knew they had to help in order to save the universe.  Jadeite could be tried for his actions later.  Mamoru and the four generals were on hand, should the Scouts need help.


“Alright then.  Let’s begin.”


“Mercury Star Power!”


“Venus Star Power!”


“Mars Star Power!”


“Jupiter Star Power!”


“Saturn Star Power!”


“Uranus Star Power!”


“Neptune Star Power!”


“Pluto Star Power!”


“Moon Cosmic Power!”


All the Scouts poured their energies towards the weakened spot.  The spot began to repair itself, but something was wrong.  The weakened space began to react negatively to the energies pouring in it.  The Scouts could do nothing.


“We have to help!  Come on!”


“Earth Star Power!”  Mamoru started.  He joined the circle, and poured his power into the near tear.


“Electra Crystal Power!”  Nephrite joined the Scouts.


“Terra Crystal Power!”  Zoicite entered.


“Aqua Crystal Power!”  Kunzite too added his strength to theirs.


The weakness still would not repair itself.  Jadeite moved himself forward.


“No, Jadeite!  You’re still too weak!”  Rei wanted to break off and try to stop him.  Jadeite continued to move forward.  He joined the others.


“Whitestar Power!”  He poured what was left of his energy into the now full tear.  The tear was still growing.


“This isn’t working!”  Uranus yelled to Pluto.


“I know!”


“We need Serenity!”  Neptune yelled.


“We promised she wouldn’t have to get involved.”  Saturn barely spoke above a whisper.


“Usagi!  We need your mother!”  Pluto called over to Usagi.  “Break away and contact her!”


“But if I-”


“Just do it, girl!”  Nephrite yelled.


“I am not a girl!  I am the prin-”


“Usagi! Do it!”  Rei chided.


“Alright.”  Usagi closed her eyes and concentrated on her mother and the moon.  On the Moon, Serenity felt Usagi searching for her.  Their minds made contact.  Serenity knew instantly what was going on.  From all the way on the moon, Serenity cried out.


“Moon Crisis Power!”  A stream of pure light energy streaked across the cosmos towards the struggling Scouts and Generals.  The combined power of the fifteen of them swirled in the tear.  It was nearly touching the struggling heroes.  In a flash of light the tear was fixed.  The Scouts continued to float there.  Jadeite was being held up by Mamoru.  He had passed out for a moment.  Pluto opened a portal.  All the scouts and generals entered in.


The group arrived at the moon.  Jadeite was immediately helped to his room.  He slept in peace for the first time in a long time.

Serenity sat uneasily on her throne.  She was listening to the arguments before her.  


“Your Majesty, he is the one that let that, that demon out!  He is responsible for this whole thing!  He’s no better than the rest of his kind!”  Uranus was furious.


“Pluto?”  Serenity was looking for something in his defense.  Rei did love him, after all.


“Well, it was his shadow that let Metallia into our universe.”


“See?!  It’s his fault!”


“But in all fairness, his only reason for doing this was for love of Rei.  He did save our lives.”  Pluto replied.


“Your lives wouldn’t need saving if he hadn’t brought that witch here.”


“We acted out of our own will, mother.  We knew what might happen.”  Usagi had been defending Jadeite the whole time.  As a close friend to both Mamoru and her, Jadeite had often been an ear for Usagi to tell her woes to, and vice versa


“I’ll think about all of this.  Now please go.  I need to think.”  Serenity sat with her head in her hands as Uranus stormed out.  The others left shortly after her.


Jadeite shifted in his bed as light poured in from the freshly opened window.  He groaned and turned away from the light.  Rei walked over and pulled his covers off of him.


“Come on.  Wake up!  We’ll miss breakfast.”  Rei sat down next to Jadeite’s half-conscious form.  He yawned and stretched out.  He put a hand on Rei’s knee and slid to a sitting position on the bed.  He opened his eyes and looked at Rei with groggy eyes.


