BIOL 2108 ASSIGNMENTS

1. Read the following article (this can also be accessed from the Campbell biology website.  TYPE at least 2 full pages (12 font, 1 ½ inch margins, double spaced) explaining the author’s theories on sexual selection in humans.  The following questions should also be answered:

a. What is the main idea of this paper?

b. How does intrasexual selection affect mate choice for both women and men?

c. Explain the “good genes” hypothesis.

d. How might parasitic infection affect mate choice?

e. How does symmetry affect mate choice for both women and men?

This is due Feb. 4

Article Link

http://www.mindship.org/moller.htm
This should be at least 2 pages TYPED (2 full pages, 12 font, 1-1 ½ inch margins).  This is due  This is due Wednesday, February 4th BEFORE THE END OF CLASS.  If your printer breaks down, email it BEFORE you get to class.  I won’t take anything after 10:45am.  NO EXCUSES.

2. Ever wonder why some organisms (sea horses, hammerhead sharks) have unusual shapes and body plans?  Here’s your chance to find out.  In this assignment, choose any organism (preferably in a phylum or class that we’ve discussed in class).  Tell me about the general characteristics for most organisms in this phylum and/or class (or if you even need to go to genus and species).  Is it parasitic, endothermic, etc.  Does it have a closed circulatory system, gastrovascular cavity, etc.  Then tell me about the organism you have chosen.  Tell me about its general body plan, if it is different from the norm, and most importantly, explain how these unusual characteristics came to be.  Did it evolve secondarily from another structure, did it lose a general characteristic, etc.  I’m most interested in the evolution, so make sure the emphasis is here.

This should be at least 2 pages TYPED (2 full pages, 12 font, 1-1 ½ inch margins).  There should be some type of reference page, including sources you may have gotten from the net.  If possible, a picture of this organism would be a plus.  This is due MARCH 15 BEFORE THE END OF CLASS.  If your printer breaks down, email it BEFORE you get to class.  I won’t take anything after 10:45am.  NO EXCUSES.

3.  Since we won’t get to ecology, write a 3 page (minimum) paper on any aspect of ecology.  You can write about the greenhouse effect, the effect of kudzu on other plants, the desert in general, anything you want.  This is due May 4, 2004.