“So?”  He failed to catch the point.  He could miss a meal for a few more minutes of blissful sleep.  Unfortunately, consciousness brings feeling, and the pain coursing through his body began to wake up along with him.  “Ooooh.  Ouch.  No feel good.”  He hissed as he tenderly touched his bandaged side.  He went to fix his hair, only to find that the bandage wrapped around his forehead was still there.  “Well, so much for that.  What’s for breakfast?”  Rei smiled at seeing him in at least a semblance of fully awake.


“Waffles, sausage, and bacon, usual fruits on the side.”  Jadeite swung his legs over the bed.  Only one bent to touch the floor.  The other knee screamed with pain as it slowly bent.  Jadeite cringed.  He had forgotten the dislocation that had just recently been repaired.


“Okay, what the heck isn’t damaged?!”  He looked himself over.  His left forearm was bandaged and his upper left arm hurt like the dickens.  As far as he could tell, the only thing unscathed was his face, right arm, and hands.  He let out a sigh of relief as he found his lower torso also unhurt.  He started to limp towards the door.


“You aren’t going anywhere looking like that.”  Rei stopped him.


“Like what?”  He looked at himself again.  Just his worn out uniform pants would not work for a meal with the royal family.  He limped over to his wardrobe.  He picked out an old shirt and a light jacket.  After a slight struggle, he got his socks and boots on.  Rei, now satisfied with his appearance led him through the door.


“Jadeite.  It’s good to see you up and about.  I hope those bandages aren’t too uncomfortable.”  Queen Serenity looked a little preoccupied, but genuinely glad to see he was feeling better.


“You should see the wounds they cover.”  He began to laugh weakly.  “Ow, ow, ow.  No laughing.”  He plopped into a chair with a hiss.  A servant came by.  “Only a glass of orange juice and some bacon.”  Jadeite looked a little drained by the whole event.  The servant returned with the juice and a few strips of bacon.  He could only nibble and sip.


“Is something wrong?”  Rei was overly concerned.


“No, I just don’t trust my stomach to a whole meal yet.  Tell your chef he knows how to make some good bacon.”


“Thank you.  And it’s she.”  Makato walked into the room.  She was glad he liked the food, but thought he would be eating more.


“Where’s Nephrite?  I know he hates to miss your cooking.”


“He’s in the kitchen eating most of my cooking.”


“Ah.”  There was an awkward silence for a moment.  Makato looked around and went back to the kitchen.  Serenity sat up a little and looked at Jadeite.


“Jadeite, I hate to put a dampener on your meal, but I have some rather bad news.”


“What is it?”  He downed the last of the orange juice.


“Well in light of certain events, formal charges have been filed against you.”


“What?! Ouch.  What charges?”  Serenity closed her eyes trying to think of how to word this.  She sighed.  Blunt and to the point would have to do.


“Treason.  Disobeying a royal edict.”


“But you know why-”


“I know, but to appease the outer planets, I had to rule in their favor.  It’s so hard to get everyone to get along in this system.  I have to banish you from the Moon and Earth.”


“What?!  Your majesty!  You can’t!  I love-”  Rei was nearly ready to kill the queen herself.


“Calm down Rei.  I’m not done.  He has not been banished from this system.  So far Uranus and Neptune have said he is not to set foot on their planets, and Saturn has joined them.  Pluto decrees her planet as free to you.  The Inner planets welcome you as a hero.  You may roam this system as long as you avoid the space of Neptune, Uranus, and Saturn.  This means you are free to leave here and go to Mars.  However, I do have one request.”


“Anything, your majesty.”


“Leave the Sword of Whitestar here.”


“What?!  Why?  It’s the last thing of home I have left.”  He was torn.  He could return to the Negaverse with the only relic of Whitestar, or stay here, powerless,  with the one he loves.  “Okay.  I’ll leave it here.”


“Be assured that one day you will regain your power and wield the sword once again, Star Strider.”  Pluto had entered into his mind.  He was too weak to keep his mental blocks up.  He nodded.


“I will go prepare immediately, your majesty.  Thank you.”  He stood up.  The blood rushing into his head made him dizzy.  He nearly fell, but Rei caught him.  She helped walk him back to his room.


Jadeite sat in the chair in his room.  He was still too weak to do much.  He felt cheap because he couldn’t help pack up his small collection of belongings.  He clutched his sword tightly.  He was still reluctant to release this artifact, but he knew he had to.  Pluto’s words were still echoing in his mind.  He sighed.  Rei looked over to him.  He just waved his hand and she continued to pack his things.  She closed his suitcase.


“Are you ready?”  Rei walked over to him.  She placed her hand on his shoulder.  He looked up and nodded.


“Yeah, let’s go.”


Jadeite and Rei left their bags with the driver, and walked hand-in-hand to the throne room.  Jadeite wore the sword at his side.  They got to the doors and were stopped by two men.  Kunzite and Zoicite gave them an apologetic look.  They opened the doors and fell in behind Rei and Jadeite.  The four of them walked slowly in.  All the scouts lined the way in front of the throne.  Serenity, Usagi, Mamoru, and Nephrite stood on the throne platform.  Nephrite put on a strong face, but Jadeite saw through it.  Jadeite stopped half way.  He let go of Rei’s hand.  He walked forward alone.  Rei started to follow him.  Kunzite reached out and stopped her.


“He needs to do this his way.”  Rei just looked at her feet.  Jadeite was wearing his uniform from the night of the ball.  He was outfitted in the fashion of his people.  The Old Way.  Ami gasped as she saw the significance of what he was doing.  He stood before the throne.  He nodded to Mamoru and Nephrite, and bowed to Usagi.  He drew the sword.  He knelt before Serenity.  He spoke in the Old Tongue.  Only Serenity, Ami, Pluto and the other Generals understood him.


“I kneel before you as a man who has done wrong.  I come before you as a people who have betrayed you.  I can ask no mercy from you, for I do not deserve it.  Take this, the Whitestar Sword, the last sign of the peace that once existed between our families.  I am no longer worthy of it.  I can never fix what I have broken.  I can never repair what I have damaged.  I can never expect forgiveness for my betrayal.  I can only humbly beg for the forgiveness of my people, unworthy as they are. ”  He held the sword up to Serenity.  His head hung, facing the ground.  Even though they could not understand him, Neptune and Saturn were crying.  Uranus fought to hold the tears in her eyes.  Those who did understand him, were moved on a very deep level.  Serenity nodded to Mamoru.  He walked down to Jadeite and took the sword reluctantly.  He returned to Usagi’s side.  Serenity moved in front of Jadeite.  She softly placed her hand on his head, then returned to the throne.  Jadeite stood and turned.  He walked back towards the doors.  Kunzite and Zoicite parted before their friend.  Rei tried to follow him, but was once again stopped by Kunzite and Zoicite.  She fell to her knees.  Jadeite walked through the doors, and closed them behind him.  Usagi ran to her friend.  Rei started to cry.


Rei sat at the table in an empty conference room.  She was having problems with her mineral mines again.  She sighed and laid her head down in her arms on the table.  She hadn’t seen Jadeite in weeks.  The pilot who was supposed to be taking them to Mars told her he took one of his bags and left saying to leave without him.  Rei hadn’t seen him since that day on the moon.


“Where are you, Jed?  Why are staying away from me?”


“I’m not.”  A voice she knew all too well spoke from behind.  She wheeled her chair around and smiled.  She propelled herself into his arms.


“I’m so happy you came back.”  She looked up into his eyes.  He looked tired.  “What’s wrong?”


“Nothing now.  Your smile has fixed everything.”  It was his presence that had made her smile.  Knowing he made her happy was all he needed to recover from his weariness.  “I’m sorry I went away like that, but a friend back home was in trouble.  I had to go help him out, but I’m back and I’m not leaving you.”  Rei just wrapped her arms around him tighter and laid her head on his chest.  He looked down at this girl in his arms.  He smiled.  He had finally found a place to belong, here, with her.  A page ran into the room.  As soon as he caught his breath, he addressed Jadeite.


“M’lord, there is an urgent message for you.”  Jadeite reluctantly broke his embrace with Rei.  The page left the room and waited just outside for him.  Jadeite gave Rei a look of sincere apology and followed behind the page.  He led to the communication room.  He pointed to a long-distance communication screen.  The page left and Jadeite clicked the screen on.  His friend’s face appeared on the screen again.


“Hest!  What can I do for you?”  His friend looked worn out and dirty.


“Jadeite, you know the problem we talked about?”


“Yeah, why?”


“It’s happened.”


“What?!”


“She’s loose.  She’s free.  She has already taken a large portion of the planet.  The royal district is still free of her grasp, but I’m not sure for how long.”


“Damn!  I just got back!  How did this happen?”


“I’m not sure, but we need your help.”


“Alright.  Give me three days, and I’ll be there.”


“Thanks Jadeite.”


“You’re welcome, my friend.”  Jadeite stood there as Hest cut the connection.  Rei slipped her arms around Jadeite’s chest and hugged him tight.  He brought his hands up and held her arms.  He turned around and held her close to him.  He knew she didn’t want him to leave, but she knew he had to.  She knew how much his home meant to him.  She couldn’t say she wouldn’t act any different.


“Let me come with you.”  She looked into his blue eyes longingly.


“You know I can’t.  I don’t want to get you hurt.”


“Well I don’t want you to get hurt either.”  She spoke softly and sadly.


“I’m not leaving yet.  I’ve got a few days, ok?”  He looked down at her and smiled.  She smiled sadly and laid her head on his shoulder.


Jadeite awoke in a cold sweat.  He couldn’t remember the nightmare he had just had, but given the after-effects, it must have been bad.  He looked around.  He saw Rei sleeping soundly next to him in the bed.  He saw the empty wine bottle on the table in the room, along with his tunic and pants.


“I didn’t...”  He closed his eyes and tried to clear his head.  He remembered sitting down with her for his last night here.  He had prepared her favorite food, fettuccini alfredo, and had brought her favorite white wine from Earth.  They sat down for a romantic dinner for two.  Afterwards, the just sat in each others’ arms as they finished the wine.  He remembered getting a headache and Rei helping him to bed.  He remembered falling asleep while she ran her fingers through his hair.  He sighed in relief knowing he hadn’t done anything indiscreet.  He looked at his sleeping love beside him, so peaceful and beautiful.  He got out of the bed and pulled the covers up over her shoulders.  He got dressed and sat down at the table to write a letter.


Rei woke up slowly, enjoying the warmth of the bed and the sunlight peering into the room.  She turned over to wake her lover, but didn’t find him there.  She opened her eyes fully, waking up entirely.  She sat up and looked around.  She saw her dress lying on the floor beside her, and she was scared she had done something she shouldn’t have, but as her mind cleared, she knew she was still a pure woman.  She got out of the bed and walked over to the table.  She saw a letter there addressed to her.


“My Lady Rei, Princess of Mars,



I’m sorry I left like I did, but you were sleeping so beautifully, I didn’t want to wake you.  I’m glad I had these past three days to spend with you.  I carry your beauty in my heart always.  I wish I could have stayed with you, but home calls, and I must go to save it.  Know that I love you and I will see you again, I promise.

Jed”


Rei wasn’t sure exactly how to react.  She was a little angry that he hadn’t said goodbye, but knew that if he had, her tears and pleas may have held him here longer than he should.  She was sad, because she was again alone, but he had promised to return, and he had never broken a promise to her.  She sighed and sank into the chair.  She read the note again.  Something was written at the very bottom.


“Look on the nightstand next to my bed.”


She was confused, but she got up and walked over to the bed.  She looked down at a silver ring.  It had the Moon family and Negamoon family symbols touching at the tips of the crescents with the Darkstar emblem in the center of the circle the crescents made.  It was his ring, he had left it here for her sake.  She took it in her hand and held it tightly as she brought it up to her heart.


Jadeite rested his head against the stone wall of the trench.  Three battle-filled days without sleep were beginning to wear him down, and his troops were beginning to see it.  A sergeant walked over to him.  Jadeite tried not to notice him, hoping he would move on.


“Lord Jadeite.”  He didn’t.  Jadeite slowly sat up with a grunt.


“This had better be good, sergeant.”


“Sir, their line is breaking off.”  Jadeite sighed, then shook his head suddenly.


“What?!”


“Their assault line is breaking off and retreating, sir!”


“Yes, good, well, tell the men to cease fire and, well, we’ll go from there.”


“Aye, sir.”  The sergeant saluted and ran off to give the commands.  It made no sense to Jadeite.  They were easily outnumbered by the assault force, so why break off.  A corporal was approaching Jadeite tiredly.  “What is it corporal?”


“Some one to see you, sir.”  Jadeite sighed again.


“Very well, show them in.”  He thought it was probably someone from the palace asking if it were possible to attack more quietly.


“I bet you’re wondering why the attack force suddenly withdrew aren’t you?”  Jadeite looked up at the new voice.


“Nephrite!”  Jadeite stood as fast as his tired body could manage and embraced his old friend.  “What took you so long?”


“Well, navigating this mess you call a dimension is hell as it is, much less finding your little planet, not to mention the electromagnetic trauma caused by that monstrosity you call a star.  I’m surprised we made it in one piece!”


“It’s not much, but it’s home.  Welcome to Darkstar!  Now maybe I can get some sleep.”  Jadeite fell into his chair, exhausted.


“Well if it was just me, no, but Endymion came with me, so he’s in command now.”


“Endymion?  Here?!”  Jadeite sighed sadly.  “I came here alone hoping to keep him out of trouble, like I’m supposed to do.”


“Well as you know, he gives the orders, we just listen.”


“Ours is not to reason why...”


“Ours is but to do and die...”


“A happy creed, but now I sleep.”  Jadeite laid his head back on the chair and closed his eyes.  He was asleep in two breaths.  Endymion walked up while Nephrite was watching Jadeite sleep.  Nephrite turned to Endymion.


“So how large were the opposing forces?”


“They outnumbered him five-to-one easily.  From the intelligence I’ve gathered, Jadeite has taken them to at least seventy-five percent if not fifty percent strength.”


“How?!”


“The sergeants say he hasn’t slept in three days.  His lieutenants tell me the only time he’s left the front lines was to eat or meet with them.”


“You mean he’s been fighting for three days without rest?”


“Seems to be that way.  We’ll let him rest.  We have things to attend to.”  Nephrite and Endymion both turned and left the trench Jadeite was sleeping in.  


Jadeite awoke with a start nearly a day later.  He looked around and found himself in a bed.  He was anxious as he had no clue where he was.  A nurse walked into the room.


“Oh good, Lord Jadeite, you’re awake.”  He checked himself, looking for wounds.  “Oh you’re not wounded, m’lord.  You were brought back to the palace, thinking you might sleep better here.”  Jadeite began to get out of bed when he noticed he was in a hospital robe.


“Why am I dressed in this?  Why am I not in my uniform?!”


“Oh I undressed you, that uniform looked extremely uncomfortable, and all of my patients get the best treatment.”  The nurse was insinuating more than Jadeite liked.


“Where are my clothes?”


“In the dresser, but-”


“I’m getting dressed.”


“Okay.”  The nurse just stood there looking at him in anticipation.  Jadeite grabbed his clothes and entered the bathroom.  After a few minutes he came out in his uniform.  He grabbed his boots and put them on while the nurse watched on angrily.


“You can’t leave until I give you a thorough look over.”  The nurse licked her lips.  Jadeite rolled his eyes and waved his hand in front of him.  A portal appeared before him.


“Get a hobby.”


“I already have one.”  Jadeite shook his head and stepped in the portal.  He came out in the communications room of the palace.  A few soldiers looked scared, but most of them had grown used to his means of travel.  He walked over the lieutenant in charge.


“Has the portable console been repaired?”


“Yes, sir.  It’s right over there.”  The lieutenant pointed over to a table.  Jadeite grabbed the comm unit and teleported out of the room.  He reappeared on the top of the palace’s highest tower.  He set up the equipment.  He clicked the vid-window on and waited for the connection.


“Princess Rei!  Lady Rei!”  A page ran into a conference room crowded with officers and managers.  Everyone looked with anticipation at the young boy.  Rei just looked angry.


“This had better be good, I’m very busy.”  The boy swallowed hard as his eyes widened in fear of her anger.  He had heard wild stories about burning pages.


“L-lady Rei, th-there’s a communication f-for you and it’s long d-distance.”


“Is it from Darkstar?”  The page almost imperceptibly nodded.  Rei’s angry look lightened immediately to one of joy.  “Ok, you guys come back tomorrow and we’ll figure this thing out, take some time to think about all of this.”  A few of the men and women jumped up and left, others sat and grumbled, but most shrugged and quietly left.  “I’ll take it in here.”  The page bowed and bolted out of the room.  She laughed.  She knew all the rumors, since she started them.  She cut the comm window on and waited for the signal to bounce back.  Jadeite’s face appeared on the black window.


“Jed!”  She was the only one who called him that, and the only person he let call him that.  He smiled at the sight of her face.


“Rei...”  He cringed a little and touched a bandage on his head.


“Jed?  What’s wrong?”


“This?”  He pointed at the bandage on his head.  “Oh it’s nothing, don’t worry about it, ok?”  Rei pouted a little at being told not to worry, making a face that Jadeite had dreamt of for so long.  “Stop that, you’ll make me laugh.”  Rei relaxed and just looked at him with all the love she could possibly muster.


“You look tired.”


“I am, believe me, but your beauteous face and voice have cured all that ails me.”  Rei blushed a little, but smiled anyway.  “There’s that smile again.  So how are those mines?”


“How did-”


“I have my ways.”  He cocked his half-smile, raised eyebrow combo that was his signature as he pointed to his bandaged head.


“Stupid telepathy.”


“Well you make it easy for me.”


“How?!”


“You trust me...”  Rei smiled a little more.  “..and you love me.”  Rei’s face seemed to glow as she leaned her cheek in her hand gazed into Jadeite’s eyes.  Jadeite stared back into her dancing violet eyes.  “And I love you.”  He kissed his hand and placed the palm on the screen.  Rei kissed her hand and did the same, touching the image of his hand.  He looked off the screen at something.  “The signal is starting to fade.  I have to go.  I love you.”  The last thing she saw before static took over was Jadeite’s smiling face.  She took her hand and gripped his ring on a necklace she was wearing.


“I love you, too.” 


Jadeite stood on the ridge and looked out across the field.  He put the binoculars up to his eyes again.  No matter how many times he tried to make it look good, it just wasn’t going.  He closed his eyes and sighed.


“So, how bad is it, sir?”  Jadeite turned to his lieutenant.


“Bad.”  They had been losing ground slowly over the past three months.  The trenches they were fighting in a month ago were now behind the camp of Beryl’s army.  “Where do they keep coming from?”  He sensed someone coming from behind.  He turned to see Endymion coming up the ridge.  He knelt, as did his lieutenant.  “My liege.”


“Stop that Jadeite, we don’t have time for formalities in the field.”


“So it’s true then.”


“What?”


“You’re not you’re usual self.  You have some bad news, and the only thing I can think of that would alter your mood like this is if it has been confirmed.”


“Oh, I see.  Yes.  It has been confirmed.”


“So Kunzite and Zoicite are now working against us.  I thought we needed some handicaps at this point, as much as we’re beating them.”  Jadeite had picked up a sarcastic humor during the trying months of combat on Darkstar.  He turned to his lieutenant.  “Let my men know, they deserve to know.  Double the patrol party sizes, and see what we can do about comforts.  Tired soldiers aren’t much help to me.”


“Yes, sir.”  The lieutenant ran down the ridge to give the commands.


“If you’ll excuse me, m’lord, I have things that require my attention.”


“Of course, Jadeite.”  Jadeite jumped and floated down to his tent and entered in a rush.


“My Lady Rei, Princess of Mars,


My love, my heart, my soul, it has been too long since I have been able to see your face, to hear your voice.  I miss you so much.  We still can’t break the jamming of the satellites, and not being able to hear you and see you is taxing my heart.  It doesn’t look like it’s going to get any easier, either.  Kunzite and Zoicite have been taken by Beryl.  They have been seduced by Metallia’s power, just as Beryl was.  I hate to bring all this bad news, but there’s no other way to get this to anyone in the Solar System.  I miss you, my love.  I love you now and always.

Jed”


Rei put the letter down slowly.  She knew exactly how he felt.  She was alone and she missed his presence, his touch.  She missed his little surprises for her and his half-smile.  She sighed as a tear ran down her cheek.  She looked out her window and sighed.  How was she going to tell Minako and Ami?


Jadeite watched the last craft take off.  He closed his eyes and prayed it made it out of the system safely.  Endymion would not die here, Jadeite was making sure of it.  He opened his grim eyes and looked at the palace sitting in the distance.  He sighed.  Acknowledging defeat was never easy, but luckily, there was still hope.  He ducked into the brush again.  He was looking for someone who was late.


“Looking for me?”  A voice whispered beside him.  Without turning to see who it was, Jadeite knew the speaker.


“Late as always, Hest.”  Hest nodded.  “So you can really get me in the throne room?”


“Of course.  It is me after all.”  Jadeite just smiled and laughed darkly.  “However, it’s not going to be easy.  There’s only two ways in.  Sneaking in through the back, going around and in between some of the most paranoid guards you’ve ever seen or...”  There was a rustling of leaves and bushes and several spears and swords came up against Jadeite’s neck.  “...as a High Prisoner and guest of Her Greatness, Queen Beryl.”


“Hest?!  She’s gotten to you.  She’s a liar!”


“Whatever do you mean?  She gave me the power to take you by surprise.  Now where is that sword of yours?”


“I don’t have it, Endymion does.”


“What?!”  Jadeite spat in the face of Hest.


“You can’t win!”  Hest drew a dagger and drove it into Jadeite’s shoulder.


“Shut up, peon.  You aren’t so mighty without an army at your disposal.  You’re family’s power is useless, now that Beryl has set up a new aristocracy.  Maybe she’ll let you join us.  Take him to see her!”


Beryl lifted the bloodied head of Jadeite by his hair.  She slapped him again.  His body fell limp against the chains that held him to the wall.  She smiled.


“They turned, so will he.  He’s almost broken.  We will send him to his fate soon enough.”  She kicked him for good measure.  Hest laughed and opened the door for Beryl.  The two of them left.  After a few minutes, a bloody grin found its way onto Jadeite’s face.


“So they think they’ve beaten me?  Not this time.”  He picked himself up to a standing position.  He looked at the shackles again.  It was a shame they were designed to take away human powers, and not those of natural inhabitants of the Negaverse.  He focused his thoughts on the pins in the shackles, shaking each one out.  He removed his wrists from their bondage and rubbed them tenderly.  He knocked on the door, getting the attention of the guards outside.


“What the?  Isn’t he supposed to be chained to the wall?”


“Yeah, let’s see what’s going on here.”  As soon as the door was opened, Jadeite let loose a bolt of dark energy that floored the three guards.  He stepped out of the cell.  Now to find a communications console.


Rei looked at the screen longingly.  It had been what seemed an eternity since she last saw Jadeite.  The “Signal Confirmed” icon appeared and Rei pushed the “Connect” button.  She sat back smiling as the signal came in.  The smile quickly faded.


“Rei.  My...”  He choked out and wiped some tears, blood and grime from his face.  He took a breath.  “Rei, this message is recorded, and contains vital information.  Endymion is returning safely to your system.  Nephrite has fallen victim to Beryl’s power, and I too will share his fate soon.  I have had to kill many of my own to get this message sent.  Encrypted with in this message are plans of Beryl’s.  See that Serenity gets them, please.  While I can still speak, let me say this.  I love you, and I always will.  But know that the next time we meet, you will have to destroy me, for I will be your enemy.  But I love you, now and always.”  He kissed his fingers and put them on the vid-screen.  He looked sadly into the screen as tears rolled down his cheek.  Seeing him wounded and weak like he was took a terrible toll on Rei.  She mouthed I love you and placed her hand on Jadeite’s on the screen.


“Jed...”  It was all she could say before breaking down.  Usagi was beside her, holding her tightly as she wept for her lost love.  He had promised her he would come back, so why was this happening?  “He promised...he...promised...”  Usagi looked down at her grief-stricken friend.


“Shh, I know.  I know.”


The ground shook as another powerful blast crashed into the surface of the moon.  Soldiers still loyal to Serenity were being slaughtered by Beryl’s invading forces.  It was all the planetary princesses could do just to stay alive, much less push the enemy back.  Rei was blasting monster after monster with her fire attacks, but still they came.  She felt something tugging at the back of her mind screaming for her to duck.  She hit the ground just in time to see a dark blast of energy fly over her head.  She turned and faced the one person she had hoped to avoid.  Jadeite was standing there facing her, a cold, hard expression on his face.  She watched him with a mixture of love, fear, and determination as he approached her.


“Jed?”  Jadeite ignored her.  “Jed?  It’s me.”  Jadeite’s expression changed only slightly to that of confusion.


“I don’t know who you are, but you are in my way.”  He held his hand up, palm facing Rei as dark energy began to cackle around him.  Rei began to gather energy to form some kind of defense against the blast to come.  Jadeite launched his attack at her, but she jumped out of the way and countered with a stream of blazing fire.  Jadeite stumbled backward at the impact, but remained standing.  Rei tried again, but the attack was, again, useless.  Jadeite brought his hands forward and began charging up for another blast.  Suddenly, a staff appeared in a blinding flash in front of him.  His own energy ignited, sending him flying backwards as the staff disappeared.  Jadeite slowly picked himself out of the rubble and stood up.  He looked around blankly and shook his head.


“What the?  Where am I?”  He looked around again.  “Is this Hell?”  Something caught his eye.  He turned just in time to see Rei blasted by a monster.  “No!”  Jadeite streaked across the field as he saw her fall into a fresh crater.  He blasted the monster into tiny pieces of ash and soot.  He jumped into the crater and knelt at Rei’s side.  “This must be Hell, for there can be no Heaven without her.”  He stroked his gloved hand across her cheek and she stirred.  His heart let loose a sigh of relief as he picked her up in his arms.  Across the ruins of the palace, Queen Serenity was staring Beryl down.  “She’s getting ready to use her wand.  It’s over now.”


‘I hope we meet on the other side.’  Rei thought as she opened her eyes and gazed into his pale blue ones.


“I hope so too, my love.  I hope so too.”  She wrapped her arms around his neck and held him tightly as they were whisked away by the Queen Serenity’s magic and carried off to a new life, their last thoughts being of each other.

